Europe, 1930 - present

History 23303 01/33303 01
Spring, 2010
Tu/Th 1:30-2:50

Prof. Leora Auslander

Office: Harper Memorial West, 608
Office Hours: Fridays 10:30-12:30
Email: lausland@uchicago.edu
Teaching Assistant:

Office Hours: 
Email : 
Language Across the Curriculum TA: Joachim Häberlen
Office Hours: by appointment (through email)
Email: jhaeberl@uchicago.edu

This course will provide an introduction to European History since  World War I. Topics covered will include: the causes, experiences, and effects of the First and Second  World Wars, the wars of decolonization, the Cold War and conflict in the former Yugoslavia; transformations in society and economy, including the Depression, the making of the welfare state, changes in gender relations, and the consequences of post-colonial immigration; political contestation, particularly conflict between Left and Right in the 1930s, protests of workers, students and women in the 1960s and 1970s, and anti-globalization mobilization at the end of the 20th century; debates over the place of religion; issues of national sovereignty raised by the European Union and “Americanization.”  Materials used will include political treatises, fiction, images, and film.

Texts and Films:

Two key texts are available for purchase at the Seminary Co-op bookstore and on reserve in Regenstein Library. They will be read in their entirety and it is highly recommended that you purchase them.  Articles, chapters, extra maps, images and music are available either through “Course Documents” for the relevant date or through reserve in Regenstein Library.  Films can be purchased or rented. One copy is also on reserve in Regenstein Library and some may be in the Film Center Library. 



Eric Hobsbawm, The Age of Extremes: A History of the World, 1914-1991 (New 


York: Vintage, 1996)

Richard Overy, Atlas of 20th century History (London: Collins, 2005)
ISBN 0-00-720170-2

Georges Perec, Things: A story of the Sixties trans. David Bellos (Boston: David Godine, 
2002).  ISBN-10: 1567921574
Required films:
The following are available through Amazon:
Jean Renoir, Grand Illusion, 1937 (114 minutes)
Roberto Rossellini, Germany, Year Zero, 1947

Carol Reed, The Third Man, 1949 (105 minutes)

Luis García Berlanga, !Bienvenido, Mister Marshall! 1952.  (75 minutes)

Jean-Luc Godard, Tout va Bien, 1972 (95 minutes)
Gillo Pontecorvo, The Battle of Algiers, 1966 (125 minutes)

Stephen Frears, My Beautiful Launderette, 1985 (98 minutes)
Wolfgang Becker, Good Bye Lenin, 2003 (121 minutes)
Dany Boon, Bienvenue chez les Ch’tis, [Welcome to the Sticks]  2008 (106 minutes) 
The following are available from:International Historic films at:  http://www.ihffilm.com/index.html

Luis Bunuel, Las Hurdes: Tierra Sin Pan, [Without Bread or Unpromised 


Land],1932 (15 minutes)

Arthur Elton and Edgar Anstey, Housing Problems, 1935 (25 minutes)

Hans Steinhoff, Hitlerjunge Quex, 1933 (87 minutes)
Recommended films:

These are included for your information and in case you want to watch more.  This is an idiosyncratic and far from exhaustive list. I would be very grateful for additions, so if you know of any other films relevant to particular topics, please let me know. 







Organization: 
General Organization
This course will have three lectures (Tuesday, Thursday, Tuesday) followed by a discussion every fourth class. If numbers allow the class will be broken into two sections (one of which will meet in a different room).  If not, we will meet in Social Sciences 122 as usual for the discussion section.
Quizzes
On-line quizzes will test knowledge acquired in readings, films and lectures.  They will be administered through Chalk. 
Language Across the Curriculum Option:
Those who have some French or German are encouraged to sign up for the section led by Joachim Häberlen which will include discussion of texts, films, and songs in those languages. (In some cases materials in the original language will be substituted for the main readings.)  Please note that we do not expect an advanced level.   This section will meet every week (during the regular discussions every other Thursday AND on Fridays during the “off” week).  Participants in this section will, however, be exempt from the quizzes, and the final will be adapted to your particular reading.  Please contact Mr. Häberlen as soon as possible if you would like to enrol in this section. 
Writing Intensive course  
This may also be taken by History majors as a writing intensive course. Please see Prof. Auslander. 
PLEASE NOTE: THE USE OF COMPUTERS IN CLASS WILL NOT BE ALLOWED.  
Requirements:
Reading/Film Viewing
1) The vast majority of your time outside of class for this course will be spent doing the assigned reading, viewing films, looking at other visual materials, or listening to music. The writing assignments are both brief and based entirely on the assigned reading and the material covered in class. Lectures will be more interesting and intelligible if you’ve done the homework attached to them; it is, in any case, vital that you be up-to-date on the readings and other materials by the time of the discussion sections. 
2) Assignments for most classes include some primary and some secondary reading. These have different purposes and should be read accordingly:

a)  Richard Overy’s Atlas of 20th century history. The lectures will assume 

that you have acquired the material covered here.  We will not be 
discussing the Overy in class (unless, of course, you have questions).
b) Eric Hobsbawm’s The Age of Extremes is a narrative, non-textbook, 

account of the entire period.  It makes an argument to which you 

should be attentive and it will be an intermittent topic of discussion. 

c) Primary written sources, both excerpted and full texts.  These include 

short stories, novels, memoires, essays and political texts.  They should 
be read carefully and a copy brought to the discussion section following the week they are assigned. 
Direct reference will be made to them in class and you will be asked to 

interpret them.  
d) Films.  Because films became a crucial means of both making and 

recording history in the 20th century, they are a central part of this 


course. The films are an essential part of the course and to be viewed 

as seriously as you read.  Although no previous experience with film is 

expected, you should be able not only to summarize the plot, but  you 

should also have thought about how sound, image, and time are 

working in each of the films. It is essential to be attentive to the date 


and location of production as well as to genre. 
3) Guidelines for reading/analysing each of the texts and films assigned will be provided on the chalk-site.
Written work:          











1) Chalk postings:

Each student will post a 500-1000 word commentary on the 
two-week’s reading/films preceding each discussion section. 
2) Quizzes:

There will be 3 multiple choice quizzes on the readings done 
via Chalk during the term.  These will be on, April 9, April 23  

May 21. They will cover material discussed in the 
lectures, films and readings. 
3) Take home final:

Questions will be posted on Friday, May 28
Papers will be due on Monday, June 7 at 9:00 am. 

You will be offered a choice of three questions and asked to 

write a 7-10 page essay on one of them. 

Guidelines for successful essays will be posted on the course’s chalk site.

Papers should be both sent to the Chalk digital drop box and submitted in two paper copies to the course’s box outside the History Department office (3rd floor of Social Sciences).



Attendance and Participation:  Readings, films, lectures, and discussions will complement each other.  Attendance at the lectures will not be monitored, but material covered only there will be needed to do well on the quizzes and the take-home final.  Attendance will be taken at the discussion sessions and participation will be graded.  
If you need to be absent from discussion section please send both instructors an email explaining absences; prolonged or repeated absence must be justified by a note from a doctor or your advisor or it will be reflected in your final grade.
Grading:

Chalk postings:  25%

Discussion Section participation: 20%
Quizzes: 20% (lowest result will be dropped)
Final: 35%
Notes on Participation Grades:

“A” – a student always attends discussion sections and makes frequent contributions that reflect an excellent understanding of the assigned materials, attentive listening to others.

“B” – a student attends class almost always (at most 1 absence) and makes frequent contributions that reflect a good understanding of the assigned materials, attentive listening to others.

“C” – a student attends class almost always (at most 1 absence), but infrequently or never contributes. 
“D”—a student has sporadic attendance (more than 2 absences) and makes infrequent and ill-informed contributions.

“F”—a student has sporadic attendance (more than 3 absences) and never contributes or will not contribute usefully to the discussion.

If you do not feel comfortable participating spontaneously in class discussions please discuss this with me immediately; we will figure out another solution.

Notes on Chalk-Posting Grades:

“A” – a student posts a comment for all 4 discussion sessions. Those comments will reflect serious engagement with the assigned materials and an excellent understanding of them.

 “B” -- a student posts a comment for virtually all classes (missing at most 1).  Those comments will reflect considerable thought and a good understanding of the assigned materials.

“C” -- a student  posts a comment for virtually call classes (missing at most 1), but those postings will be sketchy or reflect a hasty perusal of the materials OR  posts sporadically (missing more than 3) but makes good contributions when s/he does;

“D”—a student makes sporadic postings (missing 2 or more) and those postings reflect marginal attention to the materials. 

“F”—a student misses three or more postings.

Please note: Being attentive to the thoughts of others is as important as your own engagement.  It is expected that you read your colleagues’ postings.  


4) 
5) 
a) 

b) 
c) 
d) 
6) 
Tuesday, March 30.  Introduction and the Impact of World War I

Start reading:

Hobsbawm, The Age of Extremes, Introduction and chapters 1-2.
Overy, 10-11; 16-47; 166-187


Film: Jean Renoir, Grand Illusion, 1937 (114 minutes)
Thursday, April 1. Social, Political and Economic Life in the Interwar Period
Virginia Woolf, Three Guineas (1938) pp. 1-88.
From Program of the Popular Front (1936)

Paul Lazarsfeld, et al.  Marienthal:  The Sociography of an Unemployed Community, 



Hobsbawm, chs.  The Age of Extremes, chs. 3-5
Overy, 54-55; 57-67.
Films: Luis Bunuel, Las Hurdes: Tierra Sin Pan, [Without Bread or Unpromised 


Land],1932 (15 minutes)
Arthur Elton and Edgar Anstey, Housing Problems, 1935 (25 minutes)

Recommended films:

Joris Ivens, The Spanish Earth, 1937
The Will of the People, 1939
Guillermo del Toro, Pan’s Labyrinth (119 minutes)




Tuesday, April 6. Everyday life and Resistance under Fascism

Nuremberg laws,http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Holocaust/nurlaws.html 

Statut des Juifs, http://www.amgot.org/statut.htm (For those who read French)

Detlev
Peukert, Inside Nazi Germany chs. 1, 5, 8, 13 and epilogue
Overy, 68-77; 82-91
Thursday, April 8. Discussion Sections

This discussion, like those to follow will cover the material from the previous three class plus the specific material assigned here. In this case, the following film and music:
Film:  Hans Steinhoff, Hitler Youth Quex, 1933 (87 minutes)
Songs from Occupied France
Recommended:


Veit Harlan, Jud Süß (1940)


Leni Riefenstahl, Triumph of the Will (1934)


Leni Riefenstahl, Victory of Faith (1934) 

Belief & Beauty - The History of the Nazi BDM Movement (Glaube 


& Schönheit), 1938-1939
Marcel Ophuls, The Sorrow and the Pity, 1970

Claude Lanzmann, Shoah, 
Rachid Bouchareb, Indigènes [Days of Glory] 2006 (120 minutes)
Pierre Javaux, Les Enfants du Pays 2006 (87 minutes)
1st  QUIZ.  Friday April 9 on line.
Tuesday, April 13.  Immediate Aftermath of War: Justice and Renewal? 
Nuremberg, Constitution of the International Military Tribunal 

















Marguerite Duras,”The War” in her collection, The War: A Memoir trans. Barbara 


Bray ( New York: Pantheon, 1986) 
Jean Améry, “How Much Home Does a Person Need?” in his At the Mind’s 

Limits trans. Sidney Rosenfeld and Stella P. Rosenfeld (Bloomington: Indiana

Univ. Press, 1980), pp. 41-62.
Overy,  92-95.
Film: Roberto Rossellini, Germany, Year Zero, 1947

Recommended Films:  

Roberto Rossellini, Open City, 1945, (105 min.)

Vittorio De Sica, The Bicycle Thief, 1948
Thursday, April 15.  Making Europe “American”?  The Marshall Plan

John Marshall, Speech at Harvard University, 1947 announcing the Plan

European Recovery Program, Basic Document no 1. October 1947

Review of European Press Reaction to Mr. Hoffman's Paris Visit and OEEC 


Negotiations, 25 October through 10 November 1949, December 1, 1949 

Interview with George C. Marshall, October 30, 1952 

Overy, 110-115

Film: Luis García Berlanga, !Bienvenido, Mister Marshall! 1952.  (75 minutes)

Tuesday, April 20.  The Cold War in Europe
Winston S. Churchill, “The Sinews of Peace,” (1946) in Churchill’s ‘Iron Curtain’ 


Speech Fifty Years Later ed.  James W. Muller (Columbia: Univ. of Missouri 


Press, 1999), pp. 1-14. D 843 .C5295 1999.
Audio of Churchill Speech

Marquis Childs, The Ragged Edge: The Diary of a Crisis (New York: Doubleday, 


1955), pp. 7-19; selections. D 843 C.52

Hobsbawm, The Age of Extremes, chs. 8 and 13
Overy,  98-107
Thursday, April 22. Discussion
Film:  Carol Reed, The Third Man, 1949 (105 minutes)
Recommended Films:


Leander Haußmann, Sonnenallee 1999, (101 minutes) 

Florian Henckel von Donnersmarck, The Lives of Others, 2006 (138 minutes_

2nd QUIZ – Friday April 23rd, on line








Tuesday, April 27. Inventing Western Europe  
W.T. Stead: "Europa", 1899 
Sir William Beveridge, “Social Insurance and Allied Services” 1942
Excerpts, Treaty of Rome, 1957
President Charles de Gaulle:  Le Grand "Non": Britain's Proposed Entry Into The
 Common Market, May 16, 1967

Hobsbawm, The Age of Extremes, ch. 9









Thursday, April 29.  1944-1974: The Boom Years of Mass-Production and Mass-

Consumption
Georges Perec, Things: A Story of the 1960s (1965)
Hobsbawm, The Age of Extremes, ch  10
Overy, 116-117; 134-137.
Tuesday, May 4. 1968 -- 1970s: Challenges in Paris and Prague to Postwar solutions
Assemblage of Primary Sources

Hobsbawm, The Age of Extremes ch. 11.
Film: Jean-Luc Godard, Tout va Bien, 1972




Thursday May 6 Discussion






Tuesday, May 11. Post-1974:  Colonial Challenges to Europe: Internationalism and new Claims of National Sovereignty 
Sun Yat-Sen, “San Min Chu I (The three Principles of the People)”(1927) in Prasenjit 


Duara, ed. Decolonization: Perspectives from Now and Then, pp. 21-28.
C.L.R. James, “The Case for West Indian Self-Government,” (1933) in the C.L.R. 


James Reader, Anna Grimshaw, ed. (Oxford: Blackwell, 1992), 49-62.
Jawaharlal Nehru, “The Importance of the National Idea,”(1946) in Duara, ed., pp. 


32-41.
Hobsbawm, The Age of Extremes, chs. 7 and 12
Overy, 48-49; 122-127
Thursday, May 13 Decolonization: The Algerian Case
Frantz Fanon, “Algeria Unveiled,” (1965) in Duara, Decolonization, pp 42-55.

Massali Hadj, The Algerian Revolution (London, 1957), pp. 1-11.

Major Addresses, Statements and Press Conferences of General Charles de Gaulle: 

May 19, 1958-January 31, 1964, pp. 1-6; 17-19; 52-56; 71-74; 99-103; 127-

128; 163-169; 185-188. DC 412 .G26
Hobsbawm, The Age of Extremes, ch. 15
Overy, 128-133
Film: Gillo Pontecorvo, The Battle of Algiers, 1966 (125 minutes)

Recommended Films:


Olivier Smolders,  Nuit noire, 2005 (90 minutes)
Bernard Tavernier and Patrick Rotman, The Algerian War/The Unnamed War 


(4 hours)

Michael Haneke, Hidden, 2005 (118 minutes)

Florent Emilio Siri Intimate Enemies, 2007 
Tuesday, May 



 18. Race, Immigration and Citizenship 

Kanak Attak Manifesto
Feridun Zaimoglu, From Zwölf Gramm Glück. ©2004 by Verlag Kiepenheuer & Witsch Köln. On line at http://wordswithoutborders.org/article/from-twelve-grams-of-happiness/
Ien Ang, “On Not Speaking Chinese” 

Hobsbawm, The Age of Extremes, ch. 14
Film: Stephen Frears, My Beautiful Launderette, 1985 (98 minutes)
Recommended Films: 
Rainer Werner Fassbinder, Ali: Fear Eats the Soul, 1974 (94 minutes)


Fatih Akin, Head-On, 2004 (118 minutes)
            Mehdi Charef, Tea in the Harem, 1986

Mehdi Charef, Daughter of Keltoum, 2001 (101 Minutes)

Mehdi Charef, Marie-Line (100 minutes)
Abdellatif Kechiche, La graine et le mullet [The Secret of the Graine] 


2007 (151 minutes)
Jean-Pierre and Luc Dardenne, La Promesse [The Promise]¸ (1996)
Mathieu Kassovitz, La Haine, [Hatred] 1995 (97 minutes)
Laurent Canter, Entre les murs [The Class], 2008 (118 minutes)
Rabah Ameur-Zamaïche, Bled Number One, 2006 (100 minutes)
Cheik Doukouré, Le Ballon d’or [The Golden Ball], 1994 (90 minutes)
Mahmoud Zemmouri, Beur, Blanc, Rouge 2006 (88 minutes)
Merzak Allouache, Bab el Web, 2005 (99 minutes)
Recommended TV Series:  Liebling Kreuzberg





Thursday May, 20. Discussion
3rd QUIZ – Friday, May 21 on line


Tuesday, May 25.  1989 and the End of the Cold War

Timothy Garton Ash, The Magic Lantern: The Revolution of '89 Witnessed in 


Warsaw, Budapest, Berlin, and Prague 11-24; 61-77; 131-167.
Hobsbawm, The Age of Extremes, ch. 16
Overy, 140-143.




Films: 
Wolfgang Becker, Good Bye Lenin, 2003 (121 minutes)
Film to be shown (excerpted) in class: Gerd Kroske, Andreas Vogt, Leipzig in the 
Fall, 1989 (50 minutes)

Recommended films:
Corneliu Porumboiu, 12:08 East of Bucharest, 2006 (86 minutes)

István Szabó, Sunshine, 1999  (181 minutes)






Thursday, May 27.  War in the Former Yugoslavia

Naimark, Fires of Hatred, ch. 5.
Vesna Kesic, “From Reverence to Rape,” Zorica Mrsevic, “The Opposite of War is 

Not Peace – It is Creativity,” Habiba Metikos, “Conversion,” and Vinka 

Ljubimir, “The Passage,” in Frontline Feminisms: Women, War, and 


Resistance Marguerite R. Waller and Jennifer Rycenga, eds. (New York:
 Routledge, 2001), pp. 23-36; 41-56; 195-206.
Overy, 144-145.
Film:  Denis Tanovic, No Man’s Land, 2001 (93 minutes)





Tuesday, June 1. Challenges for The new Millenium in Europe

Margaret Thatcher, “New Threats for Old,” (1996 in Churchill’s ‘Iron Curtain’ 


Speech Fifty Years Later ed.  James W. Muller (Columbia: Univ. of Missouri 


Press, 1999), pp. 151-168. D 843  C.C5295 1999
Paul A. Silverstein and Chantal Tetreault, “Postcolonial Urban Apartheid,” SSRC 

Forum,
11 June 2006
Tony Judt, “The Past is Another Country: Myth and Memory in Postwar Europe,” in 

István Deák, Jan T. Gross, and Tony Judt, eds. The Politics of Retribution in Europe  (Princeton: PUP, 2000), 295-324. D843 .P65 2000
Hobsbawm, The Age of Extremes, ch. 19. 
Overy, 146-147; 160-163.
Film: Bienvenue chez les Ch’tis, 2008







Recommended Films: Laurent Cantet, Human Resources, 2000 (100 minutes)
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