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Bowen (president, Andrew W. Mellon Foundation; former president, Princeton Univ.) has published a prodigious amount of scholarship on American higher education, including The Shape of the River: Long-Term Consequences of Considering Race in College and University Admissions coauthored with Derek Bok (CH, May'99, 36-5213).  Now, with two Mellon colleagues, Bowen has reworked 2004 lectures at the University of Virginia into a first-rate examination of yet one more timely, complementary challenge for elite colleges and universities today--the decreasing representation of low-income students on their campuses.  With 150 pages devoted to tables, figures, endnotes, and references, the authors tackle in both historical perspective and contemporary context the twin pursuits of excellence and fairness in the US system of higher education.  After a review of the record and public policy overlays from earliest times through WW II, the authors move to their principal focus: the presence of educationally and financially disadvantaged students at the most selective institutions; public policy actions with regard to affirmative action and financial aid; and institutional policies with respect to admissions.  This book's research and messages cannot be ignored by any parties, including academic administrators and public policy decision makers, concerned about higher education in the US and abroad. (Choice, October 2005)

