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Education

2006
Ph.D., Linguistics, University of California, Los Angeles
Thesis: Generating Copies: An investigation into structural identity in
language and grammar Committee

Edward L. Keenan Marcus Kracht
Charles Taylor Colin Wilson

Edward P. Stabler (chair)

2001
B.A. cum laude
Linguistics & Computer Science (with honors), and Philosophy
University of California, Los Angeles

Relevant Work Experience
2009–current

Neubauer Family Assistant Professor
Computation Institute and Department of Linguistics
University of Chicago

2007–2009
Professor for general Linguistics: Syntax
Instutute for german Language and Linguistics
Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin

2006–2007
Researcher
INRIA Futurs

2001
Ontology Developer
Answerfriend.com

Languages

spoken (in decreasing order of proficiency): English (native), German (fluent),
French, Hungarian, Italian, Twi

fieldwork : Kiowa, Twi, Yorùbá
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Publications

Journal Articles

1. Inverse Linking via Function Composition. to appear. Natural
Language Semantics

2. Evaluating the Complexity of Optimality Theory. With Jeff
Heinz and Jason Riggle. 2009. Linguistic Inquiry 40(2):277-288

3. Features Moving Madly: A Formal Perspective on Feature
Percolation in the Minimalist Program. 2005. Research on Lan-
guage and Computation 3(4):391-410

4. Formalizing Mirror Theory. 2002. Grammars 5(3):177-221

Articles in Collections

1. Deriving Reconstruction Asymmetries. submitted in: Local model-
ing of non-local dependencies, Artemis Alexiadou, Tibor Kiss and Gereon
Müller (eds.).

2. Syntactic Identity in Survive Minimalism: Ellipsis and the Deriva-
tional Identity Hypothesis. 2009. in: Towards a Derivational Syn-
tax: Survive Minimalism, Michael Putnam (ed.). John Benjamins.

3. Agreement Bottlenecks in Italian. 2008. in: Computational Alge-
braic Approaches to Morphology and Syntax, Claudia Casadio and Joachim
Lambek (eds.). Polimetrica, Monza (Milan).

Conference Proceedings

1. Without Remnant Movement, MGs are Context-Free. 2009. In:
Proceedings of the 11. Meeting on Mathematics of Language (MOL).

2. Across-the-Board Extraction and Minimalist Grammars. 2008.
In: Proceedings of TAG+9, Tübingen.

3. An Automata-Theoretic Approach to Minimalism. With Chris-
tian Retoré and Sylvain Salvati. 2008. In: Proceedings of Model Theoretic
Syntax at 10, 19th ESSLLI.

4. A Formal Foundation for A and A-bar Movement in the Min-
imalist Program. to appear. In: Proceedings of the 10. Meeting on
Mathematics of Language (MOL).

5. Two Type 0-Variants of Minimalist Grammars. With Jens Michaelis.
to appear. In: Proceedings of the 10. Conference on Formal Grammar and
the 9. Meeting on Mathematics of Language (FG/MOL)
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6. Intervention and Focus in Asante Twi. With Harold Torrence.
2006. In: Papers on Information Structure in African Languages, I. Fiedler
and A. Schwarz, eds. ZAS Papers in Linguistics, 46(12):161–184

7. On Pregroups, Freedom, and (Virtual) Conceptual Necessity.
With Marcus Kracht. 2006. In: Proceedings of the 29. Penn Linguistics
Colloquium, A. Eliam, T. Scheffler and J. Tauberer, eds. UPenn Working
Papers in Linguistics, 12(1):189–198

8. Grammar Structure and the Dynamics of Language Evolution.
With Yoosook Lee, Travis Collier, Edward Stabler and Charles Taylor.
2005. In: Advances in Artificial Life, M. S. Capcarrere, A. A. Freitas,
P. J. Bentley, C. G. Johnson and J. Timmis, eds. Lecture Notes in Com-
puter Science, 3630: 624–633

9. Induction of Prototypes in a Robotic Setting Using Local
Search MDL. With Jason Riggle, Richard Brooks, David Friedlander,
Charles Taylor, and Edward Stabler. 2004. In: Proceedings of the The
Ninth International Symposium on Artificial Life and Robotics (AROB)

10. The learning and emergence of mildly context sensitive lan-
guages. With Edward Stabler, Travis Collier, Yoosook Lee, Ying Lin,
Jason Riggle, Yuan Yao, and Charles Taylor. 2003. In: Advances in
Artificial Life, W. Banzhaf, T. Christaller, P. Dittrich, J. T. Kim, and
J. Ziegler, eds. Lecture Notes in Computer Science, 2801: 525–534

11. Grounding as Learning. With Jason Riggle, Travis Collier, Yoosook
Lee, Ying Lin, Yuan Yao, Charles Taylor and Edward Stabler. 2003. In:
Proceedings of the Workshop on Language Evolution, 15th ESSLLI

12. Learning Mirror Theory. With Travis Collier, Yoosook Lee, Charles
Taylor and Edward Stabler. 2002. In: Proceedings of TAG+6, Venezia

13. Natural Language Interface to an Intrusion Detection Sys-
tem. With Kye-bum Wee, Travis Collier, Edward Stabler and Charles
Taylor. 2001. In: Proceedings International Conference on Control, Au-
tomation, and Systems

Presentations

Invited Presentations

1. The acceptability cline in VP ellipsis. University of Delaware.
December 2009.

2. On Ellipsis: Linguistic, Computational, and Cognitive Per-
spectives. The 14. conference on Formal Grammar, Bordeaux. July
2009.
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3. A grammar based account of acceptability gradients in VP
ellipsis. University of Potsdam. May 2009.

4. On syntactic copying. University of Chicago. January 2009.

5. Eine Bemerkung zur Komplexität der Tilgungstheorie ellip-
tischer Sätzen. Workshop Theoretischer Computerlinguistik, Tübingen.
November 2008.

6. On ellipsis and minimalist grammars. UCLA. April 2008.

7. On the complexity of deletion under identity. Fifth Workshop
on Lambda Calculus and Formal Grammar, Tokyo. March 2008.

8. Natural classes in natural language. University of Kentucky.
February 2007.

9. Copying, compositionality, and the complexity of natural lan-
guage. University of Texas at Austin. February 2007.

10. Was wird kopiert? Relativisierte Prädikate im Yoruba. Humboldt-
Universität zu Berlin. February 2007.

11. Derivational Identity: Concepts and consequences. Northwest-
ern University. January 2007.

12. On ellipsis and derivational identity. Yale University. January
2007.

13. Explaining ellipsis identity. University of Chicago. January 2007.

14. Deriving the differences between A and A-bar movement. Michi-
gan State University. January 2007.

15. A Derivational Theory of Copying in Minimalist Grammars.
Talk presented at the Zentrum für Algemeine Sprachwissenschaft (ZAS),
Berlin. October 2005.

16. Pregroups, Products, and Generative Power. Workshop on Pre-
groups and Linear Logic, Chieti. May 2005.

17. Structure and Similarity. Seminar für Sprachwissenschaft, Univer-
sität Tübingen. July 2002.

Conference, Workshop, and Meeting Presentations (Noninvited)

1. Without Remnant Movement, MGs are Context-Free. MOL 11,
Bielefeld. August 2009.

2. Eliminating Sidewards Movement. 35. GGS, Leipzig. May 2009.
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3. Across-the-Board extraction in Minimalist Grammars. TAG+9,
Tübingen. June 2008.

4. A Processing Model for ‘Ungrammatical’ Verb Phrase Ellip-
sis. With John Hale, Christina Kim, and Jeffrey Runner. CUNY ’08,
Chapel Hill. March 2008.

5. Deriving the A, A-bar Distinction in the Minimalist Program.
Workshop on Local Modelling of Non-Local Dependencies in Syntax at
the DGfS, Bamberg. February, 2008.

6. Hypothetical Reasoning and Association with Focus. 9th Szk-
larska Poreba Workshop, Szklarska Poreba. February 2008.

7. An Automata-Theoretic Approach to Minimalism. With Sylvain
Salvati and Christian Retoré. ESSLLI Workshop on Model Theoretic Syn-
tax, Dublin. August 2007.

8. A Formal Foundation for A and A-bar Movement. Mathematics
of Language 10, Los Angeles. July 2007.

9. On Copying in Language and Grammar. With Edward P. Stabler.
The 81st Meeting of the LSA, Anaheim. January 2007.

10. Linguistique computationnelle: entre sciences cognitives et
traitement automatique des langues. With Maxime Amblard and
Christian Retoré. Colloque de l’Association pour la Recherche Cognitive
(ARCo ’06), Bordeaux. December 2006.

11. Deconstructing Copying: Yoruba Predicate Clefts and Uni-
versal Grammar. The 80th Meeting of the LSA, Albuquerque. January
2006.

12. Getting Focussed in Asante Twi. With Harold Torrence. Interna-
tional Conference on Focus in African Languages, Berlin. October 2005.

13. Pregroup Grammars are Turing Complete. With Marcus Kracht.
The 29. Penn Linguistics Colloquium, Philadelphia. February 2005.

14. Comparing Typologies of Quantity-Insensitive Stress Systems
With and Without Gradience. With Jeff Heinz and Jason Riggle.
The 79th Meeting of the LSA, Oakland. January 2005.

15. The Syntax of Complement Clauses in Asante Twi. With Harold
Torrence. The 35th Annual Conference on African Languages, Cambridge.
April 2004.

16. The Learning and Emergence of Mildly Context Sensitive Lan-
guage. With Jason Riggle. European Conference on Artificial Life, Dort-
mund. September 2003.
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17. Grounding As Learning. With Jason Riggle. ESSLLI Workshop on
Language Evolution and Computation, Vienna. August 2003.

18. Learning Mirror Theory. TAG+6, Venice. May 2002.

Research & Teaching Experience
Autumn 2009
Graduate Seminar on Parsing

July 2009
ESSLLI Summer-school course on Minimalist Grammars (with Jens Michaelis)

Summer 2009
Graduate Seminar on A-Dependencies
Undergraduate Seminar on Syntactic Typology

Winter 2008/09
Graduate Seminar on the Syntax-Semantics Interface
Undergraduate Seminar on Syntactic Movement

Summer 2008
Graduate Seminar on the Morphology-Syntax Interface
Practicum on Mathematical Foundations of Linguistics
Undergraduate Lecture on Information Structure and Syntax

Winter 2007/08
Graduate Seminar on Ellipsis.
Undergraduate Seminar on Syntactic Typology.

Winter 2001 - Fall 2006
Adaptive Language Project. (Professor E. Stabler and Professor C. Taylor) Re-
search Assistant.

Spring 2006
Syntax II (Linguistics 165B. Professor A. Mahajan) Teaching Assistant.

Winter 2004
Mathematical Linguistics II (Linguistics 218. Professor E. Keenan) Teaching
Assistant.

Spring 2003
Learnability Theory Workshop II. Co-Teaching with Jason Riggle.

Spring 2003
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Introduction to Linguistics (Linguistics 20. Professor C. Wilson) Teaching As-
sistant.

Winter 2003
Learnability Theory Workshop I. Co-Teaching with Jason Riggle.

Fall 2002
Mathematical Linguistics I (Linguistics C180/208. Professor E. Keenan) Teach-
ing Assistant.

Summer 2002
Binational Science Foundation. (Professor E. Keenan) Research Assistant.

Winter 2002
Proofs and Refutations. (Linguistics 252.) Co-Teaching with Professor E.
Keenan.

Service
Reviewer. 2009. NAACL-HLT.
Reviewer. 2009. DLT.
Reviewer. 2007–2008. JOLLI.
Referee. 2005. LACL.
Planning Committee Member. 2005. SALT 15.
President, Graduate Linguistics Council. 2004–2005.
Program Committee Member and Student Session co-chair. 2004. NASSLLI.
Reviewer. 2003. Student Session, NASSLLI.
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