Whiting, Robert.  The meaning of Ichiro: the new wave from Japan and the transformation of our national pastime.  Warner Books, 2004.  318p bibl  index ISBN 0446531928, $25.95  In You Gotta Have Wa (1989), Whiting introduced readers to the world of Japanese baseball and Japanese notion of group spirit and harmony (wa).  Here he examines the introduction of Japanese players into the US, including their impact on the US "national pastime."  The book takes its title from Ichiro Suzuki, one of the best baseball players in the world, a former Japanese Baseball League star and now a fan favorite with the Seattle Mariners.  The author follows Ichiro from age three, when his father began to groom him to be the best player in the world, to his high school career and ultimate emigration to the US.  Whiting also looks at other Japanese players of the last 50 years who have relocated to the US--Nideo Nomo, Hideki Matsui, et al.  Though familiarity with baseball is prerequisite to enjoying Ichiro to its fullest, this fascinating book can be appreciated without such knowledge.  And the book could not be more timely, given the continued internationalization of US sports and the outstanding contributions non-US players make to baseball and basketball--this during a period when Japan is undergoing players' strikes and coping with a drain of superstars to the US.  (Choice, February 2005)

