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Education:

University of Chicago; Ph.D. Candidate, degree expected 2013; Comparative Human Development; GPA: 4.0 out of 4.0; Ph.D. Dissertation: Beyond the "Two-Worlds" Conundrum: Pathways to the Academic Excellence of the Underrepresented; Supervisors: Richard P. Taub, Richard A. Shweder, Micere I. Keels, Anne T. Straus

University of Kansas; M.A., 2003; Indigenous Nations Studies; GPA: 4.0 out of 4.0; Masters’ Thesis: Self-regard among Indigenous Peoples of the U.S. and the Mainstream Conceptualization of Self-esteem; Supervisors: Donald L. Fixico and Glenn Adams

Masaryk University (Czech Republic); M.A. equivalent, 2000; Psychology; Graduate GPA: 4.0 out of 4.0, Undergraduate GPA: 3.9 out of 4.0; Masters’ Thesis: Contribution to the Boehm Test of Basic Linguistic Concepts Standardization, a part of the project “Encouragement of the Optimal Development of Personality and Intellect of Socioculturally Disadvantaged Children as a Way towards Respecting Human Rights;” Supervisor: Vladimir Smekal; Comprehensive State Examination Thesis: Adolescents’ Life Satisfaction: Ideas, Feelings, and Determinants; Supervisor: Petr Macek

"Enhancing Children’s Engagement in Learning" Erikson Institute Continuing Education, Chicago, 2004

"Wellness Journey" Association of Addiction Professionals Continuing Education, Lawrence, 2002

"Wellness/Healing Skills Training" Indian Health Service Continuing Education, Albuquerque, 2001

Certified as first an Instructor at Arms (2010) and then Provost at Arms by the Fencing Masters Program, San Jose, 2011 

Academic Appointments and Professional Experience:

Indigenous Nations Studies Papers Reviewer for the Hawaii International Conference on Social Sciences, Since June 2003

Preceptor teaching Methodology courses and advising B.A. theses in the Department of Comparative Human Development at the University of Chicago, Chicago, 2005-2010

Grant Reviewer for the New Science of Virtues Grant Competition, The Arete Initiative at the University of Chicago, Chicago, 2009

Research Assistant to Richard Taub, the Chairman of the Department of Comparative Human Development at the University of Chicago, Chicago, 2003-2007

Editor of the Indigenous Nations Studies Journal at the Center for Indigenous Nations Studies at the University of Kansas, Lawrence, 2002-2003 

Researcher in the Open Society Fund project "The Encouragement of the Optimal Development of Personality and Intellect of Socioculturally Disadvantaged Children as a Way towards Respecting Human Rights," Masaryk University, Czech Republic, 1997-2000

Counselor in the Ratolest organization’s LATA project to help at-risk youth, Czech Republic, 1998-1999

Organizer of summer camps for the Romanies, children and youth, Czech Republic, 1995-1999

Researcher in the international “Youth Well-being” project, Masaryk University, Czech Republic, 1996-1997

Leisure Time Teacher and Counselor at the Interdiocesan Youth Center in Příchovice, Czech Republic, 1993-1995

Kindergarten Teacher in Kindergarten in Veseli nad Moravou, Czech Republic, 1991-1993 

Independent Professional Editor in the Institute of Folklore in Strážnice, Czech Republic, 1989-1991

Research Interests:

Ethnic minority education, cultural psychology, psychological anthropology, ethnographic sociology: academic excellence of high-achieving socio-economically disadvantaged students, life trajectories and experiences of Native American scholars teaching at mainstream universities, conceptualizations of success and honor in different cultures, self-regard among Native American students, culturally responsive psychological assessment, research, and theorizing
Publications:

Book Chapters:

Dvorakova, A. (2007). "Treaty of Fort Laramie, 1851" In D. L. Fixico (Ed.), Treaties with American Indians: An Encyclopedia of Rights, Conflicts, and Sovereignty. Santa Barbara, CA: ABC-CLIO. 

Dvorakova, A. (2007). "Black Kettle: Southern Cheyenne Tribal Leader" In D. L. Fixico (Ed.), Treaties with American Indians: An Encyclopedia of Rights, Conflicts, and Sovereignty. Santa Barbara, CA: ABC-CLIO.

Dvorakova, A. (2007). "Medicine Lodge Creek Treaty" In D. L. Fixico (Ed.), Treaties with American Indians: An Encyclopedia of Rights, Conflicts, and Sovereignty. Santa Barbara, CA: ABC-CLIO.

Smekal, V., Dvorakova, A., & Mares, J. (2003). Risk and protective factors of personality development of children from various ethnic groups. In H. Gray, C.A. Lewis, and V. Smekal (Eds.), Together we will learn: Ethnic minorities and education. Brno: Barrister & Principal.

Articles:

Dvorakova, A. (2003). The Notion of Low Self-esteem among Indigenous Peoples of the United States and the Strength of Indigenous Self-regard. Indigenous Nations Studies Journal, Vol.4, No.2, 1-23.

Book reviews: 

Dvorakova, A. (2003). Perilous Pursuit: The U.S. Cavalry and the Northern Cheyennes by S. Hoig. Indigenous Nations Studies Journal, Vol.4, No.1, 93-95.

Dvorakova, A. (2002). The Native Americans: The Indigenous People of North America by C. F. Taylor and W. C. Sturtevant (Eds.), and The American Indian by C. F. Taylor. Indigenous Nations Studies Journal, Vol.3, No.2, 110-111. 

Invited Presentations and Conference Session Chairing:

Dvorakova, A. (March 18, 2008). Individuality without Individualism: Native American Honor and Self-Regard. Conference Presentation, CSAS 85th Annual Meeting, Indianapolis, IN. 
Dvorakova, A. (October 18, 2007). Beyond the "Two-Worlds" Conundrum: Native American Scholars' Experience. Lecture, Reproduction of Race & Racial Ideologies Series, Chicago, IL.

Dvorakova, A. (May 2, 2006). Marginalization and Identity in Academia: Indigenous Scholars’ Experience. Lecture, NASA, OMSA, and IHGV Lecture Series, Chicago. IL. 

Dvorakova, A. (May 6, 2005). Exploring the Relative Strength of Indigenous Scholars’ Identities: Differing Experiences of Marginalization. Conference Presentation, Comparative Human Development 12th Annual Graduate Student Conference, Chicago, IL. 

Dvorakova, A. (May 2, 2005). Dealing with Marginalization in Academia. Lecture, P.E.O. Congress, Barrington, IL. 

Dvorakova, A. (March 11, 2005). Community and Land in Indian Territory. Conference Presentation, Central States Anthropological Society Conference, Oxford, OH; Paper invited also into the CSAS Graduate Student Paper Competition 2005.

Dvorakova, A. (June 12, 2003). On the Issue of Self-regard in Indigenous Peoples: Culturally Responsive Assessment? Conference session chair and presenter, Hawaii International Conference on Social Sciences, Honolulu, HI; Session: Indigenous Peoples in Psychology.

Languages:

Native speaker of Czech; fluent in English; advanced knowledge of Slovak; basic knowledge of Italian, German, and Russian

1

