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Leora Auslander 
 
Work Address                                      
History Department                                                       
1126 E. 59th Street                               
Chicago IL 60637 
Tel.  312/702-7940 
email: lausland@uchicago.edu 
 
Education 
 
Ph.D., Brown University, 1988.  History.  
A.M.,  Harvard University, 1982.  History. 
A.B.,  University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, 1979. 

 Majors in History and Medieval and Renaissance Studies. 
 
Employment 
 
Professor:   History Department, University of Chicago, 2004- 
Professor:   Committee on Jewish Studies, University of Chicago, 2004- 
Professor:   Committee on the History of Culture, University of  
              Chicago, 2004- 
Founding Director:     Center for Gender Studies, University of Chicago,  

            1996-1999. 
Associate Professor:   History Department, University of Chicago, 1995-2004. 
Assistant Professor:   History Department, University of Chicago, 1988-1995. 
Instructor:            History Department, University of Chicago, 1987-1988. 
Teaching Assistant:    History Department, Brown University, 1983-1984. 
Cabinet-maker:         Boston, Mass. 1980-1983. 
 
Visiting Positions 
 
Visitor, Max-Planck-Institut für Geschichte, Göttingen, August-September,  

1995. 
Maître de Conférences Associée:  Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales,     

Paris, Nov.-Dec. 1988. 
 
PUBLICATIONS 
 
 Books 
 
Cultural Revolution: Everyday Life and Politics in England, North America, and 
France (Oxford: Berg Press, forthcoming in March 2007).   
 
Taste and Power:  Furnishing Modern France. Studies in the history of society 
and culture, Victoria Bonnell and Lynn Hunt, eds. (Berkeley:  University of 
California Press, 1996). 
 

Current Book Project: 
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Strangers at Home: Jewish Parisians and Berliners in the Twentieth Century 
 
 
      Edited Volumes 
 
Le genre de la nation. Fall, 2000 issue of Clio: Histoire, femmes et sociétés 
on gender, citizenship and the nation.  Co-editor (with Michelle Zancarini-
Fournel) 

 
Différence des sexes et protection sociale (XIXe-XXe siècles), co-edited 
volume with Michelle Zancarini-Fournel. (Paris: Presses Universitaires de 
Vincennes, 1995). 
 

Articles 
 
“The Aesthetics of Time and Place: Visual and Material culture in Interwar 
Berlin Jewish Homes,” in Die Gegenwaertigkeit deutsch-juedischen Denkens, 
Makom series, no. 8 (Munich: Wilhelm Fink Verlag, 2007). 
 

"’Isn't it strange to be black?" The reproduction of race in French everyday 
life,” co-authored with Tom Holt, in volume edited by Andrew Diamond and 
Jonathan Magidoff. July 15, 2007 submission. 

 
“Gender at the Intersection of the Disciplines,” Cahiers Parisiens/Parisian 
Notebooks, forthcoming 2006. 
 
“Historians and Architectural History,” Journal of the Society of 
Architectural Historians March, 2006. 
 
“Beyond Words,” American Historical Review, 110/4 (October, 2005) 1015-1045. 
 
“Regeneration through the Everyday? Furniture in Revolutionary Paris,” in a 
special issue of Art History (vol. 28:2, April 2005), pp. 227-247 ed. Katie 
Scott and Deborah Cherry. Repubished as Between Luxury and the Everyday: 
French Decorative Arts in the Eighteenth Century (London: Blackwell, 2006). 
 
“Coming Home? Jews in Postwar Paris,” Journal of Contemporary History Vol. 40, 
No. 2(2005): 237-259.  
 
“Resisting Context: The Spiritual Objects of Tobi Kahn,” in Objects of the 
Spirit: Ritual and the Art of Tobi Kahn, ed. Emily Bilski (New York: 
Avoda/Hudson Hills, 2004)pp. 71-78. 
 
“Sambo in Paris: Race and Racism in the Iconography of Everyday Life”, co-
authored with Tom Holt, in Susan Peabody and Tyler Stovall, eds. The Color of 
Liberty:  Histories of Race in France, (Raleigh, N.C.: Duke University Press, 
2003). 
 
“Des femmes en revues: un point de vue d’outre-atlantique,” Clio, Histoire, 
femmes et sociétés, 16/2002: 93-98.  
 
“’Jewish Taste’?  Jews, and the aesthetics of everyday life in Paris and 
Berlin, 1933-1942,” in Rudy Koshar, ed. Histories of Leisure (Oxford: Berg 
Press, 2002), pp. 299-318. 
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“’National Taste?’ Citizenship Law, State Form, and Everyday Aesthetics in 
Modern France and Germany, 1920-1940,” in Martin Daunton and Matthew Hilton, 
eds. Material Politics: States, Consumers, and Political Cultures. (Oxford: 
Berg Press, 2001).  
 
“Women's Suffrage, Citizenship Law and National Identity:  Gendering the 
Nation-State in France and Germany, 1871-1918," in  Patricia Grimshaw, Katie 
Holmes and Marilyn Lake, eds.  Women's Rights and Human Rights:  International 
Historical Perspectives (London: Macmillan, 2001), pp. 138-152. 
 
“Actualité de la recherche anglophone,” Review essay in Clio, Histoire, femmes 
et sociétés 12 (Fall 2000): 179-212. 
 
Introduction (with Michelle Zancarini-Fournel)to our co-edited (12 Fall 2000) 
issue entitled Le genre de la nation of Clio, Histoire, femmes et sociétés: 5-
13. 
 
"Bavarian Crucifixes and French Headscarves:  Religious Practices and the 
Postmodern European State," Cultural Dynamics 12/3(2000): 183-209. 
 
"Le vote des femmes et l'imaginaire de la citoyennété: L'Etat-Nation en France 
et Allemagne," in Anne-Marie Sohn and Françoise Thélamon, eds. L’Histoire sans 
les femmes est-elle possible? (Paris: Perrin, 1998), pp. 73-86. 
 
"Do Women's+Feminist+Men's+Lesbian and Gay+Queer Studies=Gender Studies?" 
differences 9/3 (Fall 1997): 1-30.   
 
"The Gendering of Consumer Practices in Nineteenth-Century France," in 
Victoria de Grazia and Ellen Furlough, eds.  Sex of Things:  Essays on Gender 
and Consumption (Berkeley:  University of California Press, 1996), pp. 79-112. 
 
"Erfahrung, Reflexion, Geschichtsarbeit.  Oder: Was es heißen könnte, 
gebrauchsfähige Geschichte zu schreiben," Historische Anthropologie 3/2  
(1995): 222-241. 
 
"Introduction," co-authored with Michelle Zancarini-Fournel in our co-edited 
volume Différence des sexes et protection sociale (XIXe-XXe siècles). 
 
"Perceptions of Beauty and the Problem of Consciousness:  Parisian Furniture 
Makers," in Lenard Berlanstein, ed. Rethinking Labor History:  Essays on 
Discourse and Class Analysis (Urbana and Chicago:  University of Illinois 
Press, 1993), pp. 149-181. 
 
"After the Revolution:  Recycling Ancien Régime Style in the Nineteenth 
Century," in Bryant T. Ragan and Elizabeth Williams, eds.  Re-creating 
Authority in Revolutionary France, (New Brunswick, N.J.: Rutgers University 
Press, 1992), pp. 144-174. 
 
"Feminist Theory and Social History:  Explorations in the Politics of 
Identity,"  Review Essay, Radical History Review, 53 (Fall 1992): 158-176.  
 
 
Encyclopedia Articles 
 
“Furniture in Europe 1789-1914” in  Encyclopedia of Europe 1789-1914 
(Farmington Hills, MI: Macmillan Reference, 2006) 
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“I am Woman, Hear me Shop” in Encyclopedia of Women in World History (New 
York: Oxford University Press, 2006) 
 
 
 
 
Reviews 
 
Occasional reviewer for the American Historical Review, the Annales, Clio, The 
Journal of Modern History, International Labor and Working Class History, and 
Modernism/Modernity. 
 
 
Conferences Organized 
 
“Everyday Practices,” Conference organized with Sheila Fitzpatrick, History 
Department, Fall 2003. 
 
“Politics, Rights, and Representation: Gender and Race Equality in the United 
States, France and South Africa,” Center for Gender Studies, University of 
Chicago, October, 1999. 
 
“Embodied Utopias: Gender and the Built Environment,” Co-organizer. Center for 
Gender Studies, University of Chicago, April, 1999. (With funding from the 
Graham Foundation.) 
 
"Racing Gender/Gendering Race: Towards an Emancipatory Social Science," with 
Michael Dawson, University of Chicago.  Dean's Symposium, Division of the 
Social Sciences, University of Chicago, November 7, 1997. 
 
"Gendered Politics," Planning Conference, Center for Gender Studies, 
University of Chicago, May 1997. (With support from the Harris Fund, 
University of Chicago.) 
 
"The Gendering of Labor Law:  From Protective Legislation to Affirmative 
Action," with Michelle Zancarini-Fournel, Univ. of Paris VIII at the Centre 
Jean Bouvier, Univ. of Paris VIII, June 24-25, 1993. (With funding from the 
Centre Jean Bouvier and the Social Sciences Division, Univ. of Chicago.)                  
 
Publications edited by others based upon conferences I organized. 
 
Amy Bingaman, Lise Sanders and Rebecca Zorach, Embodied utopies: Gender, 
Social Change, and the Modern Metropolis  (London: Routledge, 2002). They were 
all graduate students at the University of Chicago and affiliations with the 
Center for Gender Studies at the time. Rebecca Zorach was also one of the 
three co-authors of the grant to the Graham Foundation. 
 
Feminist Studies is publishing a special issue based upon the South African 
contriubtions to the “Politics, Rights, and Representations,” conference. That 
issue came out in 2003. Claire Moses, a participant in the conference and and 
the editorial director of Feminist Studies editorial board took the lead on 
this issue. 
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Honors and Fellowships 
 
Burkhardt Fellowship, ACLS, received 2000. Taken 2002-2003. 
Center for Advanced Study in the Behavioral Sciences, Stanford, 1995-1996.  
School of Social Science, Institute for Advanced Study,Princeton, 1992-1993. 
NEH, Newberry Library, 1992-1993, declined. 
Humanities Institute Fellowship, University of Chicago, 1991. 
ACLS Travel Grant, 1990. 
University of Chicago Social Science Division Research Grants, 1988-1989;  

1989-1990; 1991-1992; 1994-1995; 1999-2000. 
Bourse Chateaubriand, 1985-1986. 
Susan O'Connor Fellowship of the Tocqueville Program, 1984-1985. 
Fulbright-Hays Fellowship, 1984-1985. 
Social Science Research Council Fellowship, 1984-1986. 
Doctoral Examinations passed with High Distinction.    
Council for European Studies Pre-Dissertation Fellowship, 1983. 
Danforth Fellowship, 1979-1980; 1981-1984. 
A.B. with Distinction and Honors in History. 
Hayes Fellowship for Study at the Graduate Summer School in Medieval Studies  
 at the University of Kent at Canterbury, 1978. 
 
Institutional Grants for the Center for Gender Studies 
 
"Gendered Spaces," Chicago Humanities Institute, University of Chicago,  

1997-1998, $3000.00. 
Graham Foundation, 1997, $20,000. 
Chicago Humanities Institute, University of Chicago, 1996-1997, $3000.00. 
"Gender Gap," Harris Fund, University of Chicago, 1997, $1000.00. 
 
Invited Lectures and Conference Papers 
 
"Do Clothes Make the Jew?  Jewish Consumer Culture, Jewish Consumers, or Just 
Jews buying Things?” Jewish History and Consumer Culture in Modern Times" at 
University College London on  June 20th, 21st and 22nd 2006. 
 
“Les Mots et les choses: Quelle histoire peut-on écrire à partir de la culture 
materielle?" Ecole Normale Supérieure, Lyon, 14 June, 2006.
 
"The Temporality of Things and Words: the Évolués and the Sapeurs between 
Europe, the Congo and Zaire,” "Standing Waters. Media and Temporalities of 
Stagnation,” University of Weimar, Germany, April, 2006.  
 
"Leaving Traces of Trauma: Memoires, archives, and photographs," ‘Beyond Camps 
and Forced Labour – 60 Years On’, Imperial War Museum, London,11-13 January 
2006. 
 
“The Aesthetics of Time and Place: Visual and Material culture in Jewish 
Homes,” Keynote Lecture at the Annual Locating Design Conference. London 
Metropolitan University, London, September 2005. 
 
Participation in conference on “Beyond the Disciplines” University of Chicago, 
Université de Paris, VII. Paris, May 2005. 
 
"Leaving Traces of Trauma: Memoires, archives, and restitution petitions," 
Franke Institute, October 2004. 
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“Did Jews have ’Jewish’ Homes? Material culture, visual culture, and identity 
in Interwar Paris and Berlin,” Visual Culture Series, University of Texas, 
Austin, April, 2004.  
 
“Challenges for Feminism in the 21st Century,” Gender and Women’s Studies, 
University of Texas, Austin, April, 2004.  
 
“Revolutionary Taste,” Council for European Studies Meeting, Chicago, March, 
2004. 
 
“Remembered homes: The work of memory in Postwar Paris” Wisconsin French 
History Group, January 31, 2004. 
 
“Restitution claims as narratives of mourning: Paris, 1944-1948” American 
Anthropology Association meetings, November 2003, Chicago. 
 
“Quelle place pour les femmes dans l’histoire enseignée?” Audition at the 
Conseil Économique et social, Paris, May 27, 2003 
 
“Compensating for Lost Homes: From ‘restitution’ to ‘reparation’ 
Paris, 1944-1985” Conference on The Post-War European Home.  AHRB Centre for 
the Study of the Domestic Interior,  Victoria and Albert Museum, London May 
12, 2003. 
 
“Le genre de la nation: France et Allemagne,” Seminar the University 
d’Avignon, April 11, 2003. 
 
“Récits de Perte: Demandes de Restitution” Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences 
Sociales, Paris, February 20, 2003. 
 
“Art/craft, national/regional, paternal/maternal, state/nation: The binaries 
of culture in France’s Third Republic,” Art and Society Conference, German 
Historical Institute, Washington DC, December 7, 2002. 
 
“Restitution de quoi? La Quête du passé, de la mémoire, et de reconnaissance 
par l'état français dans les demandes de réparations des juifs parisiens, 
1944-1945," Seminar on Reparations at the Sorbonne, Paris I, November 28, 
2002. 
 
“Do States make Style? German, French, and Jewish Taste in the 1920s and 
1930s.” Humanities Institute, UCLA, April 2002. 
 
“Thinking national consumption” Brown University, September 2001. 
 
“’Jewish Taste?’ Jews and the aesthetics of everyday life in Paris and Berlin, 
1920-1942,” Workshop on Gender and Consumption, FU, Berlin, September 2001. 
 
“The Everyday of Citizenship: Aesthetics, Affect and Law in France and 
Germany, 1890-1933,” in the Comparative History Seminar, at the Freie 
Universität, Berlin. February 2001. 
 
“’Jewish Taste?’ Jews and the aesthetics of everyday life in Paris and Berlin, 
1920-1942,” in Prof. Ingrid Gilcher-Holtey’s seminar at the Universität 
Bielefeld. February 2001.  
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“’Jewish Taste?’ Jews and the aesthetics of everyday life in Paris and Berlin, 
1920-1942,” in Prof. Gisela Bock’s seminar on the History of Consumption at 
the Freie Universität, Berlin. February 2001.  
 
“Women’s Suffrage and Concepts of Citizenship: The Nation-State in France and 
Germany, 1871-1918,” AHA, Boston, January, 2001. 
 
“National Differences in Thinking the Nation? French and United States 
Perspectives on the Modern Nation-State,” New York Area French History Group, 
New School for Social Research, January, 2000. 
 
"'National taste?' Citizenship law and everyday aesthetics in France and 
Germany, 1900-1930," Cornell University, October, 1999. 
 
"Bavarian Crucifixes and French Headscarves:  Religious Practices and the 
Postmodern European State," Cornell University, October, 1999. 
 
"'National taste?' Citizenship law and everyday aesthetics in France and 
Germany, 1900-1930," Conference on Material Politics, Cambridge University, 
September, 1999. 
 
“Gender Studies/Women’s Studies: The Future?” Albion College, May, 1999. 
 
“Feminist Theory and the History of Everyday Aesthetics,” Women’s Studies, 
University of Iowa, May, 1999. 
 
"'National taste?' Citizenship law and everyday aesthetics in France and 
Germany, 1900-1930," History Department, Emory University, April, 1999. 
 
“Women’s Suffrage and Concepts of Citizenship: The Nation-State in France and 
Germany, 1871-1918,” Conference on “Women and Human Rights, Social Justice and 
Citizenship: International Historical Perspectives,” University of Melbourne, 
Australia, June 30 – July 2, 1998. 
 
"An Outsider's take on Feminist Archaeology," Advanced Seminar at the School 
of American Research on "Doing Archaeology as a Feminist," April 19-23, 1998. 
 
"Bavarian Crucifixes and French Headscarves:  Religious Practices and the 
Postmodern European State," Conference on "Decolonization: Painful Transitions 
in the Cold War Period," Trinity College, Hartford, March 13-14, 1998.                    
 
"Le genre de l'Etat et de la Nation: comparaison entre la France et 
l'Allemagne," Conference on "L'histoire sans les femmes est-elle possible?" 
GRHIS, Université de Rouen, November 27-29, 1997. 
 
"Revolutionary Homes: New Nations and Domesticity in England, France, and 
America," Conference on "Private Life/Private Space: Understanding the Home," 
University of Virginia, Charlottesville, October 24-26, 1997. 
 
"Forms of state and the meaning of things," French Historical Studies meeting, 
Lexington, Kentucky, March 1997. 
 
"'National taste?' Citizenship law and everyday aesthetics in France and 
Germany, 1900-1930," History Department, Harvard University, February 1997. 
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"'National taste?' Citizenship law and everyday aesthetics in France and 
Germany, 1900-1930," History Department, University of Texas, Austin, February 
1997. 
 
"La place de l'experience dans l'écriture de l'histoire des femmes," Seminar 
on Histoire et histoire des femmes.  Parcours intellectuels d'historiens et 
d'historiennes." Université de Lyons II, December 1996. 
 
"An Exemplary Life? Thoughts on Simone de Beauvoir's Public Representations of 
her Private Life," Midwest Faculty Seminar, Chicago, November 1996. 
 
"'Sambo' goes global" (co-authored with Tom Holt), Conference on 
globalization, University of Chicago, November 1996. 
 
"Bavarian Crucifixes and French Headscarves:  Religious Practices and the 
Postmodern European State," Conference on Religious Transformations: Colonial 
and Post-Colonial Encounters at the Center for Historical Analysis, Rutgers 
University, October, 1996. 
 
"The Everyday of Citizenship, or, How Does the Law Matter?" Einstein Forum, 
Potsdam, July 1996.                                                    
 
"Thinking about Material Culture and Politics," Volkskunde, University of 
Göttingen, July 1996. 
 
"The Everyday of Citizenship, or, How Does the Law Matter?" Max Planck 
Institut für Geschichte, Göttingen, July 1996. 
 
"Nationalism, Internationalism, and Bourgeois Class Formation in Nineteenth-
Century France," AHA Convention,  Atlanta, January 1996. 
 
"Commodity Fetishism and National Identity," Conference on Fetishism at the 
University of Amsterdam, December 1995. 
 
"La production et la consommation du meuble à Paris à la fin du XIXème:  entre 
le marché, l'état et la nation," Centre Jean Bouvier, Université de Paris 
VIII, December 1994. 
 
"Using Bourdieu's Theory of Practice to think historically about the politics 
of the everyday," Midwest Faculty Seminar, University of Chicago, March 1994. 
 
"The Politics of the Everyday, or, Why the Trivial Matters,"  Department of 
Anthropology, University of Washington, January 1994. 
 
"New Directions in Scholarship:  The Politics of Material Culture in 
Nineteenth-Century Europe," Symposium on "Prussia in the Age of Biedermeier:  
Art, Architecture and the Decorative Arts, 1800-1848," Bard Graduate Center 
for Studies in the Decorative Arts, January 1994. 
 
"Political and Social Representation in the Third Republic:  Making the State 
and the Nation,"  New York Area French History Group, New School for Social 
Research, December 1993. 
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"La consommation comme travail des femmes:  entre le doméstique et l'état," 
Groupe d'Etudes sur la Division Sociale et Sexuelle du Travail, CNRS, December 
1993. 
 
Round Table on Production and Consumption.  Social Science History Association 
Meeting, Baltimore, November 1993. 
 
"The Gendering of Consumer Practices: A Problem of Political and Social 
Representation in Nineteenth-Century France,"  Conference on "Creating a 
Public:  The European 'Public Sphere' and its Alternatives under Colonialism," 
SSRC and the Humanities Institute, University of Chicago, October 1993. 
 
"The Politics of the Everyday, or, Why the Trivial Matters," NYU Program in 
French Literature and Civilization, April 1993. 
 
"The Politics of the Everyday, or, Why the Trivial Matters," School of Social 
Science, Institute for Advanced Study, March 1993. 
 
"The Gendering of Consumerism:  Housewives, garçonnes, collectors and 
dandies,"Roundtable on Consumerism, Center for Historical Studies,  Rutgers 
University, February 1993. 
 
"A Critique of Foucault's Utopian Vision in The History of Sexuality vol. 2"  
Midwest Faculty Seminar, University of Chicago, March 1992. 
 
"Theories and Practices of Consumerism,"  American Historical Association 
Meeting, Chicago, December 1991. 
 
"Perceptions of Beauty and the Problem of Consciousness:  Parisian Furniture 
Makers," Fordham University, November 1991. 
 
"Historicism and Gender in Nineteenth-century France." Minda de Gunzberg 
Center for European Studies, Harvard University, November 1990. 
 
"The Constitution of Class Position through Social Practice:  Consumption and 
the Creation of Taste."  Round Table on the Petite Bourgeoisie, Friedrich-
Ebert-Stiftung, Bad-Homburg, FRG, June 1990. 
 
Presentation of several articles in the French History Group at the University 
of California, Berkeley, May 1990. 
 
"The Revival of the Ancien Regime in the 1830s's:  Copy or Pastiche?" 
Conference on the Old Regime and the French Revolution, Oklahoma State 
University, Stillwater, Oklahoma, November 1989. 
 
“Representations of Good Taste:  Parisian 'Taste Professionals' and the State 
in the Mid-Nineteenth Century."  Western Society for French History, New 
Orleans, Louisiana, October 1989. 
 
"The Place of Consumption in the Gendered Construction of Identity." Rutgers 
University, September 1989. 
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"La création du goût: l'ameublement à Paris de 1860 à 1914."  Centre 
d'Ethnologie Francaise, Musée des Arts et Traditions Populaires, Paris, 
December 1988. 
 
"Vers une théorie historique de la création du goût."  Ecole des Hautes Etudes 
en Sciences Sociales, Paris, November 1988. 
 
"Le goût et la consommation de masse dans l'industrie du meuble, XIX-XXè 
siècles."  Centre Pierre Léon, Université de Lyon II, November 1988. 
 
"Le goût et la stratification sociale." Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences 
Sociales, Paris, November 1988. 
 
"The Genesis and Gendering of Collecting:  The Case of French Furniture in the 
Nineteenth Century,"  Nineteenth Century French Studies Colloquium, Ann Arbor, 
October 1988.                                                 
 
Presentation on the work of Clifford Geertz, round-table on the uses of 
metaphor in history, Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales, Paris, 
March 1988. 
 
"Were Women to Consumption as Men to Production?  The Case of the Parisian 
Furniture Industry, 1860-1914."  French Historical Studies Meeting, Columbia, 
South Carolina, March 1988. 
 
"Women as Producers, Consumers and Images in the Creation of the Style 1900," 
Berkshire Conference, Wellesley College, June 1987. 
"The Social Construction of Taste: Furniture in Paris, 1860-1914," History 
Department, University of Chicago, March 1987. 
 
"The Social Construction of Taste: Furniture in Paris, 1860-1914," History 
Department, University of Kansas, February 1987. 
"The 'Culture of Production' in the Parisian Furniture Industries," School of 
Social Sciences, Georgia Technical University, February 1987. 
 
"The Gendering of Consumption," History Department, University of Wisconsin, 
Madison, January 1987. 
 
"La création de l'intérieur:  piège ou possibilité libératoire pour les 
bourgeoises parisiennes à la fin du XIXè siècle?"  Université de Paris, VII, 
January 1986. 
 
Series of presentations on American women's history and on my own research in 
the Work Group on Women's History, Université de Paris, VII, 1984-1986. 
 
Series of talks on the Parisian furniture industry in the 18th century at the 
American College in Paris, Winter, 1985: 
 
1)  "Did the Ancien Regime Guilds Hamper or Encourage Innovation in the 
Trades?  The Case of the Parisian Furniture Industry." 
 
2)  "Gendered Furniture?  Attributions of Femininity and Masculinity in 
Furniture Design and Usage." 
 



Leora Auslander                                                      Curriculum Vitae                                                        Page 11 
 
 
3)  "The Construction of Memory:  The Symbolic Meaning of 18th Century 
Furniture in the Late 19th century." 
 
"L'historiographie des femmes aux Etats-Unis:  de l'histoire des femmes à 
l'histoire du 'genre',"  Centre Pierre Léon, Université de Lyon, II, 1984. 
 
 
Commentator 
 
“Le Musée du quai Branly,” France Chicago Center, Paris, June 1-2, 2006 
 
Paris at the Periphery, Urban History Association Meeting, Milwaukee, October 
2004. 
 
Consumption and Modernity, Emory University, April, 1999. 
 
Commentator on Daniel Miller’s work at the Morgan Lectures, Anthropology 
Department, Rochester University, October, 1998.   
 
Roundtable on Rethinking German History in the Twentieth Century, American 
Historical Association, Seattle, Washington, January, 1998.             
 
"Rhetorics of Slavery and Citizenship in Nineteenth-Century British Feminist 
Thought,"  Social Science History Association Meeting, Washington, October 
1997. 
 
Third Republic Conference, Ann Arbor, Michigan, October, 1997. 
 
"Weimar Culture," Social Science History Association Meeting, Chicago, 
November 1995. 
 
"Consumerism," Council for European Studies, Chicago, April 1994. 
 
"The Gendering of Paternalism,"  Round-Table on Business History,Montreal, 
November 1992. 
 
"Universality and Difference" Social Science History Association Meeting, 
Chicago, November 1992. 
 
"Overnight Sensations:  Art and Women's Experience of the Prussian Siege of 
Paris." Chicago Area Art History Colloquia, UIC, March 1992. 
 
"Modern Sexuality," Foucault Conference, University of Chicago, October 1991. 
 
"Difference Within:  Peasants, Criminals and Women in Old Regime France," 
French Historical Studies Meeting, Vancouver, British Columbia, March 1991. 
 
"The Construction of Identity,"  Eighth Berkshire Conference, Rutgers 
University, June 1990. 
 
"Gender and Theories of Subalternity," Asian Studies Association Meeting, 
Chicago, April 1990. 
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Research Presentations at the University of Chicago 
 
Social Theory Workshop, October 2004. 
Franke Institute, October 2004. 
Jewish Studies Workshop, January 2004. 
Built Environment Workshop, January 2004. 
Modern European History Workshop, October 2001. 
European Studies Workshop, May 1997. 
Gender and Society Workshop, May 1995, January 1997. 
20th Century European Culture Workshop, October 1994. 
East Asian Studies Workshop, January 1994. 
Social History Workshop, October 1993. 
Social History Workshop, January 1992. 
Humanities Institute, October 1991. 
Committee on Critical Practice, June 1991. 
Visual Studies Conference, May 1989. 
Sociology of Culture Workshop, November 1988. 
Feminist Theory Workshop, October 1988. 
Comparative Politics Workshop, May 1988. 
European Studies Workshop, January 1988. 
Cloth and Clothing Workshop, November 1987. 
 
Departmental and University Service 
 
 Workshops 
 
Co-organizer, Twentieth-Century European History Workshop, 1998-1999;  

2000-2001; 2002-2005. 
Organizer, Embodied Utopias Workshop, 1998-1999. 
Co-organizer, Workshop on Contemporary European Culture, 1994-1995. 
Co-organizer, Social History Workshop, 1993-1994. 
Co-organizer, Gender Studies Workshop, 1991-1992. 
Co-organizer, European Studies Workshop, Spring, 1990. 
Co-organizer, Gender and Society Workshop, 1988-89; 1994-1995; 1996-1999. 

Organizer, 1993-1994. 
Co-organizer, Feminist Theory Workshop, 1988-89; 1989-1990. 
Organizer, European Studies Workshop, Winter, 1988. 
 

Fellowship and Grant Committees 
 
Member, Fulbright Committee, 1987; 1989; 1994; 1996; 2003. 
Member, CGMF Fellowship Committee, 1997, 1999; 2005. 
Chair, Chicago Group on Modern France, Fellowship Committee, 1994;  
Chair, Fulbright-Lurcy Committee, 1993. 
Chair,  Fellowships Committee, 1991-1992. 
Member, SSDR Fund Committee, 1988-1989; 1989-1990. 
Co-Chair Fulbright Committee, 1988. 
 
 Search Committees 
 
Member, Early Modern and Modern European History Search Committee, History  
 Department, 2001-2002. 
Chair,  Ad Hoc Personnel Committee, History Department, 1997-1998. 
Member, Search Committee in South Asian History, 1997-1998. 
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Member, Search Committee in Early Modern European History, 1996-1997. 
Member, Search Committee in American History, 1990. 
Member, Ad Hoc Personnel Committee, the College, 1989-1990. 
Member, Search Committee in 18th century French History, 1988-89. 
 
 Standing Departmental Committees 
 
Member, Advisory Committee, 1998-1999; 2000-2002. 
Chair, Placement and Fellowships Committee, from 2001. 
Member, Placement Committee, 2000-2001. 
Chair,  Undergraduate Affairs Committee, 1998-1999. 
Member, Undergraduate Affairs Committee, 1997-1998. 
Member, Graduate Student Affairs Committee, 1993-1995. 
Member, Admissions and Aid Committee, 1988-89; 1989-90; 1991-92; 1994-95;  
 2004-2005. 
 
 Committee on Jewish Studies 
Member, Curriculum Review Committee, 2005. 
 
 Center for Gender Studies 
Chair, Curriculum Committee, 2004-2005. 
 
 College Governance 
 
Member, Faculty Search Committee for the Dean of Students in the College,  
 2001. 
Member, Faculty Committee on International and Second Language Education,  

1998-2000. 
Member, Committee of the College Council, 1997-1999. 
Member, College Council, 1997-1999. 
 
 University Committees 
 
Member, Faculty Governing Board, Franke Institute for the Humanities,  

2003-2006. 
Member, Advisory Committee on the University of Chicago’s Center in Paris,  
 2000-2003. 
Member, Council on Advanced Study, 2000-2002. 
Member, Council on Teaching, 1994-1995. 
Co-organizer, Gender Studies Program (planning stage), 1990-92. 
Member, Committee on Critical Practices, 1988-1994. 

Steering Committee, 1993-1995. 
Member, University Committee on Teaching, 1989-90. 
Member, Humanities Center Committee, 1989-90. 
Member, Ad Hoc Committee on Harrassment, Summer-Fall, 1988. 
 
Courses Taught 
 
Western Civilization from 800 to the Present. 
Topics in Modern European Gender History. 
Theories of Class and Gender. 
19th and 20th century European Social History. 
Social and Cultural Theory. 
History and Fiction:  Narrative Practices. 
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The Self and the Other in Modern Europe. 
European Gender Theory and History. 
The Invention of "the Social" in 19th Century Europe. 
Gender Studies Praticum.                
The Gendering of Nations and Empires. 
Theories and Practices of the Everyday. 
Inventing Modern France.              
Capitalism and Feminism in the Late 20th Century. 
Good Taste and the Modern Nation: Revolutionary Conceptions of Goods in  

England, France, and the United States.    
Problems in Gender Studies, II: Capitalism and Desire. 
Introduction to Gender Studies: Engendering the Nation/State. 
Subjectivity, Desire and Goods. 
Paris and Vienna at the Fin-de-siècle. 
Gender, Sexuality, Capitalism, and Fetishism. 
Nation, Race, and Gender in the Atlantic World,1890-1930. 
Jewish Life in France and Germany. 
Doing History with Things. 
Everyday Life in the USSR and Western Europe. 
The Politics of Memory in France and Germany. 
European Jewish History as Minority Culture. 
Europe 1930-Present. 
Cultural Revolutions. 
 
Professional Service 
 
Visiting Committee, Women’s Studies, University of Michigan, 2005. 
 
Advisory Editorial Board, Home Cultures 2003-. 
 
Editorial Board for the Book Series: Leisure, Consumption and Culture, Berg 
Press, 2002-. 
 
Member, Steering Committee, Council for European Studies, Columbia University, 
2002-2005. 
 
Council for European Studies, Pre-dissertation fellowship selection committee, 
2001. 
 
Evaluation Committee, German Marshall Fund, Winter 1999. 
 
Advisory Editorial Board, Clio, Histoire, femmes et sociétés.  Clio is a 
French journal in gender history, 1994-. 
 
Associate Editor, Wilder House Book series in Politics, History and Culture, 
with Cornell University Press, 1988-1990. (With David Laitin, Political 
Science Department, University of Chicago and George Steinmetz,  Sociology 
Department, University of Chicago.)   
 
Manuscript reviewer for the University of Chicago Press, University of 
California Press, and Princeton University Press.  Article reviewer for the 
Journal of Modern History, Comparative Studies in Society and History and 
American Historical Review. 
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Member, Screening Committee for Western Europe, Social Science Research 
Council, 1988-1989, 1990-1991. 
 
Graduate Teaching 
 
      Over the last sixteen years I have read (or am reading) PhD oral 
examination fields with approximately 100 students.  The areas include:  
Modern French History; Modern European Cultural History; Modern European 
Social History; Feminist Theory; Social Theory; European Gender History; 
European Labor History; and The Cultural and Social History of Aesthetics and 
Design. 

I am the chair or co-chair of six dissertations and am second or third 
reader on an additional seventeen, and I was a first reader on five and second 
or third reader on thirty-eight completed dissertations.  


