Alisha and Glen’s favorite restaurant in Boston, Cambridge and the surrounding area

Clear Flour Bread (4.5 paws,  $3 for a loaf or croissant)

Location: Brookline

Quick take: The best bread and pastries in Boston, some of the best in the states

Not-to-miss dishes: Monkey bread, morning buns, French bread, focaccia, croissants

Butcher Shop (4.5 paws, $45 for dinner without wine)

Location: South end

Quick take: The hippest and best steakhouse, but remember no reservations

Not-to-miss dishes: Steak tartare, hummus and steak…also a great butcher shop

B and G Oysters (4.5 paws, $50 for dinner without wine)

Location: South end

Quick take: Our favorite seafood in town

Not-to-miss dishes: Clam chowder, fried oysters, lobster roll, fried clams

Christina’s (4.5 paws, $3 for a small cone)

Location: Inman Square

Quick take: Perhaps the best diversely flavored, classically American ice cream around

Not-to-miss dishes: Coconut almond chip, fresh mint, khulfi, coffee oreo

Oleana (4.5 paws, $55 for dinner without wine)

Location: Central Square

Quick take: Cambridge’s best restaurant is an inventive Mediterranean-cum-Middle Eastern

Not-to-miss dishes: Fideos and chickpeas, duck in vermicelli, baked Alaska

Oishii (4.5 paws, $55 for dinner without sake)

Location: Chetnut Hill, Sudbury, South End (much more expensive!)

Quick take: Some of the best sushi in town, worth the trip to the non-South End locations

Not-to-miss dishes: Omakase, if you are willing to pay a bit extra

Formaggio Kitchen (4 paws)

Location: Huron village

Quick take: A delightful gourmet grocer

Not-to-miss dishes: Late spring to early autumn they host a great BBQ on Saturdays

Emma’s (4 paws, $15 for a large pizza)

Location: Kendall Square

Quick take: Best pizza in Cambridge

Not-to-miss dishes: Spicy rosemary sauce adds an extra bite

Cherly Ann’s (4 paws, $5 for a loaf)

Location: Brookline

Quick take: The best challah we’ve had

Marco (4 paws, $45 per person for family-style dinner without wine)

Location: North end

Quick take: Best up-market Italian in Boston

Not-to-miss dishes: Calamari, orechiette

Giacomo’s (4 paws, $30 for dinner without wine )

Location: North end

Quick take: Arrive at this North End classic Italian early and on a weeknight to avoid lines

Not-to-miss dishes: Seafood over pasta, especially Zuppa di Pesce

Mr. and Mrs. Bartley’s (4 paws, $15 for lunch with a frappe)

Location: Harvard Square

Quick take: Boston’s best burgers are a cardiac arrest-inducing Harvard Square landmark

Not-to-miss dishes: Frappes (milkshakes), burgers and sweet potato fries

Petsi Pies (4 paws, $25 for a large pie)

Location: Somerville and Cambridge

Quick take: Best pies in Boston

Not-to-miss dishes: Apple (both styles), pecan and key lime

Super Fusion (4 paws, $30 for dinner without drinks)

Location: Brookline

Quick take: This creative mostly-take out BYO is the best sushi value-for-money

Not-to-miss dishes: Creative rolls and appetizers

Mucqueca (4 paws, $30 for dinner without drinks)

Location: Inman Square

Quick take: One of the best Salvadoran (Northeast Brazilian) restaurants in the Northeast

Not-to-miss dishes: Mariscada, fried yucca, shrimp bobo, açai bowl

Toscanini’s (4 paws, $4 for a small ice cream, $10 for breakfast)

Location: Central Square

Quick take: This solid European-style ice cream shop does excellent weekend breakfast

Not-to-miss dishes: Nocciola and burnt sugar ice creams, egg breakfasts

Oggi’s (3.5 paws, $2.50 a slice)

Location: Harvard Square

Quick take: Our favorite pizza in Harvard Square

Not-to-miss dishes: Daily specials tend to be good

The Upper Crust (3.5 paws, $3.50 a slice)

Location: Harvard Square, and all around the Boston area

Quick take: Excellent and large, if over priced, pizza take-out

The Biscuit (3.5 paws, $2.50 for a muffin)

Location: Sommerville meets Cambridge: Beacon, Hampshire, Washington and Kirkland

Quick take: Best morning objects near Harvard Square

Not-to-miss dishes: Muffins, sticky buns, orange juice, scones

Olé (3.5 paws, $35 for dinner without drinks)

Location: Inman Square

Quick take: Best Mexican in Boston

Not-to-miss dishes: Mole, guacamole, enchiladas

Machu Picchu (3.5 paws, $30 for dinner without drinks)

Location: Union Square

Quick take: Some of the best authentic Peruvian I’ve had in the States (not saying much)

Not-to-miss dishes: Yucca frita, ceviche, pisco sours, bistek encebollada, tacu tacu especial

Kebab Factory (3.5 paws, $10 for lunch buffet)

Location: Sommerville meets Cambridge

Quick take: All around, our favorite Boston Indian

Not-to-miss dishes: Lunch buffet is a winner and for dinner the Chicken Dhaniwal Korma

Saray (3.5 paws, $25 for dinner without drinks)

Location: Allston/Brookline/Boston University

Quick take: Best reasonably-priced middle eastern

Mary Chung’s (3.5 paws, $15 for dinner without drinks)

Location: Central Square

Quick take: Best Chinese in Cambrige

Punjabi Dhaba (3.5 paws, $10 for dinner)

Location: Inman Square

Quick take: Boston’s best Indian take-out has huge lines and a modest appearance

Dalí (3.5 paws, $35 for dinner without wine)

Location: Sommerville meets Cambridge

Quick take: A nice neighborhood tapas bar with over-the-top decor

Not-to-miss dishes: Conejo escabechado (rabbit), chipirones rellenos (stuff calamari)

The Similans/Brown Sugar Café (3.5 paws,  $25 for dinner without drinks)

Location: East Cambridge (Similans) and Boston University (Brown Sugar Café)

Quick take: Some of Boston’s best Thai

Rendezvous (3.5 paws, $40 for dinner without wine)

Location: Central square

Quick take: A solid, if slightly over-priced Mediterranean

Hei la Moon (3.5 paws, $10 for a large dim sum)

Location: Chinatown

Quick take: Best Boston dim sum

Blue Room (3.5 paws, $23 for brunch without drinks)

Location: Kendall Square

Quick take: A very diverse, if only medium quality, brunch extravaganza (good dinners)

Boston Tea Stop (3.5 paws, $4.50 for a 3-pack mochi)

Location: Harvard Square

Quick take: Boston’s best bubble tea joint serves great mochi

Not-to-miss dishes: Lychee, chocolate coconut, chocolate mint mochi

Atasca (3.5 paws, $30 for dinner without drinks)

Location: Kendall Square

Quick take: Boston’s best Portuguese

Not-to-miss dishes: Bacalhau a Lagareiro com Batatas a Morro, Portuguese red wine

Casablanca (3.5 paws, $20 for lunch without drinks)

Location: Harvard Square

Quick take: Dinner is a rip-off at this standard Harvard Square sit-down Mediterranean

Not-to-miss dishes: Sari’s lamb

Koreana (3.5 paws, $20 for dinner without drinks)

Location:  Central Square

Quick take: A solid, convenient Korean, with decent sushi

Not-to-miss dishes: Bibimbop, Korean BBQ

Martsa on Elm (3.5 paws, $25 for dinner without drinks)

Location: Davis Square

Quick take: A tasty Tibetan

Tamarind Bay (3 paws,  $10 for lunch buffet, $30 for dinner without drinks)

Location: Harvard Square (and Brookline)

Quick take: Harvard Square’s best Indian is overpriced, but better, at dinner

Not-to-miss dishes: Konkani lobster

Boca Grande Tacos (3 paws, $7 for lunch without drinks)

Location:  Between Harvard and Porter Squares and Brookline

Quick take: Best cheap Mexican near Harvard Square

Not-to-miss dishes: Tacos (try interesting options), tamales

Trattoria Pucllana (3 paws, $35 for dinner without drinks)

Location: Huron Village

Quick take: Cambridge’s best Italian is over-priced

Chez Henri (3 paws, $40 for dinner without drinks)

Location: Between Harvard and Porter Squares

Quick take: The bar is better than the restaurant, at this French-Cuban sitdown

Not-to-miss dishes: Scallops, cassoulet, lobster, cubano sandwich, mojitos

Addis Red Sea (3 paws, $25 for dinner without drinks)

Location: Between Harvard and Porter Squares and on Newbury Street

Quick take: A solid Ethiopian

Café Sushi (2.5 paws, $30 for dinner without drinks)

Location: Near the NBER, just outside Harvard Square

Quick take: Harvard Square’s only decent sushi is over-priced, but just gets the job done

