Alisha and Glen’s favorite restaurants in Santiago de Chile

Astrid y Gaston (4.5 paws, $50 for dinner without wine)

Neighborhood: Providencia

Quick take: Probably the best restaurant in Santiago, if not all of South America

Not-to-miss dishes: Suckling pig, trio of ceviches

Tierra Noble (4.5 paws, $45 for dinner without wine)

Neighborhood: Vitacura

Quick take: This simple, but astonishingly good parilla competes with the best of Buenos Aires

Not-to-miss dishes: Magret de Pato, lomo liso

Sukalde (4 paws, $40 for tasting menu without wine)

Neighborhood: Providencia sur

Quick take: A sous chef from some world-class (Daniel, Arzak) restaurants takes Chile by storm

Not-to-miss dishes: Given how reasonably priced it is, the menu de degustación is probably worth it

Le Flaubert (4 paws, $10 for tea and $5 for soup)

Neighborhood: Providencia

Quick take: A serendipitous mix of tea house and soup maker that shouldn’t be missed

Not-to-miss dishes: High tea, onion soup

Amorio (4 paws, $30 for dinner without wine)

Neighborhood: Bellavista

Quick take: Young, hip aesthetic spot in a great neighborhood

Not-to-miss dishes: Risotto balls, best petit gateau in Santiago

Crepe Café (4 paws, $5 for a crepe)

Neighborhood: Providencia

Quick take: Some of the best crepes in Latin America

Not-to-miss dishes: Apple crepe, Nutella and raspberry crepe

Tiramisu (4 paws, $15 for dinner without wine)

Neighborhood: Vitacura

Quick take: Thin crust Italian pizza

Not-to-miss dishes: Try interesting toppings for pizza and house-specialty tiramisu 

Ambrosia (3.5 paws, $30 for dinner without wine)

Neighborhood: Plaza de Armas

Quick take: An oasis of excellent international food in the downtown desert

Not-to-miss dishes: The menu of the day is a good bet

Centre Catala (3.5 paws, $20 for dinner without wine)

Neighborhood: Providencia

Quick take: Good Spanish with charming service

Not-to-miss dishes: Cordero centre catala

Rivoli (3.5 paws, $15 for dinner without wine)

Neighborhood: Providencia

Quick take: Santiago’s best bet for Italian gets very busy in the evening

Not-to-miss dishes: Homemade pastas

Olan (3.5 paws, $15 for dinner without drinks)

Neighborhood: Far west Providencia

Quick take: The best classic Peruvian in the city is always hoping and doesn’t take reservations

Not-to-miss dishes: Chaufa con camarones, crema volteada, papas fritas

Sole Mío (3.5 paws, $15 for dinner without wine)

Neighborhood: Centro

Quick take: Startlingly, a tasty international restaurant in downtown

Not-to-miss dishes: Any of the homemade pasta, carbonara sauce

Le Fournil (3.5 paws, $1 for a croissant)

Neighborhood: Vitacura

Quick take: Excellent bread, croissants and gelato; other food mediocre

Not-to-miss dishes: Chocolate croissant

Bar Liguria (3.5 paws, $20 for dinner without wine)

Neighborhood: Multiple locations in Providencia

Quick take: Perhaps the best classic Chilean food, this is still a better bar than a restaurant

Not-to-miss dishes: Conejo, pastel de jaiba, pastel de choclo

Japón (3.5 paws, $20 for dinner without sake)

Neighborhood: Near Baquedano

Quick take: Santiago’s best bet for Japanese, with a nice atmosphere

Not-to-miss dishes: Stick to nigiri and sashimi, as rolls in Chile are a bad bet

Ruinas de Machu Picchu (3 paws, $10 for dinner without drinks)

Neighborhood: Centro, near the Mercado Central

Quick take: This Peruvian dive is one of the best values in the city

Not-to-miss dishes: Tacu tacu, pisco sour peruano

Palacio Danubio Azul (3 paws, $25 for dinner without wine)

Neighborhood: Las Condes

Quick take: This bizarrely named, over-the-top pretender is Santiago’s best Chinese

Not-to-miss dishes: Basically the only think worth having is the Pato Pekin

Sebastian (3 paws, $2 for a medium sized ice cream cone)

Neighborhood: Providencia

Quick take: While it’s not saying much, this is surely the best helado in Santiago

La Clasica (3 paws, $10 for a pizza)

Neighborhood: Providencia

Quick take: A nice, light very quick pizza joint

Not-to-miss dishes: Jacinta

Lomit’s and Domino (2.5 paws, $5 for a sandwich)

Neighborhood: Lomit’s in Providencia, Domino has many locations

Quick take: If you have the bad sense to want to try a completo or churrasco these are the places

Not-to-miss dishes: Churrasco is best in the chacarero style and lomito is a tasty pork sandwich

To avoid

Bristol (1 paw, $60 for dinner without wine)

Quick take: Overrated, overpriced, poor service and fraudulent staff

Zanzibar (1.5 paws, $30 for dinner without wine)

Quick take: A very weak attempt at pan-“exotic” food in a very unexotic city

