Harford, Tim.  The undercover economist: exposing why the rich are rich, the poor are poor--and why you can never buy a decent used car! Oxford, 2006.  276p index  afp ISBN 0195189779, $26.00  In the spirit of Diane Coyle's Sex, Drugs & Economics (CH, Mar'03, 40-4105), Charles Wheelan's Naked Economics (CH, Dec'02, 40-2292), and Steven Levitt and Stephen Dubner's Freakonomics (CH, Nov'05, 43-1689), The Undercover Economist takes the reader on a thoroughly delightful romp through popular (and misunderstood) examples of everyday economic applications and conundrums.  The price of coffee (is it Starbucks or the location and landlord?); tricks supermarkets play; the magic and mysteries of prices, markets, and information as related to traffic congestion, the environment, health care, the stock market, and auctions; globalization, development, and world poverty; and how China escaped from being poor.  These are all fair game for Harford, a well-known and quite talented economist and writer.  He manages to integrate common economic concepts--scarcity and efficiency, market power, and market failures--and approaches, such as economic reasoning in general and strategic decision making (i.e., game theory) in particular, to explore and explain the world around him.  This is a volume that can be enjoyed at several levels, by intelligent lay readers on a beach chair or airplane as well as graduate students in economics looking for a dissertation topic.  Summing Up: Highly recommended.  Public, academic, lower-division undergraduate and up, and professional library collections. -- A. R. Sanderson, University of Chicago

