Sowell, Thomas.  On classical economics.  Yale, 2006.  304p index  afp ISBN 0300113161, $35.00  Sowell, a well-known and widely respected chronicler of economic thought, presents a solid collection of essays on some of the intellectual advances of, and controversies surrounding, classical economists.  The first four essays, on the social philosophy and methodological approaches to macroeconomics and microeconomics by classical economists, plus a lovely, detailed examination of Simonde de Sismondi, have all appeared elsewhere in print.  The remaining three chapters--"The Enigma of John Stuart Mill," "The Mysteries of Marxian Economics," and the author's personal reflections on the history of economics--are new.  The last third of the book is devoted completely to references.  While not a volume for the beach, philosophers, historians, economists, and other social scientists can curl up before a good fire and have an implicit conversation with a first-rate mind and writer as he takes his readers through Say's law and laissez-faire assumptions, monetary theory and fiscal policy, population, the theory of value, growth models and crises, and the methodological and scientific contributions of these early scholars.  Other recent books by Sowell include Basic Economics (CH, Oct'04, 42-1063), Applied Economics (Sep'04, 42-0429), and Affirmative Action around the World, (CH, Nov'04, 42-1644).  Summing Up: Highly recommended.  General readers; graduate through faculty audiences. -- A. R. Sanderson, University of Chicago

