
Rachel Fulton Brown 
Department of History 

The University of Chicago 
 

Europe in the High Middle 
Ages 

 
Autumn 2026 

 
 
In the centuries following the turn of the first 
millennium, Europe went from a backwater of the 
fallen Roman Empire to an urbanized center of 
intellectual, cultural, political, and economic 
development. Drawing on primary sources, digital 
mapping, visual images, and architecture, this 
course traces this development across multiple 
domains, including law, religion, government, and 
commerce. Highlights include the origins of the 
kingdoms of France, Germany, and England; the 
monastic revival and the formation of the friars; the 
twelfth-century Renaissance and its scholastic 
fruits; and the rise and fall of the Crusades. Course 
requirements will include developing innovative 
formats of notetaking, textual analysis, and 
information display, as well as a short research 
project on a topic of your choice.  
 

 
BOOKS TO BUY AT THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO BOOKSTORE 
 
William Chester Jordan, Europe in the High Middle Ages (London: Penguin, 2001) [ISBN 

9780140166644] 
Jocelin of Brakelond, Chronicle of the Abbey of Bury St. Edmonds, trans. Diana Greenway and 

Jane Sayers (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1989) [ISBN 9780199554935] 
Joinville and Villehardouin, Chronicles of the Crusades, trans. Caroline Smith (London: 

Penguin, 2009) [ISBN 9780140449983] 
Marco Polo, The Travels, trans. Ronald Latham (London: Penguin, 1958) [ISBN 

9780140440577] 
Dante Alighieri, The Divine Comedy III: Paradise, trans. Dorothy Sayers and Barbara Reynolds 

(London: Penguin, 1962, 2004) [ISBN 9780140441055] 
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Additional readings on Library Reserves via Canvas. Hint: To find readings in Geary, Readings 
in Medieval History, go to the ebook and click on Contents. You will see a numbered list of items 
on which you can click. 
 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
1. Discussion and attendance in class 
2. Map and chronology exercise (10%)—due October 19 
3. Source analysis (20%)—due November 30 
4. Final project (30%)—due December 10 
5. Commonplace book (5% at midterm, 35% in final form)—due December 10 
 
Fuller prompts for these requirements will be given in class. Use of digital resources and 
advanced search engines will be encouraged, but evaluative comments, textual summaries and 
informational layouts and diagrams should be your own, not AI assisted. 
 
READING AND DISCUSSION ASSIGNMENTS 
 
September 29 How Lotharingia became the center of the world 
Topics: geography of Europe, winds & currents, the central corridor, systems of cities 
 
Jordan, Europe in the High Middle Ages, chapters 1-5, pp. 1-79 
 
October 1 Mapping the History of Everything 
Topics: the medieval image of the world, its history and relationship to the Creator of heaven and 

earth 
 
Hugh of St. Victor, The Mystic Ark, trans. Conrad Rudolph, The Mystic Ark: Hugh of St. Victor, 

Art, and Thought in the Twelfth Century (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2013), 
pp. 395-437, 481-502 [ebook] 

 
October 6 Stopping the feuds 
Topics: Peace and Truce of God; feudalism, castles, and feuds; 1066 and the Normans 
 
Fulbert of Chartres, Letter to William of Aquitaine, in Patrick Geary, Readings in Medieval 

History, 5th edition (2016), no. 26 
Agreement between Hugh of Lusignan and William of Aquitaine, in Geary, Readings, no. 27 
 
October 8 Defining the realm(s) 
Topics: papacy vs. empire, ideas of authority, sacred and secular realms 
 
Pope Gregory VII and King Henry IV: The Investiture Controversy, in Geary, Readings, no. 41 
The Concordat of Worms, in Geary, Readings, no. 42 
 
Jordan, Europe in the High Middle Ages, chapter 6, pp. 85-99 
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October 13 NO CLASS—work on Map/Chronology exercise 
 
October 15 NO CLASS—work on Map/Chronology exercise 
 
October 20 Soldiers of Christ 
Topics: Jerusalem in pilgrimage and crusade; monks and knights as soldiers of Christ; Christian 

warfare and the psalms 
 
St. Benedict, Rule for Monasteries, in Geary, Readings, no. 12 
Bernard of Clairvaux, In Praise of the New Knighthood, trans. Conrad Greenia, in Treatises III, 

Cistercian Fathers Series 19 (Kalamazoo: Cistercian Publications, 1977), pp. 127-67 
[pdf] 

The Primitive Rule, trans. J.M. Upton-Ward, The Rule of the Templars: The French Text of the 
Rule of the Order of the Knights Templar (Woodbridge: Boydell, 1992), pp. 19-38 [pdf] 

 
Jordan, Europe in the High Middle Ages, chapter 7, pp. 100-112 
 
October 22 Species of law 
Topics: canon and civil law; English common law vs. Roman civil law; law in theory and 

practice 
 
Gratian, The Treatise on Laws (Decretum DD. 1-20), trans. Augustine Thompson, O.P., with the 

Ordinary Gloss, trans. James Gordley, Studies in Medieval and Early Modern Canon Law 
2 (Washington, D.C.: The Catholic University of America Press, 1993), DD. 1-11, pp. 1-
42 [ebook] 

Richard fitz Nigel, Dialogue of the Exchequer, in Geary, Readings, no. 53 
Accounts of the Exchequer: An Example, in Geary, Readings, no. 54 
 
Jordan, Europe in the High Middle Ages, chapter 8, pp. 113-128 
 
October 27 The Lady and the Grail 
Topics: Chrétien and the ladies; the quest for the Holy Grail; troubadours 
 
Chrétien de Troyes, Perceval, ou Le conte du Graal, trans. Nigel Bryant, The Complete Story of 

the Grail: Chrétien de Troyes’ Perceval and its continuations (Cambridge: D.S. Brewer, 
2015), pp. 1-71 [pdf] 

 
Jordan, Europe in the High Middle Ages, chapter 9, pp. 129-142 
 
October 29 Markets and towns 
Topics: markets and fairs; money; social structures; town government; expulsions of Lombards 

and Jews 
 
Jocelin of Brakelond, Chronicle of the Abbey of Bury St. Edmonds, trans. Diana Greenway and 

Jane Sayers 
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Jordan, Europe in the High Middle Ages, chapter 12, pp. 181-193 
 
November 3 Defending the Empire  
Topics: Venice and Constantinople; Fourth Crusade; relics; ship building; republic and empire 
 
Geoffrey of Villehardouin, The Conquest of Constantinople, trans. Caroline Smith, in Chronicles 

of the Crusades, pp. 1-136 
 
Jordan, Europe in the High Middle Ages, chapters 10-11, pp. 143-176 
 
November 5 Defining the Church 
Topics: Lateran IV; preaching to the people; Albigensian crusade; orthodoxy and heresy 
 
Eyewitness Account of the Fourth Lateran Council (1215), in Readings in Western Civilization 4, 

ed. Jules Kirshner and Karl F. Morrison (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1986), 
pp. 369-76 [pdf] 

Innocent III, Canons of the Fourth Lateran Council, 1215, in Geary, Readings, no. 30 
 
Jordan, Europe in the High Middle Ages, chapter 13, pp. 194-212 
 
November 10 “I am the Herald of the Great King!” 
Topics: St. Francis; heraldry and the imitation of Christ; Majestas and the Easter candle; chant 

and prayer 
 
Francis of Assisi, The Office of the Passion, in Francis of Assisi: Early Documents I. The Saint, 

ed. Regis J. Armstrong, J.A. Wayne Hellman, and William J. Short (New York: New City 
Press, 1999), pp. 139-157 [pdf] 

 
November 12 The Geometry of Heaven 
Topics: the scholastics and the cathedrals; geometry of the quaestio; the friars go to university 
 
St. Bonaventure, On the Reduction of the Arts to Theology (excerpt), in Ryan N.S. Topping, 

Renewing the Mind: A Reader in the Philosophy of Catholic Education (Washington, 
D.C.: Catholic University of America, 2015), no. 13 [ebook] 

St. Thomas Aquinas, Summa theologiae (excerpt), in Topping, Renewing the Mind, no. 14 
 
Michael Evans, “The Geometry of the Mind,” AAQ: Architectural Association Quarterly 12 

(1980): 32-55 
 
Jordan, Europe in the High Middle Ages, chapters 14 & 17, pp. 213-225, 259-270 
 
November 17 Kings and barons 
Topics: Magna carta and its aftermath; the Barons’ wars; kings and Jews; government and 

financing the crusade 
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Magna Carta, in Geary, Readings, no. 55 
Royal Courts of England: The Huntingdonshire Eyre of 1286, in Geary, Readings, no. 56 
John of Joinville, The Life of St. Louis, trans. Caroline Smith, in Chronicles of the Crusades, pp.  

TBA 
Louis IX, Enquêts, in Geary, Readings, no. 49 
Lords, Vassals, and Tenants in the Norman Summa de legibus (before 1258), in RWC 4, ed. 

Kirshner and Morrison, pp. 68-76 [pdf] 
 
Jordan, Europe in the High Middle Ages, chapters 15-16, pp. 226-258 
 
November 19 Spice World 
Topics: merchants and Mongols; Venice and spices; monsters and mappae mundi 
 
Marco Polo, The Travels, trans. Ronald Latham, Prologue, chapters 2-3, pp. 33-45, 74-162 
 
Jordan, Europe in the High Middle Ages, chapter 18, pp. 271-285 
 
November 24 THANKSGIVING BREAK 
 
November 26 THANKSGIVING BREAK 
 
December 1 The Music of the Spheres 
Topics: the structure of the heavens; the way to the Rose; exile and Jubilee 
 
Dante Alighieri, The Divine Comedy III: Paradise, trans. Sayers and Reynolds 
 
December 3 End Times 
Topics: famine and plague; alchemy and gunpowder; nominalism and the art of prayer 
 
The report of the Paris medical faculty, October 1348, in Rosemary Horrox, The Black Death 

(Manchester: Manchester University Press, 1994), pp. 158-163 [pdf] 
 
Jordan, Europe in the High Middle Ages, chapters 19-21, pp. 289-328 
 
FINAL PROJECT AND COMMONPLACE BOOK DUE DECEMBER 10 


