Glen’s favorite restaurants in Chicago, IL
Blackbird (4.5 paws, $60 for dinner without wine)

Neighborhood: West Loop

Quick take: Probably the best restaurant in the city that you can get out of for less than $100

Not-to-miss dishes: The suckling pig appetizer is to die for

Spring (4.5 paws, $70 for dinner without wine)

Neighborhood: Bucktown

Quick take: Easily the best seafood in Chicago

Not-to-miss dishes: Stick to seafood, particularly the more eclectic nouvelle cuisine
Avec (4 paws, $35 for dinner without wine)

Neighborhood: West Loop

Quick take: A cheaper kid sister of Blackbird that’s my favorite thing about Chicago cuisine

Not-to-miss dishes: Their medjool dates stuffed with chorizo are out of this world

Mirai Sushi (4 paws, $45 for dinner without wine)

Neighborhood: Wicker Park

Quick take: Uber-hip Mirai easily serves the most creative and delicious sushi in Chicago
Not-to-miss dishes: Go for the creative rolls (especially Tuna Tuna Salmon) and cooked dishes
The Violet Hour (4 paws, $11 for a cocktail)

Neighborhood: Wicker Park

Quick take: This too-cool-by-half made over speak easy is the epitome of Wicker Park

Not-to-miss dishes: The best cocktails I’ve ever had

Frontera Grill (4 paws, $30 for brunch without drinks)

Neighborhood: River North

Quick take: This world famous Mexican eatery, best at brunch, has a menu of variable quality 

Not-to-miss dishes: Mexican hot chocolate and anything with poached eggs
Lou Malnati’s (4 paws, $10 for dinner without drinks)

Neighborhood: River North, Southwest Side, Wicker Park, Lincoln Park and more

Quick take: Chicago’s best Chicago-style pizza

Not-to-miss dishes: Go for veggies, the “butter crust” add-on and the cookie for dessert

Lem’s BBQ (3.5 paws, $10 for dinner without drinks)

Neighborhood: Far South Side

Quick take: There’s a foot of bullet proof glass between you and the chefs, but it’s Chicago’s best

Not-to-miss dishes: Rib tibs with spicy sauce

Lao Sze Chuan Spicy City (3.5 paws, $20 for dinner without drinks)

Neighborhood: Chinatown

Quick take: Get ready to empty your sinuses

Not-to-miss dishes: Szechuan rabbit, chili fish filet, three chili chicken

Salpicón (3.5 paws, $35 for dinner without wine)

Neighborhood: Old town

Quick take: The second best Mexican in Chicago is worth a visit

Not-to-miss dishes: Great guacamole
Original Pancake House (3.5 paws, $15 for breakfast/brunch without drinks)

Neighborhood: Hyde Park, Lincoln Park, Gold Coast, Far Southwest Side and more

Quick take: A real experience with an incredible variety of pancakes

Not-to-miss dishes: Apple pancakes and fresh squeezed orange juice at bargain prices

Feast (3 paws, $15 for brunch without drinks)

Neighborhood: Wicker Park

Quick take: In a city with surprisingly few options, this is the best brunch around

Not-to-miss dishes: Crab Cake Benedict

