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Education

	2005 – present
	University of Chicago, Department of Anthropology Graduate program 

	
	Doctoral thesis: “Understanding the Epistemic Culture of Transnational Field Sciences through an Ethnography of Archaeological Practice in the Americas” Committee: Shannon Dawdy, Joe Masco, Nene Lozada

MA awarded December 2008: “Creating The Inca: Contextualising the construction of archaeological objects and narratives in museums” (15,000 words) 

Supervisor: Prof Shannon Dawdy

	
	

	2000 – 2003
	University of Cambridge, BA (Hons) 1st Class, Archaeology and Anthropology

	
	Dissertation: “The Meaning of Death: The archaeologist's perspective” (10,000 words). Specialisations: Archaeological Science and European Pre-history. 

Director of Studies: Dr. Catherine Hills


Awards and Grants

	2010-11
	National Science Foundation Doctoral Dissertation Improvement Grant. Project title: “Understanding the Epistemic Cultures of Transnational Field Sciences through an Ethnography of Andean Archaeology”

	2009-10
	Wenner Gren Dissertation Fieldwork Grant. Project title: “Making Authoritative Knowledge in the Field: The epistemic culture of South American Archaeological

research projects” 

	2008 
	Overseas Dissertation Research Grant, University of Chicago (declined)

	2008
	Doolittle-Harrison Travel Fellowship, University of Chicago  

	2008
	Provost Summer Research Fellowship, University of Chicago

	2006, 2007  and  2008
	CLAS Summer Field Research Grant, University of Chicago

	2005 - 2009
	Graduate Tuition and Stipend Fellowship, Department of Anthropology, University of Chicago


Teaching Experience

	Summer 2010
	Co-instructor and Co-director, De Paul Historical Archaeology Field School

	
	Jointly responsible for all course instruction, and for grading papers, student progress and weekly notebooks. Day-to-day project management of a 6 week archaeological excavation based in Chicago, supervising and instructing 25 undergraduate students. 

	
	

	Fall 2008
	Teaching Assistant, Latin American Civilization I

	
	Assistant to Prof. Emilio Kouri. Leading a weekly seminar, grading exam papers and participating in weekly lectures. 

	
	

	Spring 2008
	Teaching Assistant, Chicago Studies: Archaeological Field Methods in Jackson Park

	
	Field School teaching assistant to Ms. Rebecca Graff. Duties include supervising and instructing undergraduates in archaeological excavation and recording, maintaining paperwork, reading and grading student field notebooks and assisting in the instructor's assessment of student fieldwork competency.  

	
	

	Winter 2006, Fall 2007
	Teaching Intern, Colonizations I

	
	Assistant to Prof. Dawdy (2006) and Prof Ramon Gutierrez (2007). Preparing course materials, participating in seminar discussions, reviewing and commenting on student response papers each week. 

	
	

	2005 – 2007 
	MSCOPE senior intern. 

	
	Science outreach and education intern. In collaboration with the Museum of Science and Industry, Chicago, SciTech, Aurora, and The University of Chicago. Designing, creating and evaluating informal education programs.


Publications 

Leighton, M. 2010; “Personifying Objects/Objectifying People: The Ambiguity of Human Remains in the Practice of Contemporary Archaeologists” Ethnos 75 (1): 78 – 101 

Leighton, M. and Stig Sorenson, M.L. 2004; “Breathing Life into the Archives : reflections upon decontextualisation and the curatorial history of V.G. Childe and the material from Toszeg” European Journal of Archaeology Vol. 7(1): 41-60

Presentations

2010 

The Practical and Epistemological Challenge of Contract Archaeology in Chile Theoretical Archaeology Group, Bristol, 17th Dec

2009

Excavation as Encounter: thoughts on methodology, multi-vocality, and the creation of archaeological facts. Interdisciplinary Archaeology Workshop Conference, "Encounters: Conversations on Society, Materiality, and the Politics of the Past and Present". May 16

Collaboration, compromise and knowledge construction: Ethnography of archaeology in the Andes  Society of American Archaeology, Atlanta, April 22nd 

2008

Creating Both Objects and Experts through Practice: Understanding the Epistemic Culture of Postcolonial Archaeology in South America Theoretical Archaeology Group, Southampton, December 

More than Objective Artefacts and Subjective Narratives: Authentication, representation, and limitations in archaeology museums Theoretical Archaeology Group, Southampton, December

Personifying Objects/Objectifying People: The Ambiguity of Human Remains in the Practice of Contemporary Archaeologists Medicine, Body and Practice Workshop, University of Chicago. October 

Aliens, Time Travel and Choose Your Own Adventure novels: Exploring time and archaeology in American pop-culture, Theoretical Archaeology Group, New York, May

2007

Dialogues between the living and the dead. With Nene Lozada, Centre for Latin American Studies Brown Bag Seminar, Chicago. January 9th

"Did you see any Incas in Peru?": The use of the Inca in the construction of indigenous identity in Peru Workshop for the Anthropology of Latin America and the Caribbean at the University of Chicago. Oct 24

Creating the Inca in Peruvian, U.S. and Spanish Museums. Center for Latin American Studies Brown Bag Seminar, Chicago. March 6th

2004 

Life to the dead: Archaeologists and the study of human remains European Archaeology Association Conference, Lyon. September

Professional organisations and experience

Member of the American Anthropological Association, Society for American Archaeology, and World Archaeology Congress 

Workshop Coordinator 2007- 8: Workshop for Anthropology of Latin America and the Caribbean at the University of Chicago

Archaeological Field Club, Cambridge University: President 2002 - 3, Events organiser 2001 - 2, First year representative 2000 - 1

