Fall 2007

Gender in Europe
ANTHRO 52805,  HIST 53301, GNDR 53300. Tues 9:00-11:50.

Leora Auslander (History) and Susan Gal (Anthropology)

AIMS: The seminar will discuss current theories of gender as they illuminate
and are challenged by contemporary and historical visions of gender relations and gender politics across the European continent. Topics to be covered include:  Practices and regulation of sexuality and reproduction (gay marriage, marriage as migration strategy, birth control, abortion, medically-assisted reproduction, adoption); the gendering of politics (national and supranational governmental institutions, NGOs, grass-roots organizations); and, changes in labor force participation and the structuring of the workplace.  In all the cases the implications of post-coloniality and the expanding European Union for gender will be considered. Comparisons, circulations and
contrasts along an east/west and north/south axis will be of continuing interest; we will focus on material as well as discursive cultural practices.  The course is organized around a series of important, contemporary books that we will analyze in their argument, style, rhetoric, theories, methodology and lineage. 

READINGS:  The books are on reserve at Regenstein and have been ordered for you in paperback at Seminary Coop Bookstore. There will be a few articles as well, also available at Regenstein and on CHALK. 

SEMINAR STRUCTURE:  Each week, two seminar participants (ideally an anthropologist and a historian) will organize class discussion of the reading(s). Students can volunteer for weeks that seem most germane to their interests.  As discussion-leaders, the two volunteers will practice the art and craft of teaching by leading the rest of the class to the analytical points they want to make. The goal is not simply to present an analysis of the book in question, but to evoke such an analysis and indeed to construct it in concert with the rest of the class.  For help in doing this, please see the handy guide to analysis we will distribute. A cooperative atmosphere is essential to our intellectual task.

REQUIREMENTS:  Each participant will be asked to present one of the books to the class and to organize class discussion of that book.  We hope to pair an anthropologist with a historian for each week.  In addition, active participation in each week’s class discussion is required for all students.  Written work will be of two kinds. First, a 5-page written, prose (not outline) version of the book analysis prepared for discussion in class.  This will be due right after the discussion. The second assignment is a longer paper (15-20 pages) due at the end of the quarter. We ask that you choose among the approaches, conceptual materials or methodological stances, rhetorics or other aspects of one or more of the books read in class, and show how these can be useful for guiding your own research problem. We urge students to use this seminar to develop MA papers, dissertation proposals or other research projects. The goal is to use the readings and analyses in class to develop your own research skills.  

SCHEDULE:

Sept 25:  Organization and Introductory Discussion
Oct 2 : Topic: Gender as Theory and Practice of Scholarship      
Scott, Joan
Parite: Sexual equality and the crisis of French universalism
U Chicago Press,  Chicago


Oct 9:  Topic: Reproduction and Politics:  the “Nature” of Regimes
DiGrazia, Victoria
How fascism ruled women
U California,  Berkeley


Gal, Susan and Gail Kligman
The Politics of Gender After Socialism
Princeton Press,  Princeton  (selections)


Oct  16:  Topic: Cultural Process in Economies  
Schneider, Jane and Peter Schneider
Reversible Destiny: Mafia, Antimafia and the struggle for Palermo
University of California Press,  Berkeley

Humphrey, Caroline
The Unmaking of Soviet Life
Cornell U Press, Ithaca  (selections)

Oct 23:  Topic: The Politics of “Right” and “Left”
Holmes, Douglas
Integral Europe
Princeton Press, Princeton

Hobson, Barbara (ed.)    (selections)
Recognition Struggles and Social Movements
Cambridge U Press, New York

Oct  30:  Topic: Race and Religion in Republic
Bowen, John
Why the French Don't Like Headscarves
Princeton Press, Princeton

Peabody, Susan and Tyler Stovall, eds. 
The Color of Liberty: Histories of Race in France
Duke U Press, Raleigh, N.C.

Nov 6:  Topic: Whose Welfare State?
Haney, Lynn
Inventing the Needy
Univ of California Press, Berkeley


Nov  13:  Topic: Evironment and Citizenship
Petryna, Adriana
Life Exposed
Princeton Press, Princeton


No class Nov 20


Nov  27:  Topic: Kinship in the midst of Gesellschaft 
Borneman,  John
Belonging in the Two Berlins
Cambridge Press,  New York

Yanagisako, Sylvia
Producing Culture and Capital  (selections)
Princeton U Press, Princeton

Dec 4: Topic: Discourses of Sexuality 

Bunzl,  Matti
Symptoms of Modernity
U California Press,  Berkeley

Bellier, Irene and Wilson, Thomas
An Anthropology of the European Union  (selections)
Berg,  New York




