
Writing Seminars: What They Are and Why You Need to Care

Each time you turn in a paper this quarter, you will attend a writing seminar of six to seven students who will read and discuss each other's papers. You will meet with the same group all quarter. To prepare for the seminars, you will have to do the following:

*  Before each paper is due, make enough copies of your paper for every member of the seminar, plus two for me and one for the professor. These copies will be distributed in class on the date the paper is due.

*  Before the seminar, read all the papers and be prepared to discuss them. You will write a brief critique of one of the papers and lead a discussion on that paper. I will assign these critiques at the time of distribution so that everyone’s paper receives a critique.

Attendance at the seminars is mandatory.

Other writing resources  

My office hours are Tuesdays from 10:00-11:45 in the English Lounge, on the 3rd floor of Gates-Blake Hall, or by appointment.

Writing tutors are available in the libraries and dorms. For schedules and other information, check http://www.college.uchicago.edu/tutors/.
Several valuable books to consult:

Karen Elizabeth Gordon.  The Transitive Vampire:  A Grammar Handbook for the Innocent, the Eager, and the Doomed.  

Grammar made fun, and thus memorable. I highly recommend it.

A.J. Thomson and A.V. Martinet.  A Practical English Grammar.

This detailed grammar book is particularly helpful for non-native speakers of English.

Kate L. Turabian.  A Manual for Writers of Term Papers, Theses, and Dissertations.  

Gives format for bibliographic citations and other useful information.

The MLA Handbook For Writers of Research Papers.  

Same kind of information as Turabian, but more expensive. This is the standard for most academic writing in the Humanities, so it might be worth investing in. 

Grammar on the web:

You can find links to free grammar sites from the Writing Program's web page:

http://writing-program.uchicago.edu/resources/grammar.htm

