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This book is not really about retro or balls or parks.  For all practical purposes Rosensweig (interdisciplinary studies, Univ. of Virginia) limits himself to one facility--Jacobs Field, home to the Cleveland Indians--and one sport, baseball.  He offers little in the way of comparative analysis or commentary with regard to other baseball parks of the last decade or to new professional football stadiums that are not at all retro in appearance, or even to other public projects in Cleveland.  And "retro"--which essentially suggests returning to more halcyon days in design and purpose when a baseball park served baseball clientele instead of being a multiuse building--is in reality incidental to Rosensweig's story, which is more about location than look.  The book is sorely light on analyses, including economic analysis, and even on references to popular culture scholarship, e.g., Steven Riess's City Games (CH, Mar'90, 27-3934); it is long on anecdotes and photographs.  In the end, the reader is left with conflicting information by a conflicted author who cannot come to grips with a convincing, coherent account of the evolution of these structures, their importance (or unimportance) to urban renewal and development, the roles of race and class, and other historical and contemporary issues. 
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