HREL 44402: Mahayana Siitra Literature

Autumn Quarter 2006 Christian K. Wedemeyer
Wednesday 15:00-17:50 Swift 310B
Swift Hall 403 Office Hours M/Tu 9:30-10:30

wedemeyer @uchicago.edu

Course description: In the early centuries of the Common Era (ca. 100 BCE-700 CE), the Buddhist
traditions saw a tremendous surge in scriptural production and a new focus on textuality. Much of this
new literature centered around the notion that one might aspire to the position of a cosmic world-teacher
(buddha), rather than “merely” an enlightened saint. Gradually, as this new orientation spawned novel
forms of religious thought and praxis, a self-conscious movement began to take shape, which eventually
came to be known as the Mahayana or “Universal Vehicle.” In this course, we will explore the
development of these traditions through close reading of several of its major scriptures (sitra-s).

PQ:. HREL 35100/SALC 48306 or other background in Indian Buddhism preferred.

Course requirements:
1) Close, careful reading of the assigned works,
2) Regular attendance and attentive and/or active participation,
3) A presentation on one of the siitras (or clusters of siitras) assigned,
4) Either one final paper (20—25pp) or two shorter papers (10—-15pp).

SCHEDULE OF CLASS MEETINGS:
Week One (27 September 2006): Introduction/Orientation

Week Two (4 October 2006): State of the Art and Methods of Analysis

Readings: Skilling, “Mahayana and Bodhisattva: An Essay Towards Historical Understanding'
Schopen, “Mahayana in Indian Inscriptions”
Nattier, A Few Good Men, pp. 3-197
Recommended: Gombrich, “Organized Bodhisattvas”
Silk, “What, if Anything, is Mahayana Buddhism?”

Week Three (11 October 2006): Enquiry of Ugra (Ugrapariprccha)
Readings: Nattier, A Few Good Men, pp. 201-321

Week Four (18 October 2006): Mystical Revelations
Readings: Harrison, Samadhi of Direct Encounter, pp. 3-205
Harrison, “Mediums and Messages”
Recommended: Harrison, The Pratyutpanna Samadhi Sitra (Chinese of Lokaksema)

Week Five (25 October 2006): Pairs of Sttras
Readings: “On Ratthapala” (The Ratthapala Sutta)
Ensink, The Question of Rastrapala, pp. 1-59
“The Greater Discourse on the Destruction of Craving” (Mahatanhasankhaya Sutta)
Reat, The Salistambha Sitra (entire)
Recommended: “The Great Passing” (Mahaparinibbana Sutta)
Yamamoto, The Mahayana Mahaparinirvana Sitra
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Week Six (1 November 2006): Devotionalism
Readings: Gomez, The Land of Bliss, pp. 3—111
Schopen, “Sukhavatt as a Generalized Religious Goal in Sanskrit Mahayana”

Week Seven (8 November 2006): The Perfections of Wisdom and Liberative Art
Readings: Miiller, The Diamond Sitra, Larger and Smaller Heart Siitras
Conze, The Perfection of Wisdom in Eight Thousand Lines, chs. I-1V, VII-1X, XI-XII,
XIX-XX, XXII, XXV, XXX-XXXII
Beyer, “Notes on the Vision Quest in Early Mahayana”
Tatz, The Skill in Means (Upayakausalya) Siitra
Recommended: Deleanu, “Preliminary Study on Meditation and the Beginnings of Mahayana”
Schopen, “The Manuscript of the Vajracchedika Found at Gilgit”

Week Eight (15 November 2006): Polemicism and Transcedental Visions
Readings: Hurvitz, The Scripture of the Lotus Blossom of the Fine Dharma (The Lotus Sutra)
Pye, “The Lotus Siitra and the Essence of the Mahayana”

Week Nine (22 November 2006): The Third Turning of the Wheel
Readings: Powers, The Samdhinirmocana Sttra (entire)
Suzuki, Lankavatara Sitra, pp. 22-70, 85-90, 190-225.

Week Ten (29 November 2006): Summing It All Up
Readings: Thurman, trans., The Holy Teaching of Vimalakirti (entire)

**Final Paper due Wednesday 6 December 2006 in Swift 201 by 3:00PM**
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