Orals Preparation
General areas in which I read orals fields:

--European Gender History

--Gender Theory

--French History

--Modern European History

--The History of Material Culture

--European Social History (including urban, labor, everyday life, immigration, 

consumer society)

--European Jewish History

--Colonialism and postcolonialism

1) It is important if you want to read a field with me that you have taken at least one course with me by the time of the exams.  It is in classroom discussion that you’ll learn how I think and I’ll learn how you think.  I will only agree to read fields with students who have taken no courses with me in exceptional circumstances.
2) Identification of the general field you want to read with me.

3) Writing up a list of questions to which you would like to know the answer by the time you finish reading the field. (1 page or 2).

4) Noting books that fit within the field that you would like to read.

5) Determination of appropriate sub-fields on the basis of your questions and desired texts. (Normally 3 subfields, can be as many as 5 but not more.)

6) Initial bibliographic work. I have posted  a few  sample lists here and will provide other general bibliographies,  I have, but the major work of putting together the list is yours.  You need to hunt down relevant books, articles, and review essays in US and other journals. The bibliography you establish will then be too big for orals preparation, but very useful to you later.

7) Editing of biblio. I’ll help you determine what you should read for the exams.

8) Set an approximate date and determine a reading schedule.

9)  I will ask you to write a series of short thought-pieces on subsets of the reading.

10)  Regular meetings (frequency and format will depend on your schedule and mine) to prepare the field. 
11)   I will ask you to write one undergraduate syllabus and one graduate syllabus  from the field by one month before the examination.

12)   Mock oral the week before the exam.

