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These discontinuous jumps around the 55 and 65 thresholds are evidence that the system being 

gamed. It is hard to manipulate the score of a student who made, say, a 35 to get it up over the 55 

or 65 point threshold. But it may be much easier to slightly shade things up over the threshold for 

a student who scored, say, in the low 50s or low 60s. Thus, the big jump just at the thresholds 

suggests that scores are being manipulated in some way.  

 

I can think of two ways this might be happening.  

 

Amazingly, given the high stakes for students and schools, Regents Exams are graded by the 

teachers at the school administering the exam. Moreover, the exams are not purely multiple 

choice, so there is plenty of room for subjective grading. Teachers might have personal loyalties 

to their students and, thus, be inclined to shade grades higher for students just on the verge of 

making a score that would allow them to graduate. Further, the number of students making 

scores above 55 and 65 points directly affects a school’s ratings under No Child Left Behind. 

Consequently, it affects the resources the school has and the welfare of that school’s teachers. So 

the teachers might also have a direct personal reason to manipulate grading so as to push as 

many scores as possible up above the 55 point and 65 point thresholds.  

 

If the teachers, who are also the graders, have all sorts of reasons to want students to pass the 


