Theories and Practices of Everyday Life

Leora Auslander and Harry Harootunian

Tuesdays, 3:00-6:00

This course will analyze the concept of the "everyday" and its relation to modernity.  Discussions will center around better defining the elusive term and understanding how the everyday articulates with both experience and large scale social transformation.  We will, therefore, also attempt to grasp how the everyday has changed in the transition from industrial to monopoly to late capitalism.   A central focus will be the relation between culture and politics, especially under fascism.  

The course will be organized as a discussion.  The requirements for the course will be participation in the weekly meetings and an essay that will be due at the end of the quarter.

Books Available for Purchase at the Seminary Bookstore


Martin Heidegger, Being and Time


Theodor Adorno, The Jargon of Authenticity


Henri Lefebvre, Critique of Everyday Life


Henri Lefebvre, The Production of Space


Detlev J.K. Peukert, Inside Nazi Germany:  Conformity, Opposition and



Racism in Everyday Life


Adrian Rifkin, Street Noises:  Parisian Pleasure 1900-1940


Paul Gilroy, The Black Atlantic:  Modernity and Double Consciousness


Michel de Certeau, The Practice of Everyday Life


Allan Pred,  Lost words and lost worlds:  modernity and the 


language of everyday life in late nineteenth-century Stockholm


Georges Perec, Life: A User's Manual


Georges Perec, Things: a story of the sixties


Walter Benjamin, Illuminations


Roland Barthes, Mythologies

Essays available for photocopying outside SS222.

Two copies of the essays and book chapters assigned will be left with Stephanie Stamm.  Please borrow and promptly return these copies.

January 3.  Introduction:  The Everyday

January 10.Heidegger's Conceptualization of the Everyday


Martin Heidegger, Being and Time IV, 383-424

January 17. Adorno's Critique of Heidegger


Theodor Adorno, The Jargon of Authenticity


Hannah Arendt, The Origins of Totalitarianism, last chapter

January 24.  The Question of Practice and Structure


Henri Lefebvre, Critique of Everyday Life; pages to be announced

Michel de Certeau, The Practice of Everyday Life, Part I


Maurice Blanchot, "The Speech of the Everyday"

January 31 The Everyday and the Problem of "Resistance" under the Third Reich 

Detlev J.K. Peukert, Inside Nazi Germany:  Conformity, Opposition 



and Racism in Everyday Life (New Haven, 1987).


Alf Lüdtke, "Polymorphous Synchrony: German Industrial Workers and the


Politics of Everyday Life," International Review of Social History 38 


(1993): 39-84.

February 7.Urban Space and Everyday Practices


Adrian Rifkin, Street Noises:  Parisian Pleasure 1900-1940

Walter Benjamin, Illuminations, selections

February 14. Music, Literature, and Everyday Practices

Paul Gilroy, The Black Atlantic:  Modernity and Double Consciousness

Kristin Ross, Fast Cars, Clean Bodies, Introduction and Chapter 4.

February 21. The Everyday and Space


Henri Lefebvre, The Production of Space, chs. 1, 2, and 7


Michel de Certeau, The Practice of Everyday Life, Part III


Allan Pred, Lost words and lost worlds:  modernity and the language of


everyday life in late nineteenth-century Stockholm, chapters, 1, 4,



 and 6

February 28.  Feminist Takes on the Everyday


Dorothy Smith, Everyday Life as Problematic


Kristin Ross, Fast Cars, Clean Bodies

March 7. The Everyday Life of Things


Roland Barthes, Mythologies(New York, 1972)


Kristin Ross, Fast Cars, Clean Bodies


Georges Perec, Things: a story of the sixties

