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This course will be concerned with theories of action and institution in economic process.  We will start out examining some of the classic pragmatism informed authors in institutional economics, turn to classic pragmatist statements about social action, and then finish with an array of contemporary explorations in economic sociology regarding action and institutions. A chief goal will be to develop a pragmatic language for discussing processes of recomposition in roles, rules, identities  and institutions.  The theoretical issues addressed in the course will generally be of interest to students interested in political economy and economic sociology, as well as those generally interested in institutions, agency, practice, and identity. 

Requirements:  Students will be expected to make one in class presentation on one or a group of readings.  The aim of the presentation should not be simply to summarize the argument of the text, but rather to pose critical questions about the reading that can be pursued subsequently in class discussion.  Students will also be expected to write a 20 page paper that addresses one or more of the issues dealt with in the readings.  Comparisons between perspectives, for example, would be an appropriate kind of topic.   Empirical applications can also be considered.  Students should discuss their paper topic ideas with the instructor before writing begins.
Required Books:

Daniel Brumley, Sufficient Reason
Donald MacKenzie, Material Markets
Bruno Latour, Reassembling the Social
David Stark, The Sense of Dissonance
1:  Institutionalist Economics: Original Statements

Thorstein Veblen:  Why is Economics not an evolutionary science?

Thorstein Veblen: The Limits of Marginal Utility Theory

John R. Commons: The Delivered Price Practice in the Steel Industry

John R. Commons: Institutional Economics 

Clarence E. Ayres : The Co-Ordinates of Institutionalism

Clarence E. Ayres:  The Impact of the Great Depression on Economic Thinking

2: Institutions, Action, Evolution, Pragmatism, Economic Sociology

· Geoffrey M. Hodgson: The Revival of Veblenian Institutional Economics

· Erkki Kilpinen, Does Pragmatism imply Institutionalism?
· Jack Barbalet, Action Theoretic Foundations of Economic Sociology

· Jens Beckert, The Social Order of Markets

3. Pragmatist Theory of Action:  Habit, Instinct, Experimentation and Reflection

John Dewey, Human Nature and Conduct
4. Pragmatist Theory of Action: Habit and Flow
William James,  Principles of Psychology, Vol 1: 

Chapter IV: Habit; Chapter IX: The Stream of Thought

5. Habit, Reflexivity and Institutions

· Luciana D’Adderio, The performativity of routines: Theorising the inﬂuence of artefacts and distributed agencies on routines dynamics
· Jack Barbelet, The Jamesian Theory of Action

· Charles Camic, The Matter of Habit

· Erkki Kilpinen, The Habitual Concept of Action and Social Theory

· CW Mills,  Situated Action and Vocabulary of Motives

· Michael Lounsbury and Ellen Crumley, New Practice Creation: An Institutional Perspective on Innovation
6.  Pragmatism and Economic Institutions Again

Daniel Bromley, Sufficient Reason. Volitional Pragmatism and the Meaning of Economic Institutions
7. Actor/Network Theory

Bruno Latour, Reassembling the Social
8.  Performing the Economy

Donald MacKenzie,  Material Markets. How Economic Agents are Constructed
9.  Value in the Economy

David Stark, The Sense of Dissonance.  Accounts of Worth in Economic Life
