Global crises, global solutions, ed. by Bjørn Lomborg.  Cambridge, 2004.  648p bibl ISBN 0521844460, $75.00; ISBN 0521606144 pbk, $30.00  Lomborg (Univ. of Aarhus, Denmark) is the author of the critically acclaimed but equally controversial The Skeptical Environmentalist (CH, Apr'02, 39-4560).  Under the leadership of Lomborg and others affiliated with the Copenhagen Consensus project, a 2004 conference was convened bringing together a group of international scholars, overwhelmingly economists (and of somewhat similar ideological persuasions) to address, debate, and prioritize--in terms of the likelihood of success through public policy actions using benefit-cost analyses as the principal metric--ten serious challenges facing the world today:  climate change (aka global warming), communicable diseases (including HIV/AIDS), conflicts and arms proliferation, access to education, financial stability, public corruption, malnutrition and hunger, migration, access to clean water and other sanitation concerns, and international trade issues such as subsidies and barriers to trade.  This volume is a major outgrowth of that initiative.  Chapters in part 1 take readers through each of the ten issues, the commissioned papers, and critical rejoinders; in the much shorter part 2, eight economists asked to serve as an "expert panel" rank the proposals from part 1 in terms of feasibility and importance.  The conference itself and this very useful compilation will serve to advance thinking and stimulate debate on these and related important contemporary global concerns.  (Choice, April 2005)

