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JAMES W. FERNANDEZ

Persuasions and Performances: Of the Beast in Every Body . . .
And the Metaphors of Everyman

He who only cricket knows,
knows not cricket.
—C. L. R. James, Beyond a Boundary

Anybody who learns to become a crow can see
it . . . it is possible to become a lion or
a bear but that is rather dangerous . . . it
takes too much energy to become one.
—Don Juan in Castaneda, The Teachings
of Don Juan

A Cattle Complex

I an situated as I write this between cows and rodents. At night the rodents
rustle and gnaw in the attic while the cows and: calves periodically shift
their weight, stomp, and sigh heavily in the stable below. During the da-r
the cattle are driven out and up to the pastures and the rats descend to their
nests in the stable. The house is left to us and occasionally to a donkey who
brays at being left in the stable during the day.

These animals have become very much a part of our world, althengh I
cannot pretend the_v mean as much to me as to the Asturian mountain coun-
trymen with whom we are living. We have been in these green mount ins
a bare two months and little yét can be said with confidence. Astiri iy
another part of Spain, green and lush, covered most often with ccltiz © ists
and clouds off the Cantabrian sea. It has scarcely a month of sunny we: he.
a year. These mists evaporate on the high passes and divides—los puertes—
that open out upon the Castillian plateau, brown and sere already with its
summer burnt look under the Sahara sun.

The cattle in the summer are driven up to those puertos and hence they
and those that go and live with them up in the caserias have more of the
benefit of the sun. Men turn brown up in the puertos but the immaculate
tan cow of Asturias, the casing, grazing back and forth between sol and
sombra, retains her placid and reflective character. There is nothing in
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40 JAMES W. FERNANDEZ

these cows of the vaca brava—the brave black bulls of Salamanca or
Andalucia. In fact one sees very few bulls at all. Heifers are carefully tended
and brought to maturity for milk and progeny but novillos are butchered
early for veal. Artificial insemination has been accepted everywhere.

Cows and calves have an enormous weight in village life. They are a
constant topic of conversation. When one is shown the family pictures,
photos of cows and calves are as likely to tumble out amidst the shuffle.
And a family given a picture taken five years earlier of the father and
baby posing before a cow team pulling a hay cart, spent most of an excited
half hour remembering those cows with nostalagia. I don’t know all there
is to walking cows from the stable through the streets and up to the
pastures. But there is a satisfaction in it for men and women that makes
them highly resistant to government efforts to consolidate their scattered
meadows—their stubborn minifundia. For if they were consolidated one
would no longer walk one’s cows about one’s wide world. In part, of course,
one is parading one’s fortune. A good milk cow is worth several month’s
wages and a herd of fifteen is a sizable nest egg—to mix our metaphors.

The love of calves equals the cariiio for young children. Both loves are
very great and volubly expressed, and in the closest association. The urban
middle class deplores the villagers™ attitude toward education. “They raise
them like calves that they should be strong and fecund, capable of climb-
ing to the puertos in the summer and with enough fat to survive the
winter.” As for boys beyond five they are more likely to be treated as
quajes, rapaces—fractious, superfluous elements in the society who serve
principally to get into trouble, break things, soil clothes, interrupt their
sisters who are working hard at various tasks. Girls grow up usefully to
produce in their time more of the milk of human kindness and the babies
upon which it can be lavished. This cattle complex has something to do
with the quite central place of women in this society, and perhaps even
with the Cult of the Virgin.

Asturian mountain character, formed by mists and the encirclement of
the sierra and the following-after of cows, is unhurried, contemplative. It
is austere even dour when compared with the ebullience of the Andaluz
or the briskness of the Castilian. But if one is tempted to say that it is
cowed by this round of life and the celtic twilight in which it develops,
then one forgets that this is the only part of Spain never fully under Roman
control, never conquered by the Moors—a rebellious outpost of Carlism in
the last century and, in this century—in the militant collectivity of its
miners—a turbulent challenge to many succeeding regimes including the
present one.

One remembers that there are other animals men study to situate them-
selves. There are the bears in the forests whose demise in hand-to-hand
conflict with the many folk heroes is celebrated in tale after tale. Of the
donkey there is not much to be said. Other parts of Spain seem to be in
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greater communion with its qualities as was Jimenez with Platero. Donkeys
carry no names here—only wood, hay, manure, and blows. But of course,
there are the rats whose furtive life is contrary to right nature. They come
up at night and go down in the day and they are never to be seen. Women
say to children “If you don't eat your food or keep vourself clean we will
put you into the attic tonight and the rats will eat you,” as they eat any-
thing that is carelessly left around and not well formed, well disciplinea,
or well seen. And when one is very hungry one says “the rats are running
around in the drawer,” in chagrin that the stomach should have gotten so
empty and oneself so careless as to be taken over by that furtive animal
nature. It is not well formed or well seen to admit to hunger or to accept
food, like rats, in any house other than one’s own.

A cow in short is everything a rat is not and men are wise to draw the
appropriate lessons that each nature has to teach. Men can be and are,
through the diverse powers of culture, many things. Their choices are mani-
fold. If they can look around and find some lesson in cows and calves, bears
and rats, their choices are made easier.

The Study of Metaphor

This is as far as I can presently take the reader into the preoccupation
with animals in the Asturian mountains—a paleolithic preoccupation, after
all, throughout Franco-Cantabrian country. It seems apparent to me that
the intimate contact these villagers have with these animals has an impact
upon them. In a sense, those we domesticate have domesticated us and those
we have not domesticated are still useful in measuring the achievement or
excesses of our domestication. If life becomes too. much a following about
of cows, men may be excused for turning a bit bearish.

What all this points to, it seems to me, is the importance of the analysis
of metaphors in anthropological inquiry. In fact, the analysis of metap}]or
seems to me to be the very nature of that inquiry. One always feels a
bit sheepish of course about bringing the metaphor concept into the social
sciences and perhaps this is because one always feels there is something
soft and wooly about it. Yet one recognizes that the finest anthropological
field studies' have been highly sensitive to figures of speech of all kinds
and surely to metaphor. As one of our epigraphs reminds us, the anthropo-
logical literature on religion and folklore is full of those shape shifting
and possessions which constitute in most dramatic form the assumption of
a metaphoric identity. And even behaviorists recognize that metaphor is
one of the few devices we have for leaping beyond the essential privacy
of the experiential process.? .

Indeed, metaphors jump out at us from every side in human behavior.
As S. E. Asch has said, if we but reflect on it we find like Moliere’s char-
acter “we have been speaking metaphor all our lives!™ In November of
1970 the American press gave front page coverage to the director of the
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Federal Bureau of Investigation. He called the former Attornev General a
jellyfish. The Attorney General had criticized the director for imposing upon
the bureau a preoccupation with the director’s own image and for giving
the burcau an ideological character.

Perhaps this was mere petulance. If so, the somber work of Herman
Kahn may be more telling. In a book entitled On Escalation: Metaphors and
Scenarios (1965), Kahn takes two metaphors as models of international
relations; that of the strike, on the one hand, in which both parties though
antagonistic recognize mutual need, and that of the teenage game of
chicken, on the other, in which both parties are concerned to establish
their manly (or at least nonchicken) identity. In part Kahn takes these
metaphors as analytic models to aid his understanding, but at the same time
these metaphors can be adopted by actors. They can lead to performance
and create a scenario. I will argue here that the metaphoric assertions men
make about themselves or about others influence their behavior, Such asser-
tions make manageable objects of the self or of others and facilitate per-
formance. In respect to behavior such assertions—vou are a chicken, I am
not a chicken, you are a hawk or a dove or a rat or a donkey—provide
images in relation to which the organization of behavior can take place.
We can call them organizing or performative metaphors. I am going to
define the uses of several kinds of metaphor, persuasive or colocative
metaphor in the first place, and performative or organizing metaphor in
the second. I am then going to ask how these metaphors operate in respect
to culture conceived of as a “quality space.”

Resistance to the study of metaphor arises for several reasons. One
reason is that structural analysis in linguistics has made so important an
impact on anthropological analvsis. The burden of this influence rests upon
the study of the discriminations and contrasts by means of which intel-
lectual structures (paradigms and taxonomies) are built up. But a good
reason for studying metaphoric assertion is that it is a way of avoiding
building up precise intellectual structures. It is so congenial a thought
style to many of the third world peoples anthropologists have studied be-
cause it has the profundity of a concrete immediacy. Many of these people
incline to rhetorical devices of representation—iconic and enactive rather
than symbolic forms of representation.* They incline toward assessment
by analogy. Our subtle analyses of the discriminations they make within
various domains of their experience is matched by their subtlety in linking
these domains in unexpected and creative ways.

If we have much to learn from painstaking dissections of our informants’
kinship terminology, diseases, or fircwood lexicon, we can also learn from
their powers of extension and synthesis. Morc is involved in the games
people play than the rules and boundaries by which theyv play them. Our
epigraphs from the Trinidadian, James, and the Yaqui, Juan, remind us of
that. We have only to consider the popularity of proverbs and riddles in
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many parts of the world—a genre which rests in large measure upon leap-
ing to metaphoric similarities between two distinct domains of experience.

Another reason for resistance to the study of metaphor arises from the
fact that metaphor has so much to do with feelings. Such obscure matters
have quite naturally provoked the distrust of social scientists. J. Piaget
in his essay on structuralism® strongly supports C. Lévi-Strauss’s “pene-
trating critique of explanations in terms of affectivity,” and lauds his axiom®
that that which is refractory to explanation cannot ipso facto serve as
explanation.

One may well wish to create explanations by preventing what is re-
fractory from intruding, but to deny its existence and importance is another
matter. Emotions in human affairs may easily, and regrettably, outweigh
the influence of logical structures. And those who want to write their
ethnologies where they conceive the action to be, in the midst of affectivity
and the conditioning. of the emotions, are entitled to our attention. It is
too easy to say that they are soft. In any case a false dichotomy can too
easily prevail. Might not there be a structure to sentiment?

In respect to affectivity Robert P. Armstrong’ has recently given us a
revelatory anthropological essay which seeks to dwell in the very center
of what he calls “the affecting presence.” He uses metaphor as a central
term of analysis. His discussion of metaphor is essentially contemplative,
as one would expect in an essay written from the aesthetic point of view.
That is to say, Armstrong assumes the enduring status of the objects and
events he studies as expressions of existing (universal or cultural) feeling
states. But the student of behavior wants to know what metaphors do,
where they come from, and how they emerge. How do they work in human
affairs? To use Armstrong’s own vocabulary: in the “affecting transaction”
what emotions are transferred and how is this done? Perhaps metaphors
are not alone arresting repositories of feelings. Perhaps they can be strat-
egies taken in respect to feelings. '

Metaphoric Strategies

Though 1 cannot do justice to all these questions 1 should like to ap-
proach them by defining metaphor simply as “a strategic predication upon
an inchoate pronoun (an 1, a you, a we, a they) which makes a movement
and leads to performance.” More can be said about metaphor than that
but it should carry us a little distance. There is nothing new in regarding
a metaphor as a strategy. The notion is present throughout the work of
Kenneth Burke® and is expressed in his well-known definition of a proverb
as a “strategy for dealing with a situation.™ Since a proverb, as we have
said, rests upon a metaphoric sense of simi]arity between two domains of
experience, Burke’s definition applies equally to metaphor. A proverb in
its way is, like the metaphors I will discuss, a predication upon an inchoate
situation. It says that something much more concrete and graspable—a
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rolling stone, a bird in the hand—is cquivalent to the essential elements
in another situation we have difficulty in grasping.

The strategic clement in metaphor glares at us from this contretemps
we have reviewed between the Attorney General and the director of the
FBI. Obviously the director intended a put-down. It became the Attorney
General’s lot to put up or shut up. Already the reader will see that the
language we both speak shows us a continuum: a continuum of ups and
downs. As it happened, the Attorney General responded in balanced prose
about the ideological conformity imposed upon the FBI and the director’s
preoccupation with his self-image. It is difficult to remember what he said,
though the director’s salty metaphor still sticks.

The Attorney General had various options. He could put up by staying
in the same metaphoric domain. He might have responded, in turn, that
the director was a walrus, or more sharply a shark, or a Portuguese man-
of-war, or an octopus—"a thousand tentacled octopus releasing the ink of
ideological obfuscation over the land.” Or the Attorney General might
have shifted to another domain, the familiar gastrointestinal one. Here the
opportunities are rich. Perhaps the director thought of himself as a man of
heart or real guts. The Attornev General could put him down by referring
to him as an old flatus. That would have deflated him!

Of course people do not simply jump into a strategic posture willy-nilly.
They do occupy positions, by force of their social condition and the fate of
physiology, both in their own estimation and the estimation of others.
Evervone knows where the director stands and has stood foursquare for
fifty :vears. If we had not followed his pronouncements over that time as he
has admirably constructed his agencv brick by brick we might gather it
from his concentrated boxer’s gaze—his bulldog jaw. As for the Attorney
General, who built nothing but occupied an existing cdifice of office with
compassion and intelligence, we see something of his position in his long
bloodhound’s face, his aristocratic nose, his troubled eyes. These are pre-
possessing men and to some extent are prcpositioncd—prepostured as are
we all. We see that the bulldog who knows throughout his fiber the mass
and power of his opponent must be impatient with the bloodhound who
does not really know his opponent except as traces in the air to be followed
with uncertainty amidst a multitude of other stimuli. The bloodhound
lives in a much more complicated world than the bulldog, but the bulldog
has reason to believe that his is the more real.

We will assume that metaphoric strategies involve the placing of self
and other pronouns on continua. The salient continuum here chosen by
the director to confirm his position is the hard-soft onc which is omni-
present in American life, as far as men are concerned. The first strategy of
anyone who puts forth a metaphor in predicution about a pronoun is to
pick a domain of equivalence whose members have some apt shock value
when applied to a pronoun and give perspective by incongruity. Almost
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any domain will do if people know enough about it and the strategist is
ingenious.

The strategy is to make it appear that the incumbent occupies a de-
sirable or undesirable place in the continuum of whatever domain has been
chosen. As Aristotle says, “To adorn, borrow metaphor from things superior,
to disparage, borrow from things inferior.” And while metaphors may be
put forth in an honest attempt to assess the position the pronoun actually
occupies as a consequence of its physical and social condition, we are
generally inspired to metaphor for purposes of adornment or disparage-
ment. If a pronoun inspires predication we generally want to move it about
on the continuum. We want to put down or put up.

The second strategy belongs to the subject upon whom a metaphor has
been predicated. If he does not accept the way he has been moved, he may
choose to reorient the continuum. Reorientation is obtained first by finding
members of the domain relatively less desirable and more opprobrious than
the metaphor with which vou are saddled: for jellyfish return octopus.
Better a jellyfish than an octopus if one must dwell in the sea. For the
one floats blithely upon its surface and the other is sinister and sunk in
its tangled depths. We see here, incidentally, a complexity in metaphor
which we should not deny though we will for the main part ignore it.
A number of continua may be involved in any metaphoric predication. In
the above example we have hard and soft, light and dark, above and
below, grasping and relaxing. The continua may be so melded as to be
indistinguishable, or they may be in an interesting state of tension,

Reorientation is obtained secondly by suggesting an alternative meta-
phor better placed on the continuum or continua. If a hawk calls you a
dove, you suggest rather owl. Reorientation is obtained thirdly not by find-
ing even more undesirable members of the domain or by offering an alterna-
tive metaphor but by giving a positive interpretation to what is ostensibly
undesirable. If you are made out to be a bleeding heart on the corporeal
continuum vou return numbskull. For there is, after all, nothing intrinsically
good abeut the end of any continuum. No culture is so unambiguous about
its choices that a clever man cannot turn a continuum to his advantage.
In a culture that lauds whiteness there is yet an attraction and an energy
to blackness. In a competitive culture the last shall yet be first.

The final strategy in this enterprise of metaphoric placement is to
change the venue. One simply chooses to pass beyond a boundary and as
a consequence, it is another ball game. If one is disadvantaged in the
domain of sea creatures, one shifts to the domain of corporeality and a
desirable postition in the gastrointestinal continuum.

The Quality of Cultural Space

In the intellectual sense the movement accomplished by these meta-
phors is from the inchoate in the pronomial subject to the concrete in the






