History and Fiction

Profs. Leora Auslander, History and Jim Chandler, English

Winter, 1990

Mondays and Wednesdays 1:00 - 2:30

Cobb, 204

Books (available at CTS):

Andr‚ Brink, A Dry White Season.

R.G. Collingwood, The Idea of History.

Michel de Certeau, The Writing of History.

Karl Marx, The Eighteenth Brumaire of Louis Bonaparte.  

Herman Melville, Billy Budd.

David Hume, A History of England, vol. 6.

Sir Walter Scott, Old Mortality.

Alice Echols, Daring to Be Bad:  A History of Radical Feminism in America.*

Marge Piercy, Vida.*

* These two books will be in in mid-January.

Course Pack:  At Kinko's.

--------------------------------------------------

Wednesday, January 3:  Introduction


Start reading Andr‚ Brink, A Dry White Season, to be finished


 by
Monday, January 15.

Monday, January 8: 


Collingwood, The Idea of History, pp. 205-315.

Wednesday, January 10:  


Collingwood, continued discussion.


Paul Veyne, Chapters 1 and 2 from Writing History, in Course


 Pack.

Monday, January 15:


Paul Veyne, Part Two, from Writing History, in Course Pack.

Wednesday, January 17:


Roland Barthes, "Historical Discourse", Michel Foucault,


 "Nietzche, Genealogy and History" and Hayden White, "The


 Fictions of Factual Representation" in Course Pack.


Start reading Michel de Certeau.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 20:


Screening of A Dry White Season.  Attendance obligatory, time


 and place to be announced.  



 Party after the film in Wieboldt 408.

Monday, January 22:


Discussion of the film and novel of A Dry White Season.

    2 pp INVESTIGATIVE PAPERS DUE.  PLEASE MAKE 26 COPIES FOR DISTRIBUTION (SEE "REQUIREMENTS", BELOW)

Wednesday, January 24:


Discussion of the investigative reports.

Monday, January 29:


Michel de Certeau, The Writing of History, First half.

Wednesday, January 31:                                   


Michel de Certeau, The Writing of History, Second half.

Monday, February 5:


Melville, Billy Budd, entire.

Wednesday, February 7:


Karl Marx, The Eighteenth Brumaire, first four chapters (pp.


 7-72).

Monday, February 12:


Marx, finish (pp. 73-135).


Discussion of Marx and Melville.

Wednesday, February 14:


Hume, The History of England, Abridgement to be announced.

Monday, February 19:


Sir Walter Scott, Old Mortality, entire.

Wednesday, February 21:


Sir Walter Scott, Old Mortality, finish.


Georg Lukacs, Chapter on Scott from The Historical Novel.

Monday, February 26:


Discussion of Scott and Hume.

Wednesday, February 28:


Echols, Daring to Be Bad, entire.

Monday, March 5:


Marge Piercy, Vida, entire.

Wednesday, March 7:


Discussion of Echols and Piercy.

----------------------------------

REQUIREMENTS:

A.  Written requirements:


1.  Two 2 page papers:



1)  For the first essay, you are to read Andr‚ Brink's novel, A Dry White Season, and then attempt to find out what you can about the novel and/or the "events" of the novel.  We would like you to focus on problems of documentation and narrative.  You may also include discussion of the film in your essay.  The implications of this intentionally vague request will become clear once you read the book.  This essay is due Monday January 22.  We will circulate all of the essays to everyone and discuss the results in class on Wednesday.  There will therefore be no extensions on this essay.



2)  For the second essay, we will assign one history student and one literature student to each class session starting with the de Certeau class on Monday January 29.  Each member of the class, therefore, will be assigned one class session for which they will, with another member of the class, be responsible.  This responsibility includes writing a two page discussion paper on the reading for that day and leading the discussion.  You can either write one joint 4 page essay, or two separate 2 page essays.  These will be due (please make 26 copies for circulation) the class previous to the one in question.  Again, as with the first essay, there will be no extensions on these essays.


2.  Research essay:


You will all be required to write a 15 to 20 page long essay on a topic of your choosing, related to the course.  Literature students will be advised primarily by Jim Chandler, History students primarily by Leora Auslander.  You will be required to negotiate the topic and strategy of the essay with  one of us by the fifth or sixth week of the quarter.  We then ask you to pay a brief visit to the other faculty member the following week to confirm the topic and to get additional feedback.


This essay will be due on April 9.  We will be leaving everyone's grade blank at the end of Winter quarter.  If you get your long essay in on time that blank will be changed to a grade without ever becoming an incomplete.  If you do not, it will become an incomplete.

B.  Other Requirements:


1.  Class Participation:


Since this is a seminar, it is crucial that you come to class with the readings carefully prepared.


2.  Viewing of A Dry White Season


We apologize for claiming one of your Saturday nights to see this film, but that was the only possible solution.  It is essential that you see the film, but we hope that the appropriation of your Saturday night will be redeemed by the beer following.

