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This course is both an introduction to European Jewish history from the 18th century to the present and a case study in the history of diasporic, minority cultures. Key topics such as hassidism; the Jewish Enlightenment; emancipation; 19th century reform of religious practice; assimilation; Jewish cultural productions in literature, music, film and the visual arts; Zionism; and post-war Jewish life will be analysed as sites of interaction between the polities and cultures within which Jews lived and Jewish practices. 
It should be noted that culture is understood here in the both anthropological and aesthetic sense; we will be examining both marriage patterns and painting styles, career choices and synagogue architecture, conversion rates and musical composition.  We will grapple with the fundamental questions of individual and collective identity formation and the problem of the labelling of cultural forms.  What, for example, is Jewish art? Art produced by Jews? Art that treats a Jewish theme? Art that expresses a “Jewish sensibility”?  And, what meanings may be attributed to acts such as conversion? To collective “choices” such as endogamy?
The course will meld lecture and discussion. Extensive use will be made of the Regenstein’s Rosenberger collection as well as fiction, music, and visual and material culture. This course is part of the “Languages across the Curriculum” program. Students with even a beginning knowledge of French, German, Russian, or Yiddish will be encouraged to read short texts, or view films, in those languages. (Knowledge of a foreign language is not, however, a pre-requisite for the course.)

In addition to teaching an empirical subject (European Jewish History) and a conceptual problem (minority, diasporic culture) this course seeks to provide students an opportunity to improve both your interpretative and research techniques and your expressive skills.  Students will be asked to interpret texts, visual materials and music, to write a short paper on a single source, and a longer research-based paper.  You will also be required to present these papers to the class and will receive feedback on the quality of your oral as well as written presentations. 

Readings: 
Books available for purchase at the Seminary Co-op Bookstore and on reserve in Regenstein Library.  Additional readings are also on reserve at Regenstein.

Please note that the visual materials and musical excerpts are available on the course’s chalk site. The site is listed only under History 22701.
Martin Gilbert, The Routledge Atlas of Jewish History, Sixth edition (London: Routledge, 2003)

Joachim Neugroschel, ed. The Dybbuk and the Yiddish Imagination: A Haunted Reader (Syracuse: Syracuse University Press, 2000). 
Primo Levi, Survival in Auschwitz (New York: Touchstone Books, 1995)
Howard M. Sachar, The course of Modern Jewish History (New York: Vintage, 1990)

Arthur Hertzberg, The Zionist Idea: A Historical Analysis and Reader (Philadelphia: The Jewish Publication Society, 1959; 1997)

Paul Mendes-Flohr and Jehuda Reinharz, eds., The Jew in the Modern World: A Documentary History, 2nd ed. (Oxford: Oxford U. Press, 1995) 

Lucy S. Dawidowicz, The Golden Tradition:Jewish Life and Thought in Eastern Europe (Syracuse: Syracuse University Press, 1996)

Paula E. Hyman, The Jews of Modern France (Berkeley: Univ. of California Press, 1998)
Assignments 
1) In consultation with the instructor, each student will select a text from the Rosenberger collection in Regenstein library for presentation to the class during weeks three through five of the quarter. Meetings to determine choices of texts will be scheduled for Wednesday afternoon and Friday morning during the first week of term. Students with some knowledge of a foreign language will be encouraged to use it for these presentations.  Presentations are to be five minutes long and will provide the basis for a written report of five pages. No research beyond reading the additional text is required for these presentations and papers. Papers for Tuesday presentations will be due by the following Saturday at 5pm and papers for Thursday presentations will be due the following Monday at 5pm. 
2)  In consultation with the instructor, each student will select one topic or sub-topics from weeks six to ten for further investigation.  Meetings to determine topics will be scheduled for the third week of term.  Students with some knowledge of a foreign language will again be encouraged to use it in these projects.  That research will provide the basis both for a written report of approximately ten pages and a 10 minute presentation in class. Papers for Tuesday presentations will be due by the following Saturday at 5pm and papers for Thursday presentations will be due the following Monday at 5pm. 

Guidelines for successful papers and presentations, as well as suggestions for further investigation of each session’s topics, will be posted on the course’s chalk site by the end of the first week of term.  All students will be asked to provide an evaluation of their colleagues’ presentations (via Chalk).  You will also, of course, receive comments from the instructor.
3) In addition to the two presentations, it is expected that you participate actively in every class session.  In order to do so, you must, first of all, be there (attendance will be recorded) and have studied the materials for the day’s class.   Please note that there is music and/or visual material posted to the course’s chalk site for almost all sessions (along with additional information about the material and suggestions about things to listen/look for).  These materials are as essential to the course as the written texts and it is assumed that you will be prepared to speak about them in class.  It is not, however, assumed that you have any musical or visual expertise. 
Grading:

Your final grade will be a composite of your participation (quality and quantity), your two presentations and two written assignments. Grades will be lowered for lateness on papers except when the lateness is a result of illness.

Written Report 1:  25%
Oral presentation 1: 10%
Written Report 2: 35%
Oral Presentation 2: 15%
Class attendance and participation: 15%
These requirements are the same for undergraduate and graduate students; the two groups will, however, be graded separately.
Tuesday, Sept. 28: Defining the terms: Minority culture, diasporic culture, exile

Visual materials:

Maps of Jewish populations and movements


Synagogues

Music: 5 versions of the Kaddish


Itsik Vitbenberg, by Shmerke Kaczerginski
Eli Shema Koli (My God, Hear my Voice) from Life of the Worlds
Thursday, Sept. 30:  Jewish Life in Eastern and Western Europe in the 17th and 


18th centuries

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
The Memoirs of Glückel of Hameln, trans. Marvin Lowenthal (New York: 

Schocken, 1977), Introduction and pp 1-10, 19-26, 32-38, 45-46, 84-


86, 146-184.
Mendes-Flohr and Reinharz, documents from section I: 1, 4, 6, 8-13 


Sachar, ch.1. “The Jew as Non-European,” pp. 3-16 and ch. 2, pp. 17-27, ch. 4 


pp. 73-80.

Music:  Addir hu, 1664, and Kallalied, 18th century both from the German 



lands

Images:   Synagogues, Ritual Objects, Clothing, Domestic Architecture


Maps:  Gilbert pp. 20-22, 27, 29, 31-33, 43-47, 49, 54-57
Tuesday, Oct. 5:  18th century Religious and Intellectual Innovation: Hassidisim 

and the Haskalah (Jewish Enlightenment)
The director of Special Collections, Alice Schreyer, will give us an introduction to the collection. 


Mendes-Flohr and Reinharz, II: 7-23 and VIII: 10-12


Simon Dubnow, „The Beginnings: The Baal Shem Tov (Besht) and the Center 


in Podolia,“ in Gershon Hundert, ed. Essential Papers on Hasidism 



(New York: NYU Press, 1991), pp. 25-57.

Sachar, ch. 2. “The Glimmering of Dawn in the West,” pp. 27-37 and ch. 4 



pp. 64-72 

Music: Hassidic dance, nirgunim, and “traditional” chanting
Thursday, Oct. 7:  Emancipation in the West
Mendes-Flohr and Reinharz, III: 1-6, 10-21, 23, 25-26


Sachar, ch. 3. “Emancipation in the West,” pp. 38-61 and ch. 5 “The Triumph 



of Liberalism”

Maps: Gilbert, p. 58-59

Tuesday, Oct. 12: Innovations in Religious and Intellectual practices in the first 

half of the 19th c.: Reform and the Science of Judaism
Mendes-Flohr and Reinharz, pp. 155-235.
Sachar, ch. 7. “The Impact of Western Culture on Jewish Life,” pp. 148-174; 

ch, 4 pp, 81-93 and ch. 10 “Jewish Humanism in Eastern Europe,” pp. 225-

252.

Music: 3 versions of  Kol Nidre 

Visual Material: 19th century Synagogues and Rabbis’ dress
Thursday, Oct. 14:  Social and Economic Transformation: Acculturation? 


Assimilation?

Marion Kaplan, “Tradition and Transition: The Acculturation, Assimilation and Integration of Jews in Imperial Germany – A Gender Analysis,” Leo Baeck Institute Yearbook 27 (1982): 3-35.
Paula E. Hyman, The Jews of Modern France, ch. 4, “Acculturation and 
Mobility”

Sachar, ch. 6 “Jewish Economic Life and the Frankfurt Tradition,” 


p. 120-147; and ch. 9 “False Dawn in the East”
Maps:  Gilbert, p. 60
Tuesday, Oct. 19: Post-Emancipation French Jewry. From the Alliance Israelite 


to The Dreyfus Affair

Mendes-Flohr and Reinharz, VII: 8-10, 16, 18, 23


Paula E. Hyman, The Jews of Modern France (Berkeley: Univ. of California 


Press, 1998), chs. 5 and 6.
 Sachar, ch. 11, “The Emergence of Anti-Semitism,”  pp. 261-276

 Images: The Dreyfus Affair Commodified: Press, Postcards, board games, 


Caricatures

Film:. L’Affaire Dreyfus Georges Mellès, 15’ France, 1899. 

Maps: Gilbert, p. 61

Thursday, Oct. 21: Emancipation and Anti-Semitism in Late 19th century Central 


and Eastern Europe

Mendes-Flohr and Reinharz, documents VII: 14, 15, 17, 19-22; VIII: 1-9 and 


21-25

Davidowicz, TBA
Sachar, ch. 12 “Beginning of the End for Russian Jewry,”  pp. 277-302

Maps: Gilbert, pp. 

Images:
Tuesday, Oct. 26:  Zionism

Each student (alone or with one or more colleagues, depending on numbers enrolled) will be assigned one of the sections (around 50pp)  of Arthur Hertzberg, The Zionist Idea: to present in class.

Sachar, ch. 13. “The Rise of Zionism,” pp 303-331


Michael Berkowitz, “Art in Zionist Popular Culture and Jewish 

National Self-Consciousness, 1897-1914,” Studies in Contemporary Jewry 6, 

pp. 17-42. 
DS135.G332J490 1996

Images:  Zionist graphic arts


    Bezalel


Maps: Gilbert, pp. 61-63; 76-77; 85-88; 105-107

Thursday, Oct. 28: Jews and the Left

   
Robert S. Wistrich,”Rosa Luxemburg, the Internationalist” and “Bernard 

Lazare, Dreyfusard Prophet,” chs. 4 and 7 in his Revolutionary Jews from 

Marx to Trotsky (London: George Harrap, 1976), pp. 77-92 and 133-152.

Israel Getzler, „A Grandson of the Haskalah,“ ch. 10 in Ezra Mendelsohn, ed.
 Essential Papers on Jews and the Left,  (New York: NYU Press, 1977), pp. 
275-299.

Sachar, ch. 14. The Growth of Jewish Socialism,”  pp.  332-358


Music: 


Selection from, In Love and Struggle: The Musical Legacy of the Jewish

 Labor Bund.


Images: Photos of Jewish Socialists
Tuesday, Nov. 2: Jewish and European Culture in Western and Central Europe 


from the turn of the century to the 1920s: Creolization? Synchretism? 

Universalism?

Peter Paret, “Modernism and the ‘Alien Element’ in German Art,” in Emily 

D.. Bilski, ed. Berlin Metropolis: Jews and the New Culture, 1890-1918 

(Berkeley: Univ. of California Press, 1999), 
Kenneth E. Silver, “Jewish Artists in Paris, 1905-1945,” in Kenneth Silver 

and Romy Golan, eds. The Circle of Montparnasse: Jewish Artists in Paris, 

1905-1945. Exhibition of the Jewish Museum, (NY: The Jewish Museum and 

Universe Books, 1985), 13-59. N6850.S550 1985

Margaret Olin, “Nationalism, the Jews, and Art History,” Judaism 45/4 (Fall 

1996), 461-482.


Images: 
E. M. Lilien, Jugendstil, Erotik, Zionismus
N. Nieszawer, Peintres juifs à Paris 

Synagogue architecture of 1920s and 1930s

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 3, 7:00-9:00:  SCREENING OF THE DYBBUK
Thursday, Nov. 4: The complex relation of Modernism and Tradition in Eastern 


Europe:  Yiddishkeit 
in the 1920s


S. Ansky, The Dybbuk in The Dybbuk and the Yiddish Imagination, trans. 


Joachim Neugroschel.


Sachar, ch. 17. “The Jews of Eastern Europe Between the Wars,” pp. 414-440


Images:

 Selections from, El Lissitszky’s 1919 edition of Had Gadya: The 



Only Kid

Music: Two examples of Klezmer music
Tuesday, Nov.9: The Rationalization of Genocide 
Mendes-Flohr and Reinharz, XI:  4-10, 16-18
Max Horkheimer, "The Jews and Europe," in Bronner, S., and Kellner, D., 
Critical Theory and Society: A Reader (New York: Routledge, 1989).

Primo Levi, Survival in Auschwitz

Sachar, chs. 20 and 21, pp. 504-555.
WEDNESDAY, NOV. 10, 7-9: SCREENIG OF EXCERPTS FROM SHOAH
Thursday, Nov. 11:  The Shoah and the Problems of Representation and 


Explanation

Lanzmann, Shoah,  selections
Florence Jacobowitz, “Shoah as Cinema,” in Shelley Hornstein and Florence 

Jacobowitz, eds. Image and Remembrance: Representation and the Holocaust 

(Bloomington: Indiana Univ. Press, 2003), pp. 7-21.

Music: Anita Lasker-Wallfisch, Testament entire. 
Tuesday, Nov. 16: Jewry in Eastern Europe after the War

Yaacov Ro’i, “Religion, Israel, and the Development of Soviet Jewry’s 

National Consciousness, 1967-91,” in Jewish Life After the USSR ed. Zvi 

Gitelman (Bloomington: Indiana Univ Press, 2003), pp. 13-26.


Musya Glants, “Jewish Artists in Russian Art: Painting and Sculpture in the 


Soviet and Post-Soviet Eras,” in Jewish Life After the USSR ed. Zvi Gitelman 


(Bloomington: Indiana Univ. 
Press, 2003), pp. 224-251.

 Sachar, ch. 23. “Eastern Europe in the Postwar,” pp. 594-631.
Maps:  Gilbert, 112, 120, 122, 126-129, 131

Thursday, Nov. 18:  German Jews 1945-1989: The Dilemma of “Home”

Jean Améry, “How Much Home Does a Person Need?” in his At the Mind’s 

Limits trans. Sidney Rosenfeld and Stella P. Rosenfeld (Bloomington: Indiana

Univ. Press, 1980), pp. 41-62.
Atina Grossmann, “Home and Displacement in a City of Bordercrossers: Jews 

in Berlin 1945-1948,” in Leslie Morris and Jack Zipes, Unlikely History: The 

Changing German-Jewish Symbiosis, 1945-2000 (New York: Palgrave, 2002), 

pp 63-99

Ralph Giordano, “Auschwitz--and Life! Why I have Remained in Germany,” in Susan Stern, ed, Jewish Voices from United Germany (Chicago: edition q, 1995), 
pp. 39-50


Sachar, ch. 24, “A Precarious Revival in Democratic Europe,” pp. 632-663
Maps: Gilbert pp. 109-110

Tuesday, Nov. 23: The French Jewish Community after 1945

Shelley Hornstein, “Invisible Topographies: Looking for the Mémorial de la 
deportation in Paris,” in Shelley Hornstein and Florence Jacobowitz, eds. 
Image and Remembrance: Representation and the Holocaust (Bloomington: 
Indiana Univ. Press, 2003), pp. 305-323.
Nancy Wood, “Remembering the Jews of Algeria,” in her Vectors of Memory: 

Legacies of Trauma in Postwar Europe (Oxford: Berg, 1999), pp. 167-184.
Percy S. Cohen, Jewish Radicals and Radical Jews, (London: Academic Press, 
1980), pp. 14-16 and 47-56.
Alain Finkielkraut, The Imaginary Jew, trans. Kevin O’Neill and David 

Suchoff, (Lincoln: Univ. of Nebraska Press, 1980), ch 1. “The Protagonist 

Introduced,” pp. 3-15.
Thursday, Nov. 25: Thanksgiving.

Tuesday, Nov. 30:  The future of European Jewry

Zvi Gitelman, “Thinking about Being Jewish in Russia and Ukraine,” in 


Jewish Life After the USSR ed. Zvi Gitelman (Bloomington: Indiana Univ. 


Press, 2003), pp. 49-60.

Sascha L. Goluboff, Jewish Russians: Upheavals in a Moscow Synagogue  


(Philadelphia: Univ. of  Pennsylvania Press, 2003), pp. 1-6 and ch. 1.


Marion Kaplan, “What is ‘Religion’ among Jews in Contemporary 

Germany?” in Sander L. Gilman and Karen Remmler, eds. Reemerging Jewish 

Culture in Germany: Life and Literature since 1989  (New York: NYU Press, 

1994), pp. 77-112.

James E. Young, “Daniel Libeskind’s Jewish Museum in Berlin: The Uncanny Arts of Memorial Architecture,” in Visual Culture and the Holocaust ed. Barbie Zelizer (New Brunswick: Rutgers Univ. Press, 2001), pp. 179-197. 
Michel Wieviorka, “The Changing French Jewish Identity,” Contemporary Jewries: Convergence and Divergence eds. Eliezer Ben-Rafel, Yosef Gorny and Yaacov Ro’I (Leiden: Brill, 2003), pp. 255-265

Maps: Gilbert:  123-125, 130, 133-137
Music: Selections from contemporary European Jewish music
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