Baseball between the numbers: why everything you know about the game is wrong, by the experts at Baseball Prospectus: James Click et al.; ed. by Jonah Keri.  Basic Books, 2006.  454p index ISBN 0465005969, $24.95  Led by baseball historian/statistician Bill James and his disciples, and fueled by Michael Lewis's Moneyball (CH, Apr'04, 41-4733), the world of quantitative analysis of sports--on-field strategies, personnel decisions, longitudinal and contemporary comparisons of players--has mushroomed in recent years, especially in baseball.  Newspaper sports columns, articles in serious academic journals, and popular books now feed sports-data junkies far better than the sports-talk radio programs do.  The present title, a compilation of almost 30 stand-alone chapters, is the latest, and one of the best, of these products for the sports enthusiast.  It is sure to stimulate conversations in the stands, create arguments around water coolers, and perhaps settle a few bar bets.  Is Barry Bonds better than Babe Ruth?  How best to juggle pitchers--starters and relievers--and how much pitching is actually necessary?  How does one really measure ERA, determine Gold Glove recipients, factor in the effect of Coors Field (in mile-high Denver) or steroids on performance statistics?  How valuable are some owners and managers?  What are the economics behind player salaries and ticket prices, payroll caps, the value of a new ball park to a city?  These are but a few of the controversial questions that Click et al. tackle in this book, which is a home run for baseball enthusiasts and sabermetrician wannabes.  Summing Up: Highly recommended.  All readers, all levels. -- A. R. Sanderson, University of Chicago
