Oral Exam – Modern European History
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Voluntary and Forced Migration 

1. What constitutes migration, and how it relates to other forms of population movement?

2. Why do people move?

3. How do they choose their destinations?

4. How the experience of migration or displacement shapes people's identities?

5. What happens to people who move from rural areas to urban centers?

6. What is seasonal migration?

7. What is the role of gender in the experience of migration? 

8. Is there anything unique about Jewish migration?

9. If so, what are the major patterns characterizing Jewish migration?

10. How the experience of migration, Jewish and non-Jewish, changes from country to country?

11. What is the relationship between ethnic cleansing and modernity?

12. How do processes of state formation influence mass population movements? 

13. How do migrants maintain connections with their countries of origin?

14. What renders migrants wanted or wanted?

15. What is the role of the modern European state in shaping migration and migrants' experiences?

16. What is the relationship between migration and citizenship?
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Colonialism, Race and Racism

1. What is the difference between imperialism and colonialism?

2. What is the relationship between Enlightenment thinking and modern European conceptions of race and racism? 

3. How did the encounter and contact with colonized societies influence these conceptions?

4. How colonialism shaped political, social and cultural developments in colonialist nations?

5. What were the reciprocal influences between metropoles and their colonies?

6. What were the major differences between British and French colonial policies?

7. Is there a contradiction between republican ideas and colonial racist policies?

8. What is the link between German colonialism and the Third Reich? 

9. How colonial history affects the treatment of minorities in European nation-states?

10. What is the connection between imperialism and capitalism?

11. What is the connection between colonialism/imperialism and political violence?

12. How do colonized people resist?

13. How did colonial rule affect colonized societies?

14. Is racism a modern phenomenon?

15. Why did colonialism end when it did?  

16. What were the reasons for European expansion?

17. What was the role of culture in colonial domination? 
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Nationalism: Theory and History

1. What is a nation?

2. What were the reasons for the rise of European nation-states?

3. Is the nation a modern phenomenon? What is the relationship between nationalism and modernity?

4. Is it possible to invent a nation?

5. What is primordialism?

6. What is an imagined community?

7. What is the difference between civic and ethnic nationalism? Is this a valid distinction?

8. In what ways did the French revolution shape the history of nationalism in modern Europe?

9. How did the industrial revolution influence the development of nationalism?

10. What is the impact of borderlands realities upon the national identities of their inhabitants?

11. What is the meaning of German Sonderweg? Is this a valid theory?

12. Was the Habsburg Empire a "prison of nationalities?"

13. How are national identities constructed in a multi-national state?

14. How mass politics works? How did its rise transform modern European history?

15. What was the nature and significance of center-periphery dynamics in the evolution of European nation-states?
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Revolutions

1. What happened in the French Revolution? In The Bolshevik Revolution? In the revolutions of 1848?

2. What were the origins of each of these revolutions?

3. What are the major reasons for social unrest?

4. What is the role of ideology in revolutions?

5. What is the role of violence in revolutions?

6. Did the revolutions of 1848 fail? If so, why?

7. What roles do intellectuals play in revolutions?

8. What is the connection between the 1848 revolutions and the history of nationalism in modern Europe? 

9. How do historians determine starting and end points of revolutions?

10. To what extent are revolutions hostile to tradition? What are the relations between continuity and change in revolutions?

11. How revolutions work? Why people join them?

12. How revolutionary systems change over space and time?
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