Jewish Life in France and Germany
History 227/327
Autumn Quarter, 2001

Tuesday and Thursday, 1:30-2:50
Prof. Leora Auslander

Social Sciences 222; 2-7940

Email: lausland@midway.uchicago.edu
Office Hours (please sign up outside of SS222): Tuesdays and Thursdays, 3:00-4:30
 and every other Wednesday from 4:30-5:30

This course will provide an introduction to the experience of French and Germany Jewry from emancipation to the present.  A central focus will be on the concepts of “acculturation” and “assimilation” in two contrasting (but interacting) national contexts.   Topics will include: arguments for and against emancipation; transformations in religious practice in the 19th century; patterns of social and geographic mobility; Zionism; the Holocaust; post-war Jewish life including after-effects of the Algerian war in France and the rebuilding of a Jewish community in Germany.

Readings: 
Books available for purchase at the Seminary Co-op Bookstore:
--Paul Mendes-Flohr and Jehuda Reinharz, eds., The Jew in the Modern World: A Documentary History, 2nd ed. (Oxford: Oxford U. Press, 1995) 

DS102.J430 1995

--Paula E. Hyman, The Jews of Modern France (Berkeley: Univ. of California Press, 1998)

DS135.F8 H96 1998

--Primo Levi, Survival in Auschwitz : the Nazi assault on humanity; translated from the Italian by Stuart Woolf ; including "A conversation with Primo Levi by Philip Roth". New York : Collier Books ; Toronto : Maxwell Macmillan Canada, 1993. 
D805.P7L4413 1993 HARPER

--Hannah Arendt, Rahel Varnhagen: The Life of a Jewish Woman (New York, Harcourt Brace Jovanovich 1974)
PT2546.V22Z8A74 1974
--Art Spiegelman, Maus I : a survivor's tale : my father bleeds history  New York : Pantheon Books, 1986. 0394747232 :

D810.J4S6430 1986
(I urge you to buy at least the Mendes-Flohr and Reinharz reader and the Hyman text – we will be using them extensively and referring to the Mendes-Flohr and Reinharz in class.)

These books and the additional articles/chapters are also available on reserve at Regenstein Library
Assignments:

Class Participation: 
This course is run as a mixture of lecture and discussion. You MUST come to class having read the assigned reading and prepared to discuss it. Your final grade will reflect that preparation.  If you find speaking in class difficult, come to my office hours to talk about it and we will figure out a strategy.
Written Work: 

1) There will be a mid-term take-home based on readings and discussion. You will be given a choice of three questions and asked to write 5 pages on one of them. Questions will be handed out in class on Thursday, October 25 and they will be due in the History Department office on Monday, November 5 by 10:00am.
2) There will be a final paper (of 10 pages) in which you explore one of the themes of the second half of the course in greater depth.  The basis of the paper will be the general readings for class, but you will be asked to supplement them with a few additional sources.  Topics for the final papers (and tentative bibliography) will be due in class on Thursday, November 15.

Papers will be due Friday, December 7, by 12:00pm.

Grading:
Your final grade will be a composite of your participation (quality and quantity), and your two written assignments. Grades will be lowered for lateness on papers except when the lateness is a result of illness.
Tuesday, September 25. Introduction

Thursday, September 27. Yom Kippur -- no class

Tuesday, October 2 . Legal Status and Conceptualization of Jews in the late 18th 

and early 19th centuries, 1

--Mendes-Flohr and Reinharz, documents from section I: 4, 6, 8-13 

--Hyman, chs 1, 2, and 3

-- Reinhard Rürup, "The Torturous and Thorny Path to Legal Equality: 'Jew 

Laws' and Emancipatory Legislation in Germany from the late Eighteenth 

Century," Leo Baeck Institute Yearbook 31 (1986), pp. 3-33. 
Thursday, October 4. Legal Status and Conceptualization of Jews in the late 18th 

and early 19th centuries, 2

--Mendes-Flohr and Reinharz, documents from section II: 4-23

--Hannah Arendt, Rahel Varnhagen: The Life of a Jewish Woman
Tuesday, October 9. Political Emancipation
--Mendes-Flohr and Reinharz, documents from section III: 1-6, 10-21, 23, 25-26
--Werner E. Mosse, "From 'Schutzjuden' to 'Deutsch Staatsbürger Jüdischen 
Glaubens' The Long and Bumpy Road of Jewish Emancipation in Germany,” and Pierre Birnbaum, "Between Social and Political Assimilation: Remarks on the History of Jews in France,"in Pierre Birnbaum and Ira Katznelson, eds. Paths of Emancipation: Jews, States, and Citizenship (Princeton: Princeton Univ. Press, 1995)

DS147.P380 1995

Thursday, October 11. Social mobility, rural-urban migration, and acculturation

--Hyman, ch. 4

--Marion Kaplan, “Tradition and Transition—The Acculturation, Assimilation 

and Integration of Jews in Imperial Germany—A Gender Analysis,” Leo 
Baeck Institute Year book vol 27 (1982), pp. 3-35.

Tuesday, October 16. Changes in Religious Practice and the Making of Jewish 


Studies 

--Mendes-Flohr and Reinharz, documents in sections IV and V
Thursday, October 18.  Jewish Cultural Productions

--Peter Paret, “Modernism and the ‘Alien Element’ in German Art,” in  Emily 

D.. Bilski, ed. Berlin Metropolis: Jews and the New Culture, 1890-1918 

(Berkeley: Univ. of California Press, 1999), 32-57
N6885.B43 1999

--Kenneth E. Silver, “Jewish Artists in Paris, 1905-1945,” in Kenneth Silver 

and Romy Golan, eds. The Circle of Montparnasse: Jewish Artists in Paris, 

1905-1945. Exhibition of the Jewish Museum, (NY: The Jewish Museum and 

Universe Books, 1985), 13-59.
N6850.S550 1985

Tuesday, October 23. Migrations: Responses to the “Ost-Juden”   


--Hyman, ch. 7

--Nancy Green, The Pletzl of Paris Jewish immigrant workers in the "belle epoque" New York : Holmes & Meier, 1986.

DS135.F85P2470 1986


--Steven E. Aschheim, Brothers and Strangers (Madison: Univ. of Wisconsin 


Press, 1982), chs. 1 and 2.


DS135.G33A760 1982

Thursday, October 25.   Late 19th century Political and Racial Anti-semitism

--Mendes-Flohr and Reinharz, documents VII

--Hyman, ch. 6

--Pierre Vidal-Naquet, “Dreyfus in the Affair and in History,”  The Jews : 
history, memory, and the present (New York : Columbia University Press, 
1996) 
DS102.5.V35130 1996
MID-TERM QUESTIONS HANDED OUT
Tuesday, October 30 Jewish Identity/ies before 1933 


--Mendes-Flohr and Reinharz, documents VI: 1-10; 12, 13, 15, 16.


--Hyman, ch. 5
--Paul Mendes-Flohr, “The Bifurcated soul of the German Jew,” ch 1. in his
 German Jews: A Dual Identity (New Haven: Yale Univ. Press, 1999).

DS135.G33 M48 1999

Thursday, November 1.  Zionism


--Berkowitz, Michael. “Art in Zionist Popular Culture and Jewish National 

Self-Consciousness, 1897-1914.”Studies in Contemporary Jewry 6, pp. 17-42.

DS135.G332J490 1996


--Mendes-Flohr and Reinharz, documents in section X
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 2.  MID-TERMS DUE
Tuesday, November 6
. The Third Reich


Mendes-Flohr and Reinharz, XI, 1-23
Thursday, November 8: A Survivor’s Account


Primo Levi, Survival in Auschwitz
Tuesday, November 13:  Vichy
--Hyman, ch. 9

--Pierre Vidal-Naquet. “The Shoah's Challenge to History” ch 10 in his The 
Jews : history, memory, and the present New York : Columbia University 
Press, 1996)

 
DS102.5.V35130 1996
--Michael M. Laskier,. Under Vichy and the Nazi-German Menace: The Jews of North Africa during the 1930s and 1940s. ch 2. in his his  North African Jewry in the twentieth century : the Jews of Morocco, Tunisia, and Algeria. New York : New York University Press, c1994.

DS135.A25L360 1994
Thursday, November 15: Representation after Auschwitz
--Film “The Sorrow and the Pity”

--Art Spiegelman, Maus
TOPICS FOR FINAL PAPERS DUE
Tuesday, November 20. Post-Shoah, Post-Unification: Germans and Jews 

after 1945

--Y. Michal Bodemann, "How can one stand to live there as a Jew . . .": Paradoxes of Jewish Existence in Germany  in  Jews, Germans, memory : reconstructions of Jewish life in Germany  Y. Michal Bodemann, editor. Ann Arbor : University of Michigan Press, 1996.

DS135.G332J490 1996

--Dan Diner, “Germany, the Jews, and Europe: History and Memory and the Recent Upheaval,” Germany  in  Jews, Germans, memory : reconstructions of Jewish life in Germany  Y. Michal Bodemann, editor. Ann Arbor : University of Michigan Press, 1996.

DS135.G332J490 1996
Thursday, November 22 Thanksgiving—no class
Tuesday, November 27. Post-Vichy/Shoah, Post-Algerian War: French Jews after 


1945

 --Hyman, ch. 10. 


--Michael M. Laskier,. “Algeria's Political and Social Struggle: Algerian 

Jewry's Dilemmas” ch. 10 in his  North African Jewry in the twentieth century 
: the Jews of Morocco, Tunisia, and Algeria. New York : New York 

University Press, c1994.

DS135.A25L360 1994
FINAL PAPERS DUE FRIDAY, DECEMBER 7 AT 12:00
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