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This course will provide an introduction modern European Jewish history from the eighteenth century to the present.  Topics will include: hassidism and its opponents; the Jewish Enlightenment; arguments for and against emancipation; transformations in religious practice in the 19th century; social and geographic mobility; assimilation and acculturation; Jewish cultural productions in literature, theater and the visual arts; 19th century Antisemitism; Zionism; the Shoah; post-war Jewish life including after-effects of the Algerian war in France and the rebuilding of a Jewish community in Germany.  The class will meet twice or three times a week and follow a mixed lecture/discussion format.  Texts will be largely primary sources including political treatises, memoires, fiction, poetry, music, and film.  This course is part of the “Languages across the Curriculum” program. Students with even a beginning knowledge of French, German, Russian, or Yiddish will be encouraged to do read short texts in those languages. (Knowledge of a foreign language is not, however, a pre-requisite for the course.)

Readings: 

Books available for purchase at the Seminary Co-op Bookstore:
Paul Mendes-Flohr and Jehuda Reinharz, eds., The Jew in the Modern World: A Documentary History, 2nd ed. (Oxford: Oxford U. Press, 1995) 

Joachim Neugroschel, ed. The Dybbuk and the Yiddish Imagination: A Haunted Reader (Syracuse: Syracuse University Press, 2000)
Lucy S. Dawidowicz, The Golden Tradition:Jewish Life and Thought in Eastern Europe (Syracuse: Syracuse University Press, 1996)

Primo Levi, Survival in Auschwitz (New York: Touchstone Books, 1995)
Assignments:

Class Participation:

Discussion is essential to the success of this course You MUST come to class having done the assignment and be prepared to discuss it. Your final grade will reflect that preparation.  If you find speaking in class difficult, come to office hours to talk about it and we will figure out a strategy.
Written Work: 

1) There will be a mid-term take-home based on readings and discussion. You will be given a choice of three questions and asked to write 5 pages on one of them. Questions will be handed out in class on Wednesday February 4 and they will be due in class on Wednesday, February 11.
2) There will be a final paper (of 10-15 pages) on one of a wide range of topics which you will be given.  Topics for the final papers (and tentative bibliography) should be posted to the website on Friday February 20. Papers will be due Tuesday March 16, by 10:00am.

Grading:
Your final grade will be a composite of your participation (quality and quantity), and your two written assignments. Grades will be lowered for lateness on papers except when the lateness is a result of illness.

Special note on readings:

We have waited to assign specific readings until knowing your linguistic capacities.  We will be assigning approximately 30 pages per class of primary source readings (in English), with foreign language materials added as appropriate.

Monday, January 5.  Introduction to the course and Jewish Life in Western Europe 


to 1791

Wednesday, January 7. Moves toward Tolerance
Mendes-Flohr and Reinharz, pp. 17-20; 22-27; 28-49. 

Friday, January 9. Jewish Life in Eastern Europe in the 18th century 
Dawidowicz, pp. 93-132; 145-153 and handout from Solomon Maimon’s 


Autobiography
Monday January 12. The Haskalah (Jewish Enlightenment) 

Mendes-Flohr and Reinharz, Section III.

Wednesday, January 14:  Emancipation
Mendes-Flohr and Reinharz, Section V, docs. 1-10
Mendes-Flohr and Reinharz, Section II, docs. 7, 11, 12, 15, 16
Dawidowiz   225-242, 263-269

Friday, January 16: “Science of Judaism,” 1.  

Mendes-Flohr and Reinharz, Section V, docs 1-5
Monday, January 19: “Science of Judaism,” 2.


Mendes-Flohr and Reinharz, Section V, docs 6-10

Review, Dawidowicz, pp. 232-242

Wednesday, January 21: Change in Religious Practice


Mendes-Flohr and Reinharz, Section VIII. 10-12

Mendes-Flohr and Reinharz, Section IV 1-15

Review Dawidowicz, 93-110.

Example: Changes in musical form
Friday, January 23: Emancipation, Acculturation, Assimilation, 


Conversion?
 Mendes-Flohr and Reinharz, pp. 254-259; 282-286: 400-406; 424-425
Monday January 26:  Antisemitism in Central and Eastern Europe


Mendes-Flohr and Reinharz, VIII, docs 23, 24, 25


Mendes-Flohr and Reinharz, VII, docs 11, 12, 14, 15, 20, 21, 22
Wednesday, January 28: Antisemitism in France: From Damascus to The Dreyfus 

Affair

Mendes-Flohr and Reinharz, VII, docs. 8, 9, 16, 18, 23

Emile Zola, Lettre à la jeunesse

Visual material from the Rosenberger collection
Friday, January 30:  Judaism and Nationalism: Zionism (and its critics), 1
 Mendes-Flohr and Reinharz, X, docs, 1-6 and 9-12
Monday February 2: Judaism and Nationalism: Zionism (and its critics), 2
   Mendes-Flohr and Reinharz, X, docs 17-28.
Wednesday, February 4: Judaism and Internationalism: Jews and the Left

Dawidowicz 405-435
Mendes-Flohr and Reinharz, VI, docs, 7-12; 16; 21.

Mendes-Flohr and Reinharz, VIII, docs 31 and 34  
MID-TERM QUESTIONS HANDED OUT AND POSTED ON THE WEBSITE
Friday, February 6:  Politics in the Interwar Period in Eastern Europe
Moishe Kulbak’s Zelmanyaner in Irving Howe (ed.), Ashes out of Hope
Davidowicz, pp. 448-457; Mendes-Flohr, pp. 428-446
Monday, February 9: NO CLASS-MID-TERM BREAK

Wednesday, February 11: Modernism: The Ecole de Paris-French Artists? Jewish 


Artists?
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 11.  MID-TERMS DUE

Friday, February 13: The German-Jewish Renaissance of the 1920s
Monday, February 16. Modernism: Yiddishkeit in the 1920s 
Shin An’sky, The Dybbuk 


Text and film
Wednesday, February 18. The Shoah 
Mendes-Flohr and Reinharz, XI, 1-23


Music: Selections from Ghetto Tango: Wartime Yiddish Theater, Adrienne 



Cooper and Zalman Mlotek. Traditional Crossroads 4297

Friday, February 20. NO CLASS – GO TO THE SPERTUS MUSEUM ON SUNDAY INSTEAD.
ANNOTATED CHOICE OF TOPICS FOR FINAL PAPERS DUE

Monday, February 23.  Vichy France

Wednesday, February 25. Responding to the Shoah, 1
Primo Levi, Survival in Auschwitz

Friday, February 27. Responding to the Shoah, 2

Lanzmann, Shoah,  selections 
Monday, March 1. Jewry in Eastern Europe after the War
Wednesday, March 3. Post-Shoah: Germans and Jews 1945-1989
Atina Grossmann, “Home and Displacement in a City of Bordercrossers: Jews 

in Berlin 1945-1948,” in Leslie Morris and Jack Zipes, Unlikely History: The 

Changing German-Jewish Symbiosis, 1945-2000 (New York: Palgrave, 2002), 

pp 63-99

Ralph Giordano, “Auschwitz--and Life! Why I have Remained in Germany,” in Susan Stern, ed, Jewish Voices from United Germany (Chicago: edition q, 1995), 
pp. 39-50

Heimat, selections

Friday, March 5. Post-Shoah: Germans and Jews in a Unified Germany

Marion Kaplan, “What is ‘Religion’ among Jews in Contemporary 

Germany?” in Sander L. Gilman and Karen Remmler, eds. Reemerging Jewish 

Culture in Germany: Life and Literature since 1989  (New York: NYU Press, 

1994-9, pp. 77-112.

Noah Isenberg, “Reading ‘Between the Lines’ Daniel Liebeskind’s Berlin Jewish Museum and the Shattered Symbiosis,” in Leslie Morris and Jack Zipes, Unlikely History: The Changing German-Jewish Symbiosis, 1945-2000 (New York: Palgrave, 2002), pp. 155-179.

Monday, March 8. The French Jewish Community after 1945
Marcel Ophuls, The Sorrow and the Pity (1962), excerpts

Catherine Lloyd, ch. 3, “The Legacy of the Dreyfus Affair,” in her Discourses of Antiracism in France (Aldershot: Ashgate, 1998), pp. 65-89

Mendes-Flohr and Reinharz , pp. 289-295.

Wednesday, March 10.  The future of European Jewry: Russian Germans and 


Maghrebian French
FINAL PAPERS DUE TUESDAY MARCH 16 AT 10:00
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