
The University of Chicago, The Divinity School, Comprehensive Exams, History of 
Judaism 
 
Students taking the HIJD2 exam, Medieval Judaism, can choose from a variety of 
options, including:  
 
HIJD2A: Medieval Jewish Philosophy and Theology 
HIJD2B: Jewish Sufism and Kabbalah 
HIJD2C: Medieval Jewish Biblical Exegesis and Hermeneutical Theory 
HIJD2D: Jewish Literature in the Middle Ages 
HIJD2E: The Jews in the Islamic World 
 
A sample bibliography is provided here. 
 
HIJD2: MEDIEVAL JUDAISM 
EXAM OPTION C: BIBLICAL EXEGESIS AND HERMENEUTICAL THEORY 
 EXAMINER: JAMES T. ROBINSON 
 
GENERAL REFERENCE 
 
E. Z. Melamed, Bible Commentators: Their Ways and Methods, Magnes, 1978 [Hebrew]. 
 
Moshe Greenberg, ed., Parshanut ha-Miqra ha-Yehudit: Pirqe Mavo [Jewish Bible 
Exegesis: An Introduction] (Jerusalem, 1983) [Hebrew]. 
 
Magne Saebo, ed., Hebrew Bible/Old Testament: The History of Its Interpretation. Vol. 
1, Part 1: From the Beginnings to the Middle Ages – Antiquity. Göttingen, 1996. 
---------- Hebrew Bible/Old Testament: The History of Its Interpretation. Vol. 1, Part 1: 
From the Beginnings to the Middle Ages – The Middle Ages. Göttingen, 2000. 
---------- Hebrew Bible/Old Testament: The History of Its Interpretation. Vol. 2: From the 
Enlightenment to the Renaissance. Göttingen, 2008. 
 
A. Berlin and B. Brettler. The Jewish Study Bible. Oxford University Press, 2004. 
 
The Dictionary of Biblical Interpretation. 
The Encyclopedia of the Bible and Its Reception (EBR). 
 
USEFUL MODERN COMMENTARIES 
 
JPS Commentaries, Anchor Bible, Blackwell Bible Commentaries, Personalities of the 
Old Testament (University of South Carolina Press) 
 
USEFUL WEBSITES 
 
The Masoretic Hebrew Bible: http://www.mechon-mamre.org/i/t/t0.htm 
The King James Version (1611): http://etext.virginia.edu/kjv.browse.html 

http://www.mechon-mamre.org/i/t/t0.htm
http://etext.virginia.edu/kjv.browse.html
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Jewish Publication Society (1917): http://www.mechon-mamre.org/e/et/et0.htm 
Revised Standard Version (1952): http://etext.virginia.edu/kjv.browse.html 
New Revised Standard Vers. (1990): http://www.devotions.net/bible/00bible.htm 
New Testament and Apocrypha, KJV and RSV: http://etext.virginia.edu/kjv.browse.html 
Qur’an (Yusuf Ali translation): http://www.sacred-texts.com/isl/quran/index.htm 
Hadith (Muslim): http://cwis.usc.edu/dept/MSA/fundamentals/hadithsunnah/muslim/ 
Hadith (Bukhari): http://www.usc.edu/dept/MSA/fundamentals/hadithsunnah/bukhari/ 
 
Society of Biblical Literature (SBL): http://www.sbl-site.org/ 
Society for the Study of the Bible in the Middle Ages: http://gustavus.edu/groups/ssbma/ 
Commentaria: http://www.brill.nl/default.aspx?partid=10&pid=23547 
TEAMS publications, commentary: http://www.wmich.edu/medieval/mip/comment.htm 
International Sermon Society: http://www.sermon-studies.de/ 
 
BEST AND USEFUL EDITIONS OF THE RABBINIC BIBLE 
 
Torat Hayyim, Mosad Ha-Rav Kook, 1986— 
Miqra’ot Gedolot Ha-Keter, Bar-Ilan University Press, 2000— 
Miqra’ot Gedolot in English translation by M. Carasik, Jewish Publication Society. 
 
COLLECTED STUDIES 
 
The Cambridge History of the Bible. Ed. G.W.H. Lampe. Cambridge, 1963-70. 
 
Studies in Bible and Commentary, ed. Bar-Asher, Bar-Ilan, 1992 [Hebrew]. 
 
The Frank Talmage Memorial Volume, ed. B. Walfish, Haifa, 1993. 
 
The Bible according to Its Interpreters, ed. B. Walfish, Jerusalem, 1994 [Hebrew]. 
 
With Reverence for the Word, eds. B. Walfish et al. Oxford University Press, 2003. 
 
Biblical Interpretation in Judaism and Christianity, eds. I. Kalimi, P. Haas. NY, 2006. 
 
Jewish Bible Interpretation and Cultural Exchange, ed. David Stern. Penn, 2007. 
 
A Word Fitly Spoken: Studies in Medieval Exegesis of the Hebrew Bible and the Qur’ān 
presented to Haggai Ben-Shammai, eds. M. Bar-Asher, S. Hopkins, S. Stroumsa, B. 
Chiesa. Jerusalem, 2007. 
 
ANTHOLOGIES 
 
A. Berlin. Biblical Poetry through Medieval Jewish Eyes. Bloomington, 1991. 
 
S. R. Driver and A. Neubauer, eds. The Fifty-Third Chapter of Isaiah according to the 
Jewish Interpreters. Ktav, 1969. 

http://www.mechon-mamre.org/e/et/et0.htm
http://etext.virginia.edu/kjv.browse.html
http://www.devotions.net/bible/00bible.htm
http://etext.virginia.edu/kjv.browse.html
http://www.sacred-texts.com/isl/quran/index.htm
http://cwis.usc.edu/dept/MSA/fundamentals/hadithsunnah/muslim/
http://www.usc.edu/dept/MSA/fundamentals/hadithsunnah/bukhari/
http://www.sbl-site.org/
http://gustavus.edu/groups/ssbma/
http://www.brill.nl/default.aspx?partid=10&pid=23547
http://www.wmich.edu/medieval/mip/comment.htm
http://www.sermon-studies.de/
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M. McGaha, Coat of Many Cultures: The Story of Joseph in Spanish Literature, 1200-
1492, JPS 1997.  
 
L. Jacobs, Jewish Biblical Exegesis. New York, 1973. 
 
Leon Nemoy, A Karaite Anthology. Yale University Press, 1987. 
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SCHOOLS AND TRADITIONS 
 

Medieval Midrash 
 
D. Stern, ed., The Anthology in Jewish Literature (Oxford, 2004), chs. 8-10. 
 

Karaite 
 
M. Polliack, The Karaite Tradition of Arabic Bible Translation. Brill, 1997. 
 
D. Frank, Search Scripture Well: Karaite Exegetes and the Origins of the Jewish Bible 
Commentary in the Islamic East. Brill, 2004. 
 
Karaite Judaism: A Guide to its History and Literary Sources, ed. M. Polliack (Leiden: 
E.J. Brill, 2003), especially the chapters by H. Ben-Shammai, M. Polliack, G. Khan. 
 

Gaonic, Rabbanite 
 
Robert Brody, in Hebrew Bible/Old Testament. 
 

Spanish Peshat 
 
Chapters by Saenz-Badillos, Maman, Cohen, and Simon in Hebrew Bible/Old Testament. 
 
Uriel Simon, “The Spanish School of Biblical Interpretation,” in The Sephardi Legacy, 
ed. H. Beinart, vol. 1 (Jerusalem, 1992), pp. 114-136. 
 

Provençal Peshat 
 
Mordechai Cohen, in Hebrew Bible/Old Testament. 
 

French Peshat 
 
Avraham Grossman, in Hebrew Bible/Old Testament. 
 

Philosophical 
 
F. Talmage, “Apples of Gold: The Inner Meaning of Sacred Texts in Medieval Judaism,” 
in Jewish Spirituality, ed. A. Green. New York, 1986, pp. 313-355. 
 
S. Klein-Braslavy, in Hebrew Bible/Old Testament. 
 
H. Kreisel, “Philosophical Interpretations of the Bible,” in The Cambridge History of 
Jewish Philosophy (Cambridge, 2009), pp. 88-120. 
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Kabbalistic 
 
Gershom Scholem, On the Kabbalah and its Symbolism, New York, 1965. 
 
M. Idel. Absorbing Perfections: Kabbalah and Interpretation, Yale, 2002. 
 

Sufi/Pietistic 
 
Paul Fenton, in Hebrew Bible/Old Testament. 
 

Yemenite 
 
Y. T. Langermann. Yemenite Midrash, Harper Collins, 1996. 
 

Supercommentaries on Rashi 
 
E. Lawee, “From Sepharad to Ashkenaz: A case study in the Rashi supercommentary 
tradition,” AJS Review 30 (2006), pp. 393-425. 
 

Supercommentaries on Ibn Ezra 
 
A. Altmann, “Moses Narboni’s Epistle on Shi‘ur Qoma,” in Jewish Medieval and 
Renaissance Studies, ed. Altmann, Cambridge, 1967, pp. 225-288. 
 
Dov Schwartz, Old Wine in New Bottles: The Philosophy of a Fourteenth-Century Jewish 
Neoplatonic Circle (Jerusalem, 1996) [Hebrew]. 
 
Dov Schwartz, “On the philosophical interpretation of Abraham Ibn Ezra’s 
commentaries,” Alei Sefer 18 (1996), pp. 114-171 [Hebrew]. 
 
U. Simon, “Interpreting the Interpreter: Supercommentaries on Ibn Ezra’s 
Commentaries,” in Rabbi Abraham ibn Ezra: Studies in the Writings of a Twelfth-
Century Polymath, pp. 86-128. 
 
T. Visi, The Early Ibn Ezra Supercommentaries: A Chapter in Medieval Jewish 
Intellectual History (Ph.D. Diss., Central European University, Budapest, 2006). 
 

Supercommentaries on Nahmanides 
 
D. Abrams, “Orality in the Kabbalistic School of Nahmanides: Preserving and 
Interpreting Esoteric Traditions and Texts,” Jewish Studies Quarterly 3 (1996), 85-102. 
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INDIVIDUAL EXEGETES 
 

Dawud al-Muqammis (9thc) 
 
S. Stroumsa. Dawud ibn Marwan al-Muqammis’s ‘Ishrun Maqala. Leiden: Brill, 1989.  
---------- “The Impact of Syriac Tradition on Early Judaeo-Arabic Bible Exegesis,” Aram 
3 (1991), pp. 83-96. 
---------- “What is Man: Psalm 8:4-5 in Jewish, Christian, and Muslim Exegesis in 
Arabic,” Henoch 14 (1992), pp. 283-91. 
---------- “From the Earliest Known Judaeo-Arabic Commentary on Genesis,” Jerusalem 
Studies in Arabic and Islam 27 (2002), pp. 375-95. 
 

Daniel al-Qumisi (fl. 870-910) 
 
L. Nemoy, A Karaite Anthology, pp. 30-41. 
 

Jacob al-Qirqisani (10th century) 
 
L. Nemoy, A Karaite Anthology, pp. 42-68. 
 

Saadia Gaon (882-942) 
 
L. Goodman, The Book of Theodicy: Translation and Commentary on the Book of Job by 
Saadia ben Joseph Al-Fayyūmī, Yale University Press, 1988. 
 
Richard Steiner, A Biblical Translation in the Making: The Evolution and Impact of 
Saadia Gaon’s Tafsīr (Harvard University Press, 2011) 
 
Saadia’s commentaries on Genesis, Isaiah, Psalms, Proverbs, Job, Daniel, Daniel have 
been reconstructed, edited, and translated into Hebrew by M. Zucker, Y. Qafih, and Y. 
Ratzaby. 
 

Samuel b. Hofni (d. 1013) 
 
David Sklare, Samuel ben Hofni Gaon & His Cultural World. Leiden: E. J. Brill, 1996. 
 

Salmon b. Yeroham (10th century) 
 
Moshe Riese, The Arabic Commentary of Solomon ben Yeruham the Karaite on 
Ecclesiastes (Ph.D. Diss., Yeshiva University, 1973): 
http://proquest.umi.com.proxy.uchicago.edu/pqdweb?RQT=306&TS=1204583254&clien
tId=13392 [search “Solomon ben Yeruham”] 
 

Yefet b. ‘Eli (fl. 960-1005) 
 

http://proquest.umi.com.proxy.uchicago.edu/pqdweb?RQT=306&TS=1204583254&clientId=13392
http://proquest.umi.com.proxy.uchicago.edu/pqdweb?RQT=306&TS=1204583254&clientId=13392
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H. Ben-Shammai, E. Batat, S. Butbul, D. Sklare, S. Stroumsa. Judaeo-Arabic 
Manuscripts in the Firkovitch Collections: Yefet ben ‘Eli al-Basri, Commentary on 
Genesis – A sample catalogue, texts and studies. Jerusalem, 2000. 
 
L. Nemoy, A Karaite Anthology, pp. 83-106. 
 
Richard Murray Bland, The Arabic Commentary of Yephet ben ‘Ali on the Book of 
Ecclesiastes, Chapters 1-6 (Ph.D. Diss., University of California, 1966); 
http://proquest.umi.com.proxy.uchicago.edu/pqdweb?RQT=306&TS=1204583254&clien
tId=13392 [search “Richard Murray Bland,” dissertations] 
 
M. Wechsler. The Arabic Translation and Commentary of Yefet ben 'Eli the Karaite on 
the Book of Esther. E. J. Brill, 2008. 
 

Abū Ya‘qūb Yūsuf Ibn Nūh (11th century) 
 
G. Khan, The Early Karaite Tradition of Hebrew Grammatical Thought: Including a 
Critical Edition, Translation and Analysis of the Diqduq of Abū Ya‘qūb Yūsuf Ibn Nūh, 
Brill, 2000. 
 

Moses Ibn Gikatilla (11th century) 
 
U. Simon, Four Approaches to the Book of Psalms. Albany, 1991. 
 
The commentaries on the Twelve Prophets and Psalms are being ed. by Maaravi Perez. 
 

Judah Ibn Balam (11th century) 
 
The commentaries on Isaiah, Ezekiel, and Jeremiah have been edited and translated to 
Hebrew by Maaravi Perez, Bar Ilan, 1992, 2000, 2002; the commentaries on Numbers, 
Deuteronomy, Joshua, Judges, I-II Samuel, I-II Kings, Twelve Prophets, and Psalms are 
in preparation. 
 

Isaac Ibn Ghiyath (1038-1089) 
 
Hagit Mittelman. A Commentary on Ecclesiastes in Judeo-Arabic Ascribed to Isaac Ibn 
Ghiyath. Ph.D. Diss., Hebrew University, 1999 [Hebrew]. 
 

Moses Ibn Ezra (c. 1055-1138) 
 
Mordecai Cohen, in Hebrew Bible/Old Testament. 
 
Paul Fenton. Philosophie et Exégèse dans le jardin de la métaphore de Moïse Ibn Ezra, 
philosophe et poète andalou du XIIe siècle. Leiden: E. J. Brill, 1997. 
 

Abraham Ibn Ezra (1089-1164) 

http://proquest.umi.com.proxy.uchicago.edu/pqdweb?RQT=306&TS=1204583254&clientId=13392
http://proquest.umi.com.proxy.uchicago.edu/pqdweb?RQT=306&TS=1204583254&clientId=13392
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Rabbi Abraham ibn Ezra: Studies in the Writings of a Twelfth-Century Polymath, eds. I. 
Twersky and J. Harris, Harvard University Press, 1993. 
 
S. Sela, Astrology and Exegesis in the Thought of Abraham Ibn Ezra (Ramat Gan: Bar-
Ilan University Press, 1999) [Hebrew]. 
---------- Abraham Ibn Ezra and the Rise of Hebrew Science. Leiden: E. J. Brill, 2003. 
 
Aleph: Historical Studies in Science and Judaism 6 (2006): 
http://muse.jhu.edu/journals/aleph_historical_studies_in_science_and_judaism/toc/ale6.1.
html 
 
The commentaries on Genesis, Exodus, Numbers, Deuteronomy, Psalms have been 
translated by Norman Strickman and Arthur Silver; the commentary on Leviticus by Jay 
Schachter, the commentary on Hosea by Abe Lipshitz. 
 

Rabbi Solomon b. Isaac, Rashi (1030/40-1105) 
 
Herman Hailperin. Rashi and the Christian Scholars. Pittsburgh, 1963. 
 
Sara Kamin. Jews and Christians Interpret the Bible. Jerusalem, 1991. 
 
D. Klepper. The Insight of Unbelievers: Nicholas de Lyra and the Christian Reading of 
Jewish Texts in the Later Middle Ages. University of Pennsylvania Press, 2007. 
 
Rashi: Investigations of his Works. Ed. Steinfeld. Ramat Gan, 1993. 
 
Rashi, 1040-1990: Hommage Ephraim E. Urbach. Ed. Gabrielle Sed-Rajna. Paris, 1993. 
 
Rashi et la culture juive en France du Nord au moyen âge. Eds. G. Dahan, G. Nahon, E. 
Nicolas. Paris-Louvain, 1997. 
 
The commentary on the Torah has been translated by A. M. Silberman, the commentary 
on Psalms by M. Gruber. 
 

Rabbi Samuel b. Meir, Rashbam (1080/85-c.1174) 
 
M. Berger. The Torah Commentary of Rabbi Samuel ben Meir. PhD Diss, Harvard, 1982.  
 
E. Touitou, Exegesis in Perpetual Motion, Bar Ilan University Press, 2003 [Hebrew]. 
 
The commentary on the Torah has been translated by M. Lockshin; the commentary on 
Qohelet by S. Japhet and R. Salters. 
 

Eliezer Beaugency 
 

http://muse.jhu.edu/journals/aleph_historical_studies_in_science_and_judaism/toc/ale6.1.html
http://muse.jhu.edu/journals/aleph_historical_studies_in_science_and_judaism/toc/ale6.1.html
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Robert Harris. The Literary Hermeneutic of Rabbi Eliezer of Beaugency. PhD Diss, JTS. 
 
 

Rabbi Moses b. Maimon, Rambam, Maimonides (1138-1204) 
 
Sara Klein-Braslavy. Maimonides’ Interpretation of the Stories about Adam/Man in 
Genesis. Jerusalem, 1987 [Hebrew]. 
---------- Maimonides’ Interpretation of the Story about the Creation of the World. 
Jerusalem, 1988 [Hebrew]. 
---------- King Solomon and Philosophical Esotericism in the Thought of Maimonides. 
Jerusalem, 1996 [Hebrew]. 
---------- Maimonides as Biblical Interpreter (Academic Press, 2011). 
 
Mordecai Cohen, Opening the Gates of Interpretation: Maimonides’ Biblical 
Hermeneutics in Light of His Geonic-Andalusian Heritage and Muslim Milieu (Brill, 
2011) 
 

Joseph Ibn ‘Aqnin 
 
A. Halkin, “Ibn ‘Aknin’s Commentary on the Song of Songs,” in Alexander Marx Jubilee 
Volume, ed. S. Lieberman. New York, 1950, pp. 389-424. 
 

Joseph Kimhi (c. 1105-1170) 
 

M. Cohen, in Hebrew Bible/Old Testament. 
 

Moses Kimhi, Ramak (d. c. 1190) 
 

M. Cohen, in Hebrew Bible/Old Testament. 
 

David Kimhi, Radak (c. 1160-1235) 
 

Frank Talmage, “David Kimhi and the Rationalist Tradition,” HUCA 39 (1968), 177-218. 
---------- “David Kimhi and the Rationalist Tradition II: Literary Sources,” in Studies in 
Jewish Bibliography, History, and Literature, ed. C. Berlin. Ktav, 1972, 453-78.  
---------- David Kimhi: The Man and the Commentaries. Harvard, 1975. 
 

Samuel Ibn Tibbon (c. 1165-1232) 
 
J. Robinson. Samuel Ibn Tibbon’s Commentary on Ecclesiastes, The Book of the Soul of 
Man. Tübingen, 2007. 
 

Jacob Anatoli (c. 1194-1256) 
 
M. L. Gordon, The Rationalism of Jacob Anatoli. Ph.D. Diss., Yeshiva University, 1974. 
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Moses Ibn Tibbon (fl. 1240-1283) 
 
C. Sirat, “La Pensée philosophique de Moïse Ibn Tibbon,” REJ 138 (1979), 505-15. 
 
O. Fraisse, Moses Ibn Tibbons Kommentar Zum Hohenlied und sein poetologisch-
philosophisches Programm, Berlin, 2004. 
 

Levi b. Abraham b. Hayyim (c. 1235-after 1305) 
 
H. Kreisel. Levi b. Abraham b. Hayyim, Liwyat Hen 6:3, Ma‘aseh be-Reshit, Jerusalem, 
2004. 
 
H. Kreisel. Levi b. Abraham b. Hayyim, Liwyat Hen, Ekhut ha-Nevu’ah ve-Sodot ha-
Torah, Beer Sheva, 2007. 
 

Menahem ha-Meiri (1249-1315) 
 
G. Stern, Menahem ha-Me’iri and the Second Controversy over Philosophy (Ph.D. Diss., 
Harvard University, 1995). 
 

Ezra of Gerona (d. 1230-45) 
 
S. Brody, Rabbi Ezra ben Solomon of Gerona: Commentary on the Song of Songs and 
Other Kabbalistic Commentaries, Western Michigan University, 1999. 
 

Rabbi Moses b. Nahman, Ramban, Nahmanides (1194-1270) 
 
Rabbi Moses Nahmanides (Ramban): Explorations in his Religious and Literary 
Virtuosity, ed. I. Twersky. Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1983 
 
Elliot Wolfson. “By Way of Truth: Aspects of Nahmanides’ Kabbalistic Hermeneutic,” 
Association for Jewish Studies Review 14 (1989), pp. 103-178.  
 
M. Halbertal, Al Derekh ha-Emet: ha-Ramban ve-Yetsiratah shel Masoret, Jerusalem, 
2005. 
 

Zohar 
 
E. Wolfson. Luminal Darkness: Imaginal Gleanings from Zoharic Literature. OneWorld 
Publications, 2006. 
 

Abraham Abulafia (1240-1291) 
 
M. Idel, Language, Torah, and Hermeneutics in Abraham Abulafia, Albany, 1989. 
 

Judah b. Solomon ha-Kohen (c. 1215-after 1247) 
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D. Goldstein, “The Commentary of Judah b. Solomon Hakohen Ibn Matqah to Genesis, 
Psalms and Proverbs,” HUCA 52 (1981), pp. 203-52. 
 

Zerahiyah Hen (fl. 1277-1291) 
 
A. Ravitzky, The Thought of Rabbi Zerahyah b. Isaac b. She’altiel Hen and 
Maimonidean-Tibbonian Philosophy in the Thirteenth Century (Ph.D. Diss., Hebrew 
University, 1977) [Hebrew]. 
 

Immanuel of Rome (c. 1261-before 1336) 
 
D. Goldstein, The Commentary on Immanuel ben Solomon of Rome on Chapters I-X of 
Genesis: Introduction, Hebrew Text, Notes (Ph.D. Diss., University of London, 1966). 
---------- “Longevity, the Rainbow, and Immanuel of Rome,” HUCA 42 (1971), 243-50. 
 
D. Schechterman, The Philosophy of Immanuel of Rome in Light of His Commentary on 
the Book of Genesis (Ph.D. Diss., Hebrew University, 1984). 
 

Judah Romano (c. 1292-after 1330) 
 
J. Sermoneta, “Prophecy in the Writings of R. Yehudah Romano,” in Studies in Medieval 
Jewish History and Literature, vol. 2, ed. I. Twersky, Harvard, 1984, pp. 337-74. 
 
Caterina Rigo, Judah Romano’s Commentaries on the Bible: His Philosophical System as 
Contained in Them and His Sources in Jewish Thought and Christian Scholasticism 
(Ph.D. Diss., Hebrew University, 1996) [Hebrew] 
---------- “Human Substance and Eternal Life in the Philosophy of Rabbi Judah Romano,” 
Jerusalem Studies in Jewish Thought 14 (1998), 181-222 [Hebrew]. 
 

Tanhum ha-Yerushalmi (d. 1291) 
 
P. Fenton, in Hebrew Bible/Old Testament. 
 
H. Shy. Tanhum on The Twelve Minor Prophets (Magnes). 
 
M. Wechsler, Strangers in the Land (Magnes, 2010). 
 

Joseph Ibn Kaspi (1279/80-1347) 
 
I. Twersky, “Joseph Ibn Kaspi: Portrait of a Medieval Jewish Intellectual,” in Studies in 
Medieval Jewish History and Literature, ed. I. Twersky, Harvard, 1979, pp. 231-57. 
 
B. Herring, Joseph Ibn Kaspi’s Gevia Kesef: A Study in Medieval Jewish Philosophic 
Bible Commentary, New York, 1982. 
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Levi b. Gershom, Ralbag, Gersonides (1288-1344) 
 
A. Lassen, The Commentary of Levi ben Gerson on the Book of Job, New York, 1946. 
 
M. Kellner, The Commentary on Song of Songs by Levi ben Gershom, New Haven, 1998. 
 
S. Feldman, “Gersonides and Biblical Exegesis,” in The Wars of the Lord, trans. S. 
Feldman, vol. 2, Philadelphia, 1987, pp. 213-47. 
 

Nissim of Marseilles (fl. 1315-1330) 
 
H. Kreisel, Ma‘aseh Nissim by R. Nissim of Marseilles (Jerusalem, 2000) 
 

Rabbenu Nissim b. Abraham Gerundi, Ran (fl. 1336-1373) 
 
Leon Aryeh Feldman, Studies in the Life and Times of R. Nissim b. Reuben Gerondi of 
Barcelona. Ph.D. Dissertation, Columbia University, 1968. 
 

Isaac Arama (c. 1420-1494) 
 
S. Heller-Wilensky, Isaac Arama and his Philosophical System, Jerusalem, 1956 
[Hebrew]. 
 

Isaac Abarbanel (1437-1508) 
 
E. Lawee, “Isaac Abarbanel’s intellectual achievement and literary legacy in modern 
scholarship: a retrospective and opportunity,” in Studies in Medieval Jewish History and 
Literature, vol. 3 (Harvard, 2000), pp. 213-247. 
---------- Isaac Abarbanel’s Stance towards Tradition. Albany, 2002. 
 
S. Feldman, Philosophy in a Time of Crisis: Don Isaac Abravanel – Defender of the 
Faith, RoutledgeCurzon, 2002. 
 
STUDIES BY THEME 
 
Mordechai Cohen. Three Approaches to Biblical Metaphor: From Abraham Ibn Ezra and 
Maimonides to David Kimhi. Leiden, 2003. 
 
James Kugel, “Some Medieval and Renaissance Ideas about Biblical Poetry,” in Studies 
in Medieval Jewish History and Literature, ed. I. Twersky, Harvard, 1979, pp. 57-81. 
 
Jacob Lassner. Demonizing the Queen of Sheba: Boundaries of Gender and Culture in 
Post-Biblical Judaism and Medieval Islam. University of Chicago Press, 1993.  
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E. Lawee, “Introducing Scripture: The ‘accessus ad auctores’ in Hebrew exegetical 
literature from the thirteenth through the fifteenth centuries,” in With Reverence for the 
Word, ed. B. Walfish (Oxford, 2003), pp. 157-179. 
 
H. Lazarus-Yafeh. Intertwined Worlds: Medieval Islam and Bible Criticism. Princeton, 
1992. 
 
J. Robinson, “Samuel Ibn Tibbon’s Commentary on Ecclesiastes and the Philosopher’s 
Prooemium,” in Studies in Medieval Jewish History and Literature, vol. 3, eds. I. 
Twersky and J. Harris (Harvard, 2000), 83-146 
 
Marc Saperstein. Decoding the Rabbis: A Thirteenth-Century Commentary on the 
Aggadah. Harvard, 1980. 
---------- Jewish Preaching 1200-1800: An Anthology. New Haven, 1989. 
 
F. Talmage, “Keep your Sons from Scripture: The Bible in Medieval Jewish Scholarship 
and Spirituality,” in Understanding Judaism, eds. C. Thoma, M. Wyschogrod, New 
York, 1987, 81-101. 
 
J. Whitman, Interpretation and Allegory: Antiquity to the Modern Period. Leiden, 2003. 
 
STUDIES BY VERSE, STORY, BOOK 
 

Genesis 1, Creation 
 
S. Feldman, “In the Beginning God Created: A Philosophical Midrash,” in God and 
Creation: An Ecumenical Symposium, eds. D. Burrell, B. McGinn, Notre Dame, 1990, 
pp. 3-26. 
 
J. Sermoneta, “Light—its substance and function in Genesis according to Judah b. Moses 
b. Daniel Romano,” in Masu’ot: Studies in Kabbalah and Jewish Thought in Memory of 
Prof. Ephraim Gottleib, Jerusalem, 1995, pp. 343-60 [Hebrew] 
 
A. Ravitsky, “Aristotle’s Meteorology and Maimonidean Exegesis of the Account of 
Creation,” Aleph 8 (2008): 
http://muse.jhu.edu/journals/aleph_historical_studies_in_science_and_judaism/v008/8.ra
vitzky.pdf 
 
Jeremy Cohen. “Be fertile and increase, fill the earth and master it”: The Ancient and 
Medieval Career of a Biblical Text. Ithaca, 1989. 
 

Genesis 12-25, The Abraham Stories 
 
Reuven Firestone. Journeys in Holy Lands: The Evolution of the Abraham-Ishmael 
Legends in Islamic Exegesis. State University of New York Press, 1990. 
 

http://muse.jhu.edu/journals/aleph_historical_studies_in_science_and_judaism/v008/8.ravitzky.pdf
http://muse.jhu.edu/journals/aleph_historical_studies_in_science_and_judaism/v008/8.ravitzky.pdf
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Shari Lowin, The Making of a Forefather: Abraham in Islamic and Jewish Exegetical 
Narratives, Brill 2006. 
 
The Faith of Abraham: In Light of Interpretation throughout the Ages, eds. M. 
Hallamish, H. Kasher, Y. Silman, Bar Ilan, 2003 [Hebrew]. 
 

Genesis 22, The Binding of Isaac 
 
Shalom Spiegel, The Last Trial, New York, 1967. 
 

Genesis 28, Jacob’s Ladder 
 
Alexander Altmann, “The Ladder of Ascension,” in Studies in Mysticism and Religion 
Presented to Gershom G. Scholem on his Seventieth Birthday, eds. E. E. Urbach, R. J. Z. 
Werblowsky, Ch. Wirszubsky, Magnes, 1967, pp. 1-32. 
 
M. Idel. Ascensions on High in Jewish Mysticism: Pillar, Lines, Ladders. Budapest and 
New York, 2005. 
 

Genesis 37-50, The Joseph Stories 
 

James Kugel. In Potiphar’s House. Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1994. 
 
Shalom Goldman, The Wiles of Women/the Wiles of Men: Joseph and Potiphar’s Wife in 
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