Szymanski, Stefan.  National pastime: how Americans play baseball and the rest of the world plays soccer, by Stefan Szymanski and Andrew Zimbalist.  Brookings, 2005.  263p index  afp ISBN 0815782586, $26.95  Economists Szymanski (Univ. of London) and Zimbalist (Smith College) join forces to produce a cross-cultural examination of the development, evolution, and present status of various aspects of baseball and soccer (football).  For each sport, the authors cover the origins of its leagues; its dissemination internationally (basically, why soccer spread and baseball did not); evolving institutional structures in players' labor markets; ownership and financial structures (why baseball clubs make money and soccer clubs do not); its approach to broadcasting of games; and the vexing issue of creating and maintaining competitive balance among teams.  In the concluding chapter--which is largely a stand-alone summary of current issues facing both soccer and baseball--the authors lay out how each sport (and the leagues) could benefit from looking over the other's shoulder.  The book has few shortcomings (this reviewer would have appreciated the authors' bringing basketball and American football into the equation) and many strengths, not least of them keen insights and a readable stem-to-stern account of similarities and differences in the evolution, structures, and problems with arguably the globe's two most important sports.  
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