THEORIES OF SELF

Comparative Human Development 427 John A. Lucy

Spring 2011 Office: HD S 103

Meetings: TuTh 3:00-4:30, HM 145 Tel: 702-3517

Office Hours: By appointment (call Janie Lardner 2-3971) Email: j-lucy@uchicago.edu

General Description: This course examines influential theories of self-formation and functioning especially
with respect to how the theories handle social interaction and verbal communication. The course emphasizes
close reading, analysis, and discussion of basic texts representative of major approaches. Typological
variants of self as a function of culture, class, gender, etc. are considered only minimally given the time
constraints of the course but will be the focus of a separate course building on this one.

Prerequisites: Graduate standing, preferably beyond the first year.

Formal Requirements: Substantial and difficult required reading. Preparation for each class discussion of
brief written commentaries on the meeting's reading assignment. These commentaries will consist of two
parts: a 500-word analytic summary of the argument of the reading and a 250-word critical response to some
portion of the argument as summarized. The summary should not be a simple narrative description of what
was in each chapter, but an analytic statement of the structure of the work (or theory) emphasizing its aims,
basic premises, key concepts, development of the argument, etc. The critical response may be positive or
negative in nature but should be directed at something central to the argument of the work or to comparison
with other works in the course. We will discuss further in class what should go into good summaries and
criticisms. We will use these summaries and criticisms as the basis for class discussions and they will,
therefore, be due in class. Course grade will be based on the quality of these assignments. Seven are
required for a Pass, fourteen are required (out of the eighteen possible) for a letter grade.

Schedule of Readings
Books available from the Seminary Co-op Bookstore, 5757 University Avenue.

Week/Date Reading
1 03/29 Overview of the course
03/31 W. James, Principles of psychology: ch. 1:1-12,4:104-27, 7:183-98, 8:199-213, 9:224-39. [Dover]
2 04/05 W. James, Principles of psychology: ch. 10:291-401.
04/07 S. Freud, Introductory lectures: pt. I: 17-98. [Norton, Std Ed, blue cover]
3 04/12 S. Freud, Introductory lectures: pt. 11: 101-298.
04/14 S. Freud, Introductory lectures: pt. 111: 301-374 [rec: -444/-576].
4 04/19 <No Class>
04/21 S. Freud, The ego and the id: 1-62. [Norton, Std Ed, blue cover]
V. Voloshinov, Freudianism: a critical sketch: 67-92. [Chalk, pdf]
5 04/26 G. Mead, Mind, self, and society: 1-134.
04/28 G. Mead, Mind, self, and society: 135-227.
6 05/03 G. Mead, Mind, self, and society: 227-337.
05/05 E. Goffman, The presentation of self in everyday life: 1-140.
7 05/10 E. Goffman, The presentation of self in everyday life: 141-255.
05/12 M. Bakhtin, Art and answerability: 208-231, 1-99.
8 05/17 M. Bakhtin, Art and answerability: 99-208.
05/19 P. Bourdieu, Distinction: pt. I: 9-96.
9 05/24 P. Bourdieu, Distinction: pt. 1I: 97-257.
05/26 P. Bourdieu, Distinction: pt. I1I: 257-396.
10 05/31 P. Bourdieu, Distinction: pt. I11: 397-500.



